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A Table of ſuch Chapters, as are 
handled in this Book: 


following. 


N che firſt Chapter, is contained the abſurdity of Athe- 
1 iſme and [rrcligion, with the confutation thercof. 


In the ſecond and third Chapters, the Chriftian Religion 
% approued to be the onely true Religion, againit the G.. 
tiles and allibe Infidels in the world. | 


In the fourth Chapter, the Religion of Mahomnut i con- 
futed, 


In the fifth Chapter, the (hurch of Rome is diſpronedts 
be ibe true Church of God. | 


In the fxth Chapter, the Brewnifs and Barrewiſts, with 
their deteftable Schiſmes are confuted, and our Charch apo 
proued to bethe onely true Church of God. 
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CMA. I. ny 
That there 1 4 God : and that e exgbt to b: worſhipped. 


DNS odious cuen among the Heatheri c,rſent of the 
2) themſclues : inſomuch as that Pros Heathen, and 
ragen, for that hee deubted whes def of of 
md ther there were any God or no., N 
was by the Athenians baniſhed 
out of their Countrey. Diagora 

- 3 was ſuch à notorious Infidell, that 

hee held there as no Go Þ him, and all ſuch like A- 

theiſts the very Heathens haue abhorred and deteſted, 

28 being more like rude beaſts, than reaſonable men 2 for 

Cicero the Heathen Philoſopher doth condemne them 

all, aud further ſaith; that there WAS" nene any Nation Cicero lib. de 

ſo ſauage, er people ſo barharons, but; ahwayes confeſſed natura De. 

there was 4 God t whereunts they were led cuen by the 

light of nature, and nattrallinftin&. For the fame is , g. 

confirmed by the common vſeofall Heathens, in lifting vp 1»fintt Ma- 

their eyes and hands to heauen, in any ſudden diſtreſſd chat ne. 

commeth vpon them. Vea, by experience of sit hath — 

Par rp that Atheiſts themaſelues, — . in 

their health and preſperity, for more liberty of ſinning, 

would ſtriue — beingef 2 God, when they came 

to dic et fall into great miſery, — 
6 | ; A3 ew 


« Gods Arrow againſt Atheiſts, 
Severe 1. de (heyy themſelues moſt fearefullof this God, as Sevees hime 
* ſelfe declareth: in ſo mach as Zens the Philoſopher was 
ar Ml „vont toſaythatit ſeemed to him a more ſubRantiallproofe 
8x; erie- te of of this matter, to heare an Atheiſt at his dying day, preach. 
Atb:ifis h. God(whenbe aiked God and alithe world furgiueneſſe chan 
Flas. to heare all the — — in the world diſpute the pointy 
for chat at this jnſtant of death & mĩſery, it ig like that ſuch 

doe ſpeale in earneſt & ſobriety ofſpirit, whe before in their 

„ wajtahnes im ugned God. Itis remembred of Caing Ca. 
8 «a (that Aicke ane inceſtuous Emperout) that he was a 
— notable ſcorner and contemner of God, and made no rec - 
koning of any other to be God but himſelfe; yet this abo- 

minable aud wicked Atheiſt, as God left him not vnpuni- 
ſhed( for by his iuſt judgement he vas ſlaine by ſome of s 
owne officers:) ſo whileft he liued he was wont (as the Hi. 
Koriographers teport of him) at the terrible thundering and 
7 gy onelyto couer his head, but alſo to get him- 
| ſelfe r his bed, and there — _ Ae 
Whence, Ipray you, came this feare vpon him; butthat his 
owne — did tell him (howſoeuer in words per- 
chance he would not affirme ſo much) that there was a God 
in heauen, able to quaile and caſt down his pride and all the 
Emperours of the world, if he lifted, whoſe thunderbolts 
were ſoterrible, as that iuſtly by his on example he ſhie wed 
he was to be feared of all the world > And hereof it is that 
ſome ſay,that God is called Deus, of the Greek word Theos, 

. whic ifictfeare, becauſe the feare of him is planted 
and ĩngraffed in the very natures and conſrience of all rea. 
— yea euen in che conſcience of the greateſt 
contemners, and rankeft Atheiſts of the world: who, fay 
What they liſt, and de what they lift, yet ſhall they neuer be 
able to root out this. impreſſion: namely, that there is a 

| God, whoſe feare is ingrauen inthe hearts of all men. And 
_— whenee I pray y h ſhame in men after an offence 
committed : Or whyſhould men (by naturall inſtinct) put a 

nc difference betweene vertue aud vice, good and euill, if there 
goed and cuil. Were not a God, whe becauſe he loueth the one, and hateth 
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Had Arrow ag Athiifese 7 
Therefore conclude, that every mans know conſci- 
ence, and feeling, is in ſtead of a thouſand wi to con · 
uince him (whoſocuer he be) thatthere is a God which is 
to be feared, which hateth iniquitic and witked wayes, and 
which in time of trouble and deepe diſtreſſe ĩs to be ſoughe 
yato for refuge and relcefe, as the acts of the very Heathen 
themſelues doe plainly demonſtrate. 

2. Morcouer, as God is to be felt ſenſibly in mans f 1g 
cenſcience, ſo is he to be ſecue viſibly (if I may ſo ſpeake)in 7he creation of 
the creation of the world, & of all things therein contained : the world, 
for chat this world had a beginning, all the excellent Phi- 
loſophers that euer were, haue agreed, except ¶Argſtetle for ii ltc. 

a time, who held a fancy æhat this world had no beginning, de placieptinee > - 
but was from all eternity: but ac laſt in his old age, he con« 411-1158. 
fefſed and held the contrary, in his beoke De mundo, which at 5 45 
be wrote to King Ale ander (which booke [nftin Adartyr ru bh. —_ 
eſteemed greatly, and called it the Epicome of all Ariforles mundo. 
true Philoſophy.) This then being ſo, that the world had a Iuſtia in Aprlog, 
beginning, ic muſt needs follow, that it had an efficient 
cauſc or maker thereof, I demand then who it was that 
made itꝰ If you ſay it made it ſelfe, it isabſurd:for how could 
— it ſelfe was made, and when it had no 

ing at al?) that ſomthing withinthe world made 
the — engrch ſome one part of the world made the 
whole, that is more abſurd:for itis as muchasifami ſhould 
ſay, that the ſinger (and this before it was a ſinger or part of 
tlie body) did make the whole body. Wherefore it may be 
conuinced by force of this argument (which is plainly de- 
monſtratiue)that a greater and more excellent ching than is 
the whole world put together; yea, that fomething which 
was before heauen and earth were made, was & mult needs 
be the maker and framer of this world : and this can be no- 


Rom. 1. 10. 


Act. 17.29. 


6. Arg, 


The nerties and ble 


"In Greeke, #3icrocoſmos, 


4 Gods Aron againft Atheiſts, * 
che Apoſtledoth teſliſie, hen he faith, that the l 
things of Gud, ( chat is, h eternal power. and dinine Eſſence 
are ſ:ene perfelliꝑ inthe creation of the wer 1d, being perrei- 
ued by his works which he hath made. Ittherfore men would 
but caſt vptheir eyes to heauen, & from thence look dewne 
aine vpon the earth, and ſo behold the excellent beauty 
and building of this world, they eannot bee ſo ſottiſn or 
dull conceited, but they muſt know there was and is a God 
which was the maker of them, and be moued in ſome ſore 
to glorifie ſo incomparable and excellent a Creator. Yea, 
the Poets and others haue affirmed of God, that he is Pater 
hominnne, the Fatl. er of mea, to ſhew that men haue their 
originalland creation from him : ſo that if we ſhould draw 
out eyes from the beholding of the great world, and conſt- 
der but Man, (Who for his dexcellency is called 
ittle world) ſtill wee ſhall bee 
enforced to acknowledge God the Author of vs, che Father 
and Creator of vt. So true is that which Pau the Apo- 
ſtle noteth out of the Poet Aratau, who faith, that Ein 
progenies ſure ; We are the iflue or of- ſpting of God, And 
as true it is, which he farther ſaith in that place, that is him 
we liue, moue and haus our being. And therefore we owe all 
dutifull obedience and ſubiection vnto him, which duty 
and nature commands ys to rme in regard of our 
creation.Por the ſonne honoureth his father by narurall du- 
85 and all men arenaurally carried to be gratefull to their 
ounders to whom they are ſpecially bound, and whom 
they ought not to forget, neither will, except they bee ex- 
treme vnthankfull and diſſolute. 

3. Not only the creation of the world, and of all things 
therein contained, doth proclaime that there isa God, who 
is to be honoured for his infinite extended authority and 
almi wer, (for he made all things of nothing, onely 
he late he , and they were — ) but is daily 
and benefits ſent downe vpon the earth, doe ſhew 


8 of God. alſo there ij God, (which is prouident, and hath care of 
«II,2, 
Cen. 1. 


men, and therefore of men to bee praiſed, thanked, and 
Llorified for euer.) For true it is which Saint Paul ſaich — 
E . this 
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He this behalfe, chat Ged lift not himſelfe without witret, when Act. 14.7. 
e) he beſtowed benefits from beaucn, giuing v to vs raine and 

the ſeaſenable weather, ana filling our hearts with meat & glad- 

Id nes, By meane of theſe & all other his bleſſings, men iht, 

ne and ftill may daily bee induced not onely to beleeue chat 

« there is a God from whom they receiue all theſe, bur alſo 

or to acknowledge and attribute all praiſe and thankſgivin 

pd vnto him, as totheir firſt principall and ſpeciall benetator, — 
Te For the Oxe doth know his owner, and the Aſſe his Maſter, 

a, feed:r, and maintainer. And therefore how can it bee but 

er reafonable manſhould much more know God, not onely 

ir their firſt fomer and Creator, but their daily feeder, pre- 

* ſeruer, keeper,and vphoſder? For ſo oft as they thinke vpon 

te theſe things, and ſee and haue them, they cannot chaſe bue 

ed beputinminde of God the ſender and Author of them all, 

ce and be moued with a grate full minde towards him: And 

er kereofis it that he is called Deus, a dande, Of iuing : And 


No in Engliſh wecall God, quaſi good, becauſe he is onely and 
ly good of himſelfe alone, and the giver ofall good- Mat. 19.19. 
neſſe, and of all good gifts and bleſſings vnto others; from 1aw.1.17. 
whom, as from the fountaive, all benefits whatſoeuer doe Rom. 18.19. 
come, deſcend, flow, and be deriued vnto them. 
4. Imight here fheẽ how God is alſo knowne tothe 7. Arg. 
world by his i wicked and ynrighteous The »:dgementa 
le, whom une he makerh viſible examples of of God. 

bis feucriry and iuſtice (if men did well conſider them:) 
1 for hereby alſo hath God manifeſted himfelfe, as Paul the 
* Apoſtle teacheth. Theſe 333 I truſt may ſuffice, (if 

there were no more to be ſaid: ) for by them we may eaſily 
ſee and prove, that there is a God which created the world, 
and all things therein; whieh preſerueth and vpholdeth 
the ſame with his mighty puiſſance, ſupporterh the earth, 
and all the creatures thereof with his prouidence and hel- 
ping hand. Vea, beſide the Heauens and the Earth, which 
are the worke of his hands, every mans owne conſcience 
doth plentifu'ly teach (as Iſaid before) :hat there is God, J 
which is to be feared. For howſoeuer many a man that hath 
ſpenc his life in a wicked way, and moſt damnable _ 

cou 
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Pfal. 14. r. 
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6 Gods Arrow again Atheifts.. 
could wiſh in his heart there were no God, betauſe be ſteth 


God no ether wiſe than in his —— : yea, howſoeuet 
many a wicked perſoudoth ſooth himſclfe in his wicked. 


neſſe, and flatteringly ſay vnto himſelfe (like the foole in 


the Pſalmes) There # xs God: yet at other times kisowne 
conſcience will ſo prouoke him, and enforce this matter, 
(that there is a God )that with horror & dread of him, it will 
make him quake, teate, and tremble: for the feare of him is 
ſo deepely printed in the natures of all men, asthaticis im. 
poſſible ro ſhake it off. And (which is more) a kinde ofde- 
uotion to worſtiip him, being the Creator q preſeruer of 
men, and of all things elſe, and the ptouideat father of all, 
is planted, and inſeparably fixed in the hearts of all men: 
though all men of all Nations know not how to worſhi 
him aright, and in ſuch ſort as he requireth. This is manife 
by the examples of all Nations and people in the world, 
who all haue ſome one kinde of Religion or other, though 
all findenotthe right Religion. All be deuoted to the wore 
ſhip of God, howlocuer all doe not finde out the true God, 
nor his right manner of worſhip, but worſhip him accer.- 
ding tothe deuices of their owne braine. Conſidering then 
thatthere is no Nation vnder the Sunne ſo barbarous (nor 
euet was) but aimed at the worſhip of God, and either 
worfhipped him, or {« ing elſe in his place: it appea · 
reth to be a moſt vaine and fooliſh conceit which Atheiſtt 
ſometime vtter z namely, that Religion is nothing elſe but 
a matter of policie, or a politicke deuice of humane inuen- 
tion: for it is euident, thatreligious affeRtion to worſhi 
God is naturally ſcated (and euer was) in the hearts of al 
men : and the conſcience of euery man, euen of the greateſt 
ſcorner and contermner of God, which ſometimes creme 
bleth before his iudgement ſeat, doth abundan ly teſtifie, 
that a religious deuotion of feare towards God is bred 
and borne with euery man, and therefore it cannot be any 
policy of humane inuention i in as much, as if there were 
nolawes of men, yet this religious affection to worſhip 
God, and the feare of him, would and doth remaine writ- 
ten by the finger of God, in the hearts and couſcicuces ;- 
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god Arrow ag 1inf Atheists. > 
all men living, how rude; ſauage or barbarous ſoeuer they 
be. What law of inen, I pray; was there, to make Caligula 
the Emperour, when hee heard the terrible thundeting in 
the aire, and ſaw the flaſhing flames of lightning about 
kim, to run vader his bed; and to hide himſelſe for feare of 
chis terrible and great God? Ot what maketh the rankeſt 
Atheiſt in the wer ld in the like caſe, and at the like tempeſt; 
to doe the like ꝰ or what made the Heathen in an dange- 
tous or ſudden diſtre ſſe to life vp their eyes or hands to hea» 
uen, mightilyto feare and co be aſtoniſned ? None can ſay 
it is the la of men, for no law of men doth inforce this at- 
tempt. But it is a naturall inſtinct ofthe fare of God (hom 
he hath offended, and whoſe vengeance he dreadeth, 
from whonyheethinketh ſuccour may come) ſeared in 
mens kearts euen from their Nativity, which doth make 
him to feare, and cauſe him to ſeeketo God for refuge. Let 
this therefore — firme and moſt — ; that the 
oof the great God, andareligions diſpoſition to worſhi 
122 G — is not enforced by * — — but 24 
rally ſeren inthe hearts of all — finde not out, 
norobſcrue the right religion. Let vs therefore now ſeeke 
and ſearch out which is 7 he true Religion, which is accep- 
table to God, and which without wauering and doubting 
is to be obſerued of men. For all Nations and people haue 
2 kinde of Religion (as I ſaid before) bur all haue not the 
nue and right Religion. 


CAP II. 
herein, and iu the next Chapter, is ſhewed, that the Obri- 
fia Religion, is the onely true Religion in the world, and 
— onely God is pleaſed, 


N ancient times all the world was diuided 
— 1 Eg anddiftinguiſhed into Jewes, and Gentiles; 


, 


and chis diftinAtion. doth, and may ſtill re- 
maine among vs 2 iftherefore I can proue the 
truck of this our Chriſtian Religion againſt 
hoch Lewes, & Gentiles, I hall then prouc it againR all — 
f World. 


8 Gods Arrow againſt Aibeiſf 
world. In this Chapter ] will firſt proue it againſt tiæ 
Chriftianrelig'n Iewes, and in the oral the Gentiles, Concerni 
proued is bee the the Iewes, they will eaſily grant our Religion to be the true 
5 —— Religion, if wee can proue Ieſus Chriſt ( whom wee be- 
— chri? ij lecue) to be that MA. ſſias which was foretold by their Pro. 
the Meſſiah. phets, being the true and vndoubted Prophets. of G o 9. 
And this wee are ſure may eaſily bee proued : and there- 
fore in vaine doe the Iewes looke for any other THeſſiae, 
thas he that is already come, namely, Ieſu Chriſt aur Me. 
diatour, Saniour and Redeemer in whons God his Father is 
well pleaſed and for whoſe ſabę (if we belecus in him) he wil 
nt be offended with vs, but be reconciled to vs, and ſaue vs, 
Chriſt ile ue Whatſocuer was foretold to belong vnto their Meſſia, is 
Meſſiah. y performed, and perfectly accomplithed in our Ieſus 
Toe general and Chriſt, and in no other: and therefore our Ieſus was, and is 
nr.. the true CMeſſiar,s and noother. Let vs herein conſider the 
g markes of the Acſſias, whereby ke might be knowne: and 
ſo ſhall wee ſee that our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt is the onely 
true Meſſi as, and none but he... 
pal. 1. B. 22. 1. One marke for vs to know the Aeſſias by, is, that w 
Eſay 6. he came, hee ſhould not bee knowne or acknowledged to 
Deut. 28. be the Meſſier, but ſhould bee reieted and refuſed of the 
— 55. Ie wiſn Nation, to the end hee might bee put to death a- 
— mongſt them, according to the fore - appoinment and de- 
The firt proof: terminate counſell of God : for had they receiued him for 
that Cbriſt mas the CMefſias, they would neuer haue vſed him ſo ſhameful. 
the Meſſiab. ly as they did, neither ſhould he then haue beene ſlaine a» 
mongſt them, as was foretold he ſhould. This then being 
one marke of the CHeſſias, that he ſhould bee refuſed for 
the Meſſias of the Iewiſh Nation, and of the chiefeſt rulers 
amongſt them, is a great confirmation of our faith, in as 
much as it js found fully performed in our Saujour Teſus 
Chriſt, whom they ſcorned, reiected, condemned, and put 
to death. And therefore if the Iewiſh Nation had recei- 
ued our Jeſus forthe Meſſias, it had beene an vpdoubtred 
argument that hee had not beene the right Maſſia; ſo on 
the other ſide becauſe they did refuſe him, it is a very 
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Kron walioato ys, that hee was, and is the yery true 
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Mecſfrarindeed, In vainetherefore it ĩs, if any do looke for 
ſuch a Aſeſſiesas ſhould be wholly receiued of the Tewiſh 
Nation: for none ſuch was promiſed, yea it was foretold 
(contrariwiſe) that he bee refuſed of them, as our 
Jeſus was: that ſo he — be made an offeting for ſinne, 
according to the pre ination of Gd. 


2. It was foretold of the Aeſſias that he ſhould be born 1 Mary other 
of a virgin, Eſay 7. 14. That the place of his birth, ſhould . Tt 
bee Becklem, Alicb. p. 1. That at his birth all the Infants 3 2'9%* 


round about Bethlem ſhould be ſlaine fot his ſake, Jer. 3 1. 
15. That the Kings ofthe earth ſhould come and adore 4 
him, and offer gold and other gifts vnto him, Pſal. 7 1. io. 
That he ſhould be preſented in the Temple of Jerulalem, 5 
forthe greater glory ofthe fecond Temple, Afzt:3.x. That 6 
he ſhould flie into Egypt, and be recalled thence againe, 
Hoſ.11.2,That a ſtarte Mould: appeare at his birth, to noti- - 
fie his comming into the world, Num. 24. That /ohnBapriſt g 
who came inthe ſpirit and power of Elias, and therefore 

was called Elias, Luk, 1. 17. M.ut. 11. 10.14.) ſhould bee 
the meſſenger to goe before him, and to prepare the way, 
and to cry in the deſert Mal. 3. 1. Mal.. 1. Eſay 40. 3. Af- 
tex this, that hee ſhould begin his owne preaching with all 
humility, quietneſſe, and clemency of ſpirit, Eſa. 4 2. 2. That 9 
hee ſnould be poore, abiect, and of no reputation in this 
world, Eſa. 5 3. Dan g. Zach. . Ier. 14. That he ſhould doe 10 
ſtrange miracles, and heale all diſeaſes, Eſey 61. 1. That he 11 
ſhould die and be ſlaine for the ſinnes of his people, Dau. 9. 12 
Eſay 53. That he ſhould be betrayed by one that put his 13 
hand in the diſn with him, and was his one Diſciple, P/a/. 

41. ver. 9. and P/. 5 5. ver. 13, 14. That he ſhould be fold for 14 
thirty peeces of ſiluer, Zach. I 1. ver. 1 2. That with thoſe x 5 
thirty peeces, there ſhould bee bought afterwards a field 

of pottheards, Jer 30. That he ſhould ride into leruſalem 16 
vpon an Aﬀe before his pafſion, Zach. 9. 9. That the Iewes 15 
ſhould beat and buffet his face, and defile the ſame with 
ſpicting vpon it, Eſa. o. b. That they ſhould whip his body 18 
before they put him to death, & ſa. 33. 2. Pſal. 37.18. Thar 19 
they ſhould put him to death among. theeues and malefa- 


Qors:. 


JN 


Dan. 3. 3944+ 
Another ar gu- 
ment rom ibe 
time of Chrifts 


comming. 


ded twice: firſt by King Salomon, which lafted about 440. 


10 c Ar Abel. 


20 Gets: Blay $342; Thar they ſuduld giue him vioegar to 


drinke,divide hisapparell, and caſt lots for his vpper gar. 


21 ment: Pſal. 68. a. and Pſal. 22 11. That the manner of his 


death fhould bearuciftxion, that is, nailing of his hands & 


22 his feet vnto the Croſſt: Yſ al. 22. 16. Zach. 1 2. That his 


ſide ſnould be pierced, & that they ſhould looke vpon him 


23 When they had ſo pierced him: Zach. 12. That he ſheuld 
riſe againe from death the third day :Pfal, 16, 10. He, 6.3. 
24 That he ſhould aſcend into heauen, & fit at the right hand 


of his father (in glory and royaltie, and like a 


potentate ouet - tulingalſ) Pſad. 1 re., 2. All theſe things 


and vvhatſoeuerelſe belongingto the ¶Meſſiat, ate found 
perfectly fulfilled in Ieſus Chriſt, and in no other. Aud 
there fore he alone and no other is the true M. ſſias. 

3 Hitherto haue I ſpoken of ſuch circumſtances and ac» 
cidents, as did belong vnto the Meſſigs, concerning his in- 
carnation, birth, life, death, buriall, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
ſion into heauen, and there ſitting at the right hand ef his 
Father: and alſo of his reiection, by the le wes, and Iewiſh 
Nation: which things albeit they be very wonderfull, and 
ſufficient to eſtabliſſi any mans beleefe in Chriſt Ieſus our 
Lord, in whom onely they are found faichfully fulfilled: yet 
if we ſhall conſider withall, the time of the Meſſias, his ap- 
pearing, & when he ſhould come into the world, out faich 
will be to much the more confirmed towards him, 

Daniel che Prophet of God (who liued in the time of the 
firſt Monarchy)foretold that there ſhould be three Monare 
chies more, and the laſt of theſe foure Monarchies greateſt 
of all: And that in the dayes of this fourth and laft Monar- 
chy (which was the Roman Monarchie or Empire) the 
eternall King or Meſſias ſhould come, and build vp Gods 
kingdome througbout all the world. And this hapned 
accordingly : for leſus came, and was borne in the fourth 
Monarchy (which was the Romane) namely, in the daies of 
Auguſtusthe Romane Emperor. But yet let ys goe mote 
ſtiiẽtiy to the matter. 

The Temple of Ieruſalem( as all men know) was buil- 


Jeeres, 


le 
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yeeres, ind then was deſtroyed by Nebuebaduoca & King 
of Babylon, wherefore about 70, yeares after, it was buil- 
ded againe by Zerobabei, wha reduced the Jewes from 
their Captiuitie. But this ſecond Temple, for pompe and 
riches ofthe materiall building, was — vnto the 
firft, (which the old men in the bogk of E/arzs doe teſtiſie i Eſdr. j. 
by their weeping, when they ſay this ſecond, and remem - Agge. 4. 


bred the firſt; and which Ag eusthe Prophet dothexpreſ- ge. · J., 


ly teſtifie. ) And yet ſayth God by his Prophet Ag gem in 5:95: 
x fame — after a — Doforg e 
ſeal come, aud thenſhould that ſecond bun ſc or Temple be fi- 
led with glory, and that greater ſbould be the glory of this 
liſt houſe, than of the firſt > which prophecic was fulfilled 
by the comming — — _ — ſe- 
cond Temple: whi ing perſon one, was ea. 
ter ignity, and more —— ry — 
hat ſoeuer was found in the firſt Temple builded by Slo- 
mon. It is therfore manifeſt that the Deſſred of all Nari- 
ons that is be Meſſias ſhould rome whileft the ſecond Tem- 
Roed, And ſo doth Dazie/alſoſhew, that the ſecond 
emple (after the building thereof) ſhould not bee de- 
ſtroyed, vntill the Meſſiat were fitſt come and ſlaine. And 
Alalasbi the Prophet doth alſo moſt plainly teſtifie, that 3 1 , _ 
be ſbould come during the ſecond Temple. And indeed 
bee did: for Chriſ leſut cameinto the world during that 
ſecond Temple, & did himſelfe likewiſe foretell thedeſtru- 
Aion thereof, ere that generation paſſed, which came to 
paſſe accordingly: for it was deſtioyed about 46. yeeres 
iſter tke aſcenſion oon Sauiour into heauen, by Tirws 
ſonne to Veſpaßßan the Romane Emperour, Moſt vaine ly 
therefore doe the Jewes or any other expect for a Meſſias 
to come, after the deſtruct ion of that ſecond Temple. 
Let vs yet moreouer conſider the prophecie ofold Ja- 
cob concerning the particulartime of rhe MAaſſias his ap- 
pearing:Conge bitber my childyen{Gaith he)chas I may tell Gen. 45. 
jou the things that are to happen inthe latter daies c. The 
ſcepter ſball not depart from Indah vutil S halo comeaphich is 
the expectatiõ of the Gentiles, By Shilo is meant the Ai. 


(as 


Dan. 3. 26. 


12 Gods Arrow again Atheifts. | 
(as boch Tewes and Chriſtians expound it.) This prophe - 
cie ſo long foretold, was performed at the birth of leſus 
Chriſt, in the dayes of Herod King of Iurie. For from the 
time thatthe ſcepter was giuen to King Dauid, (who was 
the firſt King of the Tribe of Judah) it did not depart from 
that Tribe, but temained al waies in it, vntill che daics of 
King Herod ; in whoſe time, and not vntill whole time, all 
goucrnment was taken away, &cleane departed from the 
Tribe of Iadab, and committed to a ftranger : and therefore 
in the time of Herod, was the Meſſias to bee borne, and 
ncither before nor after his time. Thar che ſcepter or ge. 
uernment was not cleane taken away, or departed from the 
houſe of Iudah, (after it was once ſetled in it, in the perſon 
of King Dauid ) euen til the dayes of Herod the king is eui- 
dent:for from Danid( Who vras the firſt King of that Tribe) 
vnto Zedechias chat died inthe Ceptiuitie of Babylon, the 
Scripture ſheweth how all the Kings deſcended of the 
honſe of Iudah: And during the time of their captiuitie in 
Babylon (which was ſeuentie yeeres) the Iewes were al- 
waies permitted to chuſe vnto themielues a gouernour of 
Sambed.cay, the houſe of Iudab (home they called Raſohgaluta.) And 
Dinei Man- aftertheir deliuery from Babylon, Zorobabel was their go- 
month. uernour of the ſame tribe, and ſoothersafter him vntil you 
_ — a -. cometo the Machabert, who were both gouernours and 
_— e, Prieſts; forthar they were'ofthe mothers fide of the tribe 
Maimoaim. Eſd. of Iwdah , and by the fathers fide of the tribe of Lens, (45, 
lib. 1 cf. 1. 23: Rabbi Kimbiaffirmeth,) and fo from theſe men downe to 
3 r. Hemrcarss King of Iury, who was the laft King which was 
b. ne in Are, lineally deſcended of the houſe of Dawed, and of che tribe 
Ioſeph.luh. 13. &, Of Ida. 4 ; 
14.4ntiq. For after Hircanut, came the afore-named Herod, 2 
meere ſtranger, whoſcfather (as Jaſepbut, who well knew, 
reporteth) was called Anripater,and came out of [dwme: 
he came into acquaintance and fauour with the Romans, 
partly by his faid fathers meaner (who was, as Ieſephas 
faich, a well monied man, induſtiious, and factious) and 


partly by his owne diligence and ambition, being of him- _ 


{lfe both wittie, beautifull, and of moſt excellent and rare 


qualities, 


— Mw. , , oa e9-+.- 4. 
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Principallity remained therein, Now then in the daies of this 
. B | | 


r 


| qualities, by which commendations bee came at lengrh to 


marry the daughter of Hirramu aforeſaid, King of lewrie, 
and by this marriage obtained — 2 to bee 
chiefe Gouernour and Ruler of the Prouince and land of 


| Galile vnder him. But Mircauas afterwards in a battell a- 


geinſt the Parthinns, fell into cheir hands, and was taken and 

Herod chen tooke his iourney to Rome, and there he ob- 
rained to be created King of Ie ry, without any title or in- 
tereſt inthe world: far that not — his father in law, Hir- 
canuywas thenliuving in Parthia ; br alſo his younger bro- 
ther Ariſlobulus and three of his ſonnes, viz. ( Antigommn, 
Alexander, and eAriſtobulxe ) with diuers others of the 
bloud Royallin lewrie were aliuc alſo, 


Herod chen hauing procured by this meanes to be King 196ph.4b.ry; 
of Iewrie, — Bl to haue in his hands the King He = | 


cans, and ſo put him to death. Hee brought alſo to the 
fame end his 123283 Ariſtobaluu, and his three 
ſonnes like wiſe. He put to death alſo his owne wife ( 
riammes, which was King Hircenus daughter, as alſo Alex - 
andra her mother, and ſoone after two of his owne ſonnes 
which he had hy the ſame MAariamnes, for that they were 
of the bloud Royallof Iuda ; and a little after that againe, 
he put to death his third ſon, named Aatipater. He cauſed 
alſo to bee ſlaine forty of the chiefeſt Noble men of the 


ſime Tribe of Judah. And as Philo the Iew (who liued at Philo lib. de 
the ſame time with him) writeth, Hee put to death allthe temp. 


Sanhedrin ; that is, the twenty ſeuen Senators or Elders of 
the Tribe of Indahthat ruled the people. He killed the chiefe 
of the ſect ofthe Phariſies. Hee the genealogies of 
all the Kings and Princes of the houſe of Tudab, ang cauſed 
one Nicola Damaſcenns, an Hiſtori that was 
his ſeruam, to draw out a pedegree for him and his line, 
as though he had deſcended from the ancient Kings of Iu- 
dah. - wats BY 79 firan. 

„A L razed, diſper mangled the 

ſe of Tdah, lauch fort, as no aus ias of geweruneent or 


King 


10 9 ods Arrow againſt Athtifts. 

King Herod, and not till then was the Scepter, that js, the 
goucrnmentdeparted from Iudah; and therefore then and 
not till chen, was the Meſſias to appeare according to that 


prophecie of Iacab, andſo it came to paſſe accordingly : for 


Chriſt leſus the true and vndoubted Meſſias was then 


borne, viz. in the time of Herod King ef Iewrie. In vaine 


therefore doe the lewes, or any other, loo ke for any other 
Meſſias to come after the dayes of that Herod, in whoſe 
time (and not before) was the Scepter and all principalitie 
and gouernment departed vtterly from the houſtof Iudah: 
and therefore in his time, and ne ither before nor after, was 
the Meſſias to appeare and come, according to Jacobs pro- 
hecie. | 
, Daniel the Prophet yet goeth nearerto worke,and fore. 
fheweth cuea the very day, and time of the day, when the 
Meſſias ſhould be ſlaine for the ſinnes of the people: for in 
the firſt yeare of Dærius ſonne of Abaſuerus, King ofche 


Medes,about the time of the cuening oblatiõ, he praicd to 


his God for the people and their deliuerance, in as much as 
then he perceiued that rhe ſeuentie yeeres of their captiui- 
tie(forerold by Jeremy) were now come to ancad. 

So Daniel thus praying, about that time of the euening 
Oblatien, God ſcar his angell Gabriel to ſigniſie and ſhew 
vnto him, that at the very t ezinning of his ſupplications, 
the commandement came forth forthe returneof the people 
from theircaptiuity, and to build againe Ieruſalem; and 
ſheweth likewiſe, that as the people had now beene in the 
captivity of Babylon ſeuenty yeares, and then were deli - 


uered from that their earthly bondage; ſo it ſhould come | 


to paſſe, that within ſeuenty weekes of yeares, the Meſſias 
ſhould come, who ſhould finiſh wie kedneſſe, ſcale vp ſins, 
blot out iniquity, and bring in euerlaſting righteouſucſſe, 
and be a deliueret, not orely from the out ward, but from 
che ſpirituall Babylon, and hellifh Egypt. 

The words of the Angell be theſe allowing Ai the ves 
ry beginning of thy ſupplications, the comm undement came 
forth:and I am come toſhew thee, for than art greatly bels- 
wed-rherfere underſtand che matter, and conſider the viſion, 
| | in ET Seuenty 
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Seummy weeks are determined auer thy people, and oner thy 
holy City to finiſh wickedneſſe,and to ſeale vp ſins. and to blot 
ont iniquity, and to bring inexcrlaſting 4, N to ſeale 
vp tl e vin andprophecie and to auoint the HoLy Or Ho- 
L IEs, orthe Mos r Hor. Know therefore and vnderfland, 
that from the going forth of the commandement, to bring a- 
gaine the people, and to build Teruſalem,unto MESSIAH Fun 
PRINCE, there ſbalbe ſenen weeks, and threeſcore and two 
weeks,cc, After theſe threeſcore and two weeks ſhall Mxs- 
SIAH beſlaine,and not for bimſe Ife, &c. He ſhall confirme the 
conmant with many for one weeks, and inthe middeſt of the 


weeks he ſball cauſe the Sacrifice andthe Oblation to ceaſe. 


For the better yaderſtanding of which words, it muſt be re. Expeſtion: of 
membred, that this word Hebdomada, ſignifying a weeke, Daviels prophe- 


or ſeuen, is ſometimestakenfor a weeke of dayes, that is, ſe- c 
uen dayes ; and then it is called Hebdemada die rum, a week 
of dayes as in this prophecie of Daniel he ſaith of himſelfe, | 
that he did monrne three weekes of dayes. But at other times 


it ſignific th the ſpace of ſeven years, and that is called Heb- Leuit x5. 8. & 
domada amnorum, a weeke of yeares, as in Lenit.25.8,where cap.23. & alibi 
it is ſaid, Thow ſhalt number vnto thee ſcuen weeks of cares, poſtea 


thatis, ſexew times ſexenyeares, which make forty and nine 
cares. 
: Novy it is moſt certaine that theſe ſeuenty weekes are 
to be vnderſtood of weekes of yeares, and not of dayes, for 
that euen by the Iewes owne confeſſion, as alſo by the 
beokes of E ſdras it is manifeſt, that the Temple and Ieru- 
ſilem were many yeares in building before they were fini- 
ſhed. Theſe ſeuentie weekes of yeares therefore are ſe. 
ven times ſeuentie yeares, which make in a ſumme total, 
foute hundred and ninery yeares, within which time the 
Meſſias ſhould be ſlaine: for from the going forth of the 
commandement to bring the people backe againe, and 
to build Teruſalem, ( which commandement went forth 
at the beginnipg of his ſupplications ; which were the firſt 
yeare of Darius, as the Text ſneweth) vnto the time that 
Meſſiah the Prince was anointed to preach the King- 
dome of G o p, which wasafter his baptiſme, when hee 

B 2 began 


Pſal. 88. 
a Kings 7- 
Chrom 22. 


Jet. 23. &, &c. 
& 33-16, 


; weekes, and 
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beganto be about thirty yeares of age) there muſt be ſeuen 
— and two 2 that is, threeſcore 
and nine weekes,which makefoeure hundred and 
three yeares:which number of yeares being rightly accoun · 
ted from that time of Darius, wherein the commandement 
went forth, are fully accompliſhed in the fifteenth yeere of 
Tiberius Ceſar, at which time Chrift Ieſus was baptized 
and anointed by the ſpirit of God, deſcending downe vpon 
him in the forme of a Doue, a voice alſo being heard from 
heauen, ſaying; This is my beloned Sonne in lam wel 
pleaſed. | 
Vet is there one weeke more to make vp the number of 
ſeuenty, in the midit of which weeke the Meſſiah ſhould be 
ſlaine, whichcameto paſſe accordingly: for in the midſt of 
that week, that is, about three years and a halfe after Chriſts 
baptiſme, Chrift Ieſus the true Meſſias was put to death, 

— died for our ſinnes, which was in the eighteenth yeare of 
Tiberius Cæſar. In vaine therefore doe the Iewes or any 
other looke for another Meſſias to come, after thedayes of 
that Tiberius Cæſar, the Roman Emperour, 

4. The Scriptures doe ſh:w chat the Meſſtas ſhould come 
of the ſeed of Dauid, according to the words of God, I 
haze ſmorne unto Dauid my ſernant, Iwill prepare thy ſeed 
for euer, and will build vp thy ſeat to all generations, which 
cannot be applied to King Salomos his ſonne (as the latter 
Iewes apply it): for theſe words, chat his Kingdome (hall 
ſtand for euer, and for all eternity, cannot be verified in Sa. 
lomon, whoſe earthly Kingdome was rent and torne in pee- 


ces ſtraight after his death by Ieroboam, and not long after 


as it were extinguiſhed neither canthey bee vnderſtood of 


any terreſtriall King, hut they muſt needs bee vnderftood 
of an etemall King, which ſhould come of Dawids ſeed. 
The promiſe then madeto Dau for Chriſt to come of his 
ſeed, is againe repeared after his death by many Prophets, 
and confirmed by God: as in Ieremie, where God vſeth 
theſe words; Beholdthe dayes come on, that I willraiſe vp 
vnto Dauid a inſt ſeed, and hee ſhall reigne a King, and 
ſhall bee wiſe, and ſhall doc indgement and in ffice —_ 
cart 
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earth, nd in his daies ſpal I ada be ſancd, & Iſrael [hal duel 
confidently ardthis is the name that en ſhallcallhins, Oar 
inff God. All this was ſpoken of Dauid abone foure hun- 
dred yeares after Danid was dead t which proueth mani- 
feſtly that the promiſes and ſpeeches were not made ynto 
King Dauid, for Salomon his ſonne, nor for any other tem- 

orall King of Daxids line, but for Chriſt, who was partie 
cularly called the ſonne of Dawid : for that David was the 
firſt King ofthe Tribe of /#dah, and not onely was Chriſts 
progenitor inthe fleſh, but alſo did beate his type and fi- 
gurcin many other things. For which cauſe likewiſe in E- 
zechiel (who liued about the ſame time that Jeremie did) 
the Meſſias is called by the name ef Dazid himſelfe: for 


thus ſaith God at that time to Ezechiel : Iwill ſave mJ Ezech. 34.30 


flocks, neither ſbalthey any lov erbe left to the ſpeyle : 1 will &c: 


ſet euer them a ſbepherd, and he ſball feed them, enen D- 
uid my ſcruant, be ſball feed them, and he fhall be their ſbep- 
herd, and I wil betheir God. and my ſeraavt David ſhallbee 
their Prince. In which words, ner ouely we that are Chri- 
ſtians, but the latter Ie wes alſo themſelues doe confeſſe in 
the Thalmud, that their Meſſias is called David, forthat 
he wasto deſcend of his ſeed. 

Novy then let vs ſee whether Teſus Chriſt our Lord did 
come of the ſeed of Dauid, as was foretold the Meſſias 
ſhould. It is plaine that he did, for neuer any man doubted 
or denied, but that leſus was directly of the tribe of Judah, 
and deſcended lineally, by his mother, ofthe onely houſe of 
Dauid (as was foretold ke ſhould : ) which is conſirmed 
moſt clearly by the twogenealogies & pedegrees ſerdowne 
by Saint Adartbew and Saint Lake, of the lege Virgins 
whole deſcent from Dauid and Joſepb, that was of the ſame 
tribe and kindred with her: for accordingto the Law ofthe 
Jewes, they vſed to marry in their owne tribe. And there- 
fore the Euangeliſts ſhe wing the line of Ioſepbh, doe there- 
by alſo declare the — — ſtocke of Mary, (the mo. 
ther of Ieſus) as being a thing then ſufficiently knowne vn- 
to all, though they ſpeake no more. | 

Secondly, it is confirmed by their repairing vnto Beth- 

n leem 
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beganto be about thirty yeares of age) there muſt be ſeuen 
werkes, and chreeſcore and two weekes, that is, threeſcore 
and nine weekes, which von — hundred and 
three yeares:which num cares being rightly accoun · 
ted 4.46 that time 8 the — 
went forth, are fully accompliſhed in the fifteenth yeere of 
Tiberius Ceſar, at which time Chrift Ieſus was baptized 
and anointed bythe ſpirit of God deſcending downe vpon 
him in the forme of a Doue, a voice alſo being heard from 
heauen, ſaying; This is my beloned Same in lam well 
pleaſed. 

Vet is there one weeke more to make vp the numberof 
ſeuenty, in the midit of which weeke the Meſſiah ſhould be 
ſlaine, which came to paſſe accordingly: for in the midſt of 
that week, that is, about three years and a halfe after Chrifts 
baptiſze, Chrift Ieſus the true Meſſias was put to death, 
— died for our ſinnes, which was in the eigteenth yeare of 
Tiberius Cæſar. In vaine therefore doe the Iewes or any 
other looke for another Meſſias to come, after the dayes of 
that Tiberius Cæſar, the Roman Emperour, 

4. The Scriptures doe ſh: chat the Meſſtas ſhould come 
of the ſeed of Dauid, according to the words of God, 
haze ſworne unts Dauid my ſernant, Iwill prepare thy ſeed 
for euer, and will build vp thy ſeat to all generations, which 
cannot be applied to King Salomos his ſonne (as the latter 
Iewes apply it): for theſe words, chat his Kingdome ſhall 
ſtand for euer, and for all eternity, cannot be verified in Sa · 
lomon, whoſe earthly Kingdome was rent and torne in pee- 
ces ſtraight after his death by Ieroboam, and not long after 
as it were extinguiſhed: neither canthey bee vnderſtood of 
any terreſtriall King, hut chey muſt needs bee vnderſtood 
of an eternall King, which ſhould come of Dawids ſeed, 
The promiſe then made to Daud for Chriſt to come of his 
ſeed, is againe repeated after his death by many Prophets, 
and confirmed by God : as in Ieremie, where God vſeth 
theſe words; Beholdthe dayes come on, that I willraiſe vp 
vnte Dauid 4 inſt ſced, and bee ſhall reigne a King, and 
ſhall bee wiſe, and ſhall doe indgement and inflice vpon 


earth 
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qarth aud in ini _ (ahinda be ſaned, & Iſrael [hal duel 
confiden Aardthss is the name that men 4 Ony 
iu God. All this was ſpoken of David abone foure hun- 
dred yeares after Daxid was dead t which proueth mani- 
feſtly that the promiſes and ſpeeches were not made ynto 
King Dauid, tor Salomon his ſonne, nor for any other tem- 
porall King of Dauids line, but for Chriſt, who was partie 
cularly called the ſonne of Dawid : for that Dauid was the 
firſt King ofthe Tribe of /#dah, and not onely was Chriſts 
progenitor inthe fleſh, but alſo did beate his type and ſi- 
gurcin many otherthings, For which caufe likewiſe in E- 
⁊echiel (who liued about the ſame time that Jeremie did) 
the Meſſias is called by the name ef Dauid himſelfe : for 


thus ſaith God at that time to Ezechiel : I will ſave y Exech. 34.3, 
flocks, neither ſba they any longer be left to the ſpayle : I will xc. 


ſer euer them a ſbepherd, and he ſhallfzed them, enen Da- 
wid my ſeruant, be ſhallfeed them, and he ſhall be their ſhep. 
herd, and I wil betheir God, and my ſernant David ſball be- 
their Prince. In which words, not ouely we that are Chri- 
ſtians, but the latter Tewes alfo themſelues doe confeſſe in 
the Thalmud, that their Meſſias is called David, forthat 
he was to deſcend of his ſeed. 

No then let vs ſee whether Teſus Chriſt our Lord did 
come of the ſeed of David, as was forerold the Meſſias 
ſhould. It is plaine that he did, forneuerany man doubted 
or denied, but that Ieſus was directly of the tribe of [ndah, 
and deſcended lineally, by his mother, ofthe onely houſe of 
Daxid (as was foretold ke ſhould : ) which is confirmed 


moſt clearly by the two genealogies & pedegreesſerdowne |, 


uk. Jo 


by Saint Matthew and Saint Luke, of the bleſſed * Natth. . 
e 


whole deſcent from Dauid and Ioſepb, that was of the 
tribe and kindred with her: for accordingto the Law ofthe 
Jewes, they vſed to marry in their one tribe. And there- 
fore the Euangeliftsſhewing the line of Ieſepb, doe there- 
by alſo declare the — — ſtocke of Mary, (the mo- 
ther of Ieſus) as being a thing then ſufficiently knowne vn- 
to all, though they ſpeake no more. 
Secondly, it is confirmed by their repairing vnte Beth- 
„„ lem 
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leem (when commandement was giyen by ¶Auguſtu Ce. fo 

= chic ſar, 0 euery one ſhould repaire tothe head = e 

Tribe and family, to be taxed or ſeſſed for their tribute) for the 

by their going thither it is ſhewed, that they were both of ſh! 

the linage of David, in as much as Bethleem was the pro- he 

per City onely of them that were of the houſe and linage an 

of David, for that King David was borne therein. ou 

” Thudly,it may appeare by this, for that the Iewes who of 

ſought out all exceptions they could againft him, yet neuer be 

excepted this, nor alleaged againſt him, that hee was not of by 

the houſe of Iuda, nor of the houſe of Dauid : which they M 

would neuer haue omitted, if they might haue done it with * 

any colour: for ſuch a ſpeech(if it could truly haue been ſpe. pe 

ken) would cafily haue conuinced our Icſus not to bee the We 

true Meſſias. But it appeareththey neuer doubted of this, cl 

Yea, Iaddefurther, that it remaineth regiſtred in the Iewes 1 

Thal. tract. 5 ab. Thalmud it ſelfe, that leſus of Nazareth crucified was of the ch 
1 : _ blood Royall, from Zorobbabel of the houſe of Dauid. 

Where with agreeth that ſaying of Paw/the Apoſtle, where - 

he teftifieth thus; /eſus Chriſt was berne of the ſeedof Da- a 

uid according vnto the fleſb, though be were alſo the Some of hi 

God in power, according tothe ſpirit of Sanitification, le 

5. That the Mother of leſus was a Virgin, is plentifully F. 

teſtified by the Euangeliſts: and that ſo the Meſſias Mother 1 

ſhould be, the Sctiptures ofthe le es doe ſufficiently ſhew, la 

For in Eſay 7. 14. it is told as a ſtrange thingto King A. 10 

chai(and io it is indeed) that a Virgin ſhould conceiue and th 


bring forth a Sonne, and they ſhould call hisname' Ewa - 0 

nueli that is, Gad with vs. Which could not bee ſtrange, if 

the Hebrew word in that place did fignifie onely a young 

woman (as ſome later Rabines doe affirme) for that is no 

ſtrauge or new thing, but common and ordinary for young 

women to conceiue and bcare children: wherefore the 

Septuagint doe tightly tranſlate. the word Parthenos, 

which properly and fully ſignifieth a Virgin, and ſo did alio 

Rab Sim Een. the Elder Iewes vnderſtand it, as Rabbi Semeon wellnoteth. 
lu bai. in (af. a. And Rabbi Moſes Hadarſan (of ſingular credit among 
— the lewes) vpon theſe words of che Pſalme; Trush ſhall bad 
5 „ forth: 


XUM 
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forth of the earib, ſaith, that it is not aid, Trath ſbal bes in Rab Moſer, 
gerdredof the earth, but Truth ſhall bud forth; to ſignifie Hadarſis 
thereby, that the Meſſias (whois meant by the word trat) Pal. 

ſhall not bee begottgn as other men in carnall copulation: 

hee alſo citeth Rabbi Berechins to bee ofthe ſame opinion: — _ 
and finally Rabbs Hacadeſch pioueth by art Cabaliſticall Aadlad gu. 
out of many places of Scripture, not oxely that the mother q in &ſaye«p 9. 
| of the Mefſias ſhall bea Virgin, bur alſo that her name ſhall Rab Hacadux 
be Mary, Like asalſs the ſame Rabbi Hacadaſeh proueth BBY 7. 

| by the ſame art out of many Texts of Scripture, that the 
| 


Meſſias name at his comming ſhall be Ieſus. And chat the er.zr, 22; 
mother of the Mcflias ſhould bee a Virgin, may further ap- 
| peare in the prophecy of Jeremy, where God faith, [wil 
| worke a new thing vpon earth, A woman ſhall inuiron or in- 
| cl ſe a man: which were no new thing, but vſuall and won. 
red _ hee vnderſtood of a Virgin that ſhould beare a 
. childe. 
| 6. Now becauſe Chriſt Ieſus by the wonderfull workes 
and ſurpaſſing miracles which hee did, being ſuch as no 
| man could doe (if hee had beene but a bare mar) as alſo by 
5 his heauenly doctrine, words, and deeds, did declare him- 
ſelſe to bee the Sonne of God, ſent from the boſome of his 
Father, let vs alſo as wee haue found the Meſſias to bee 
man, ſo ſearch whether hee ought not to bee God alſo, The 
ſacred Scriptures of the Iewes giue anſwer, that hee ought ae 
to bee God alſo, and ſo to bee both God and man. Which te 
| thing is ſignified by the Prophet Eſay,when he faith : They 
ſhall cal his name Emanuel, which ts by interpretation, God Eſay 9.6. 
c vit hi vs Againe.the ſame Eſay teſtifieth, that they ſhall call 
: his name wonderfull, counſeller,the mighty God, the enerla« EY 44 
ſting Father the Prince of peace, Againe, by E ſay hee is cal- 
k led the ue of the Lord and alſo the fruit of the earth io ſig- 
. rifie him to be beth the Soune of God, and the Sonne of Man. 
Aud Jeremy the Prophet doth teſtifie of him, that he ſhall 8 
be called rherighteons God, or God cur righteonſr.efſe. And — nn 
: God himſelſt ſaith of him, I hon art my ſonne, tbis day haue pi;l,7. 
; Ibegeiten thee, And Daxidproucth him plainly to bee the : 
1 donne ot God: for though hee knew he ſhould come of his 


1 B4 ſeed 


Pſal. 110.1. 


Dan.3 44 
Mich. 4.5. 


P ſal. 2. 


5 Pfſal. 21. 


Gen. 18. 


Efay 49. 6. 
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ſeed as touching the flcſh, yet doth hee alſo call him his 


Lord, ſaying thus; The Lord ſaid vnto my Lord, fit thou at 


my right hand till] make thine enemies thy foor-ſtoole, Sith 
Bauid ca lleth him h& Lord, it is magiteſt that he taketh 


him not onelyto be man, but God alſo, euen the ſonne f 


God, the ſecond perſon inthe Trinity. This matter isteftifi. 
ed almoſt euery where in the Scripture of the Iewes, and 
therefore I nced no furthe rtoamplifie. 
7. Yet becauſe the Jewes doe look for the Meſſias to bee 
aterreftriall King which ſhould reigne in Iewry, and ſub- 
due all their enemies with his t iall power and force: 
wherein how grofly they erre, as the premiſſes dee partly 
ſhe w, ſo is it not impertinent here to ſpeake ſome what to 
conuince their ſo groſſe an opinion. For firſt, the time is 
paſt long agoe wherein the Meſſias fhould come, and yet 
no ſuck terreſtriall King as they dreame of, hath beene reig · 
ning in Jewry : and therefore very experience and know. 
ledge of the times might teach them to abandon ſo fosliſh 
a conceit. D aviel calleth him the eternal King. Miche 
ſaith, be ſhalkreigne for euer a which cannot he ſuppoſed of 
an earthly kingdome. Againe, Ae of mee (faith God to 


his Sonne, the Me ſia and I will give unts thee the heathen 


for thine iuberitanc e, aud the utter moſt parts of the world for 
thy poſſeſſion. Which words doe ſhew, that the Mefſias 
ſhould bee an vniuerſall King, to rule not onely ouer the 
Tewes, but ouer the Gentiles alſo, cuen ouer all the world. 
Againe, i is ſaid, bat he ſbal endure with the Sun, & before 
the Moone from generation te generation, heſ ball reigue fron: 
Sea to Sea unto the end ef the world : All Kings ſhall adore 
him, aud all nations ſhall ſerxe him, all trebesof the earth 
ſhall be bleſſed is him, and allnations ſhalmagnifie him. And 
it was told Abraham, that in his ſeed (char is, in the Meſ- 
fias which ſhould come of his ſeed) all Nations ef the 


earth ſhould bee bleſſed: how then ſhould hee ouerthrow 


any Nation for the lewes fake (as they dreame) when all 
nations were to receive their bleſſing from kim ? In the pro- 
phecy of Eſay, the commiſſion of God his Father vnto him 
is thus ſet downe: It is too little rhat thow be vo mec a ſer- 


#471; 


— 


' which ſhould reigne one 
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Ant to raiſe vp the triles of Iacob, & to couuert unto me the 
preſerned of 1ſrael:Behold [ have appointed ther alſo to be 4 
light vm the Gentiles, that thos bee m ſalnation onto the 
vitermoſi parts of the earth, Every where almoſt ir is teſti- 
ſied, that the Gentiles ſhould haue euery way as much inte- 
reſt in the Meſfias as the Iewes, and ſhould be as beneficiall 
vntothem. The Meſſias therefore, though hee bee termed a 
King, and is ſo indeed, yet is to bee ſuppoſed a ſpirituall and 
eternal (as the Prophets declare him : ) for it is too 
childiſh and fond to — him to bee ancarthly King, 

y in Iudea, and bee a great and 


mighty rerreftriall conqueror. Doth not Zachary (as tou- Zachar 
Thing his eſtate inthis world) ſhew, that hee ſhould come 
poorely, riding vpon an aſſe? Doth not Eſay ſay, that in this Eſay 53. 
world fee ſhould be a man deſpiſed, abieſt, and of no repu- 
tation? Doth not Daniel expreſly ſay, that hee ſhould come Dan. 9. 
to be flaine, that with his ſacrifice hee might rakeaway ſin, 


and ceaſe all ether ſacrifices > Doth not Zachary 
they ſhould looke _=_ him after they had pierced or cru- 
cified him? And dot 
he gaue his ſoule an offering for ſinne, and that bet ſhould 
bee led as 2 ſheepe to the 15 hter, and as a Eambedumbe 
before his ſhearer, ſo opened not hee his mouth? Where 
then is his pompe, when hee was to be ? Where was 
his carthly honour, when he was to be abiect & ofno repu- 
tation ? Where was his worldly conqueſt, when hee was 
himſclfe to be ſlaine? Where ould bis fleſhly refiftance 
be, when he was not ſo much as to offer it, yea when his e- 
nemies were to lead him to death as the ſheep to the ſlaugh- 
ter, and as a Lambe dumb before his ſhearer, not opening 
his mouth to ſaue himſelfe > Yea, how ſhould the le wes 
thinke (ifthey would throughly conſider) that the Meſſias 
ſhould bee fuch a one as they dreame of, when they were 
the menthat ſhould purſue him to death, and whom they 
ſhould looke ypon when they had pierced him? 

Theſe things which haue beene ſpoken (though in very 
briefe and plaine fort) are, I cruſt, ſufficient to conuincethe 
lewes, that our Lord and Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt is that ſeed 


of 


, that Tach. 12. 


not the Prophet Eſay ſay of him, that Bia 53- 
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of the woman which ſhould breake the Serpents head, 
which deceiued Adam and Exe our firſt parents;and hee in 
Whom all the Naczons of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, and is 
Chriſt the true in all points the very true, certaine, and vndoubted Meſſias, 
Meſſuab:Erg", which was fore · prorr iſed and fore- told by their Prophets: 
—— — x4. for all things which were fore - told of the Meſſias, doe fily, 
ligun, fully, and only agree to him, and to no other. And therefore 
| I conclude againſt them, that the Chriftian Ręligion( which 
wee profeſſe, and which wee held deriued to vs from that 
Chriſtthe true Meſſias, the author thereof) is the onely true 
religion which is acceptable to God. 


| »>: CHAP. III. 
in hereis is ſhewed, that the (hriſtian Religion is the onely 
true Religion,againſtthe Gentiles, and all Infidels of the 


- world, 


The Heathen * Hat there is a God, the Heathen haue euet- 


con ſeſſed one more confe fled, and that there is but one 
2 God (as the Chriſtian Religion holdeth) 
n —_ * all thelearned ſort of the heathen Philo- 
Plot. Euneæ ſophers haue acknowledged: for ho ſo- 
1. 40.8. 1.2. euer they diſſembled at ſometimes, and 
Ex. 6. lib. . cap. 


applyed themſelues out wardly to the errourof the vulgar 
rer tb. 2.de ſort, in naming of gods, yet ſurely they neuer ſpeake of moe 
Abſl. e lib de tkan of one God. Which thing may appeare by Plato in an 
occa.cop-2> Epiſtle which hee writeth vnto Dionyſius King of Sicily, 
Procl.in Ther- yt ercin hee giueth him a ſigne when hee ſpake in ieſt, and 
1 & When in earneft: He diſcec tu ſcribam ego ſerio necne ; 
4m 1.3.42. cum ſeriò, ordior Epiſfalam ab vus Deo: cum ſecus, à plu- 
"If ribus. Hereby(fauh hee) ſhall os know whether I write in 
earneſt or not: for when I write in earneſt, I begin my letter 
with one God: and when I write not in earneſt, I doe begin m 
letter in the name of many Gods, And three ofthe moſt lear- 
. ned that euer profeſſed che Platouick ſeR, Plotinus, Porphy- 
rius, & Proclus, do allteſtiſie & proue in diuers parts of their 
works (being thẽ ſelues bur heathens chat both themſelues, 
and the maſter Plato, neuer beleeued indeed but one God. 


Ariſtotle 
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Ariffotle that enſueth Plato, and beganthe Sect of the Pe- 


ripatetickes, though hee were a man ſo much giuen to tbe 


ſearch of nature, as that ſometime he ſeemed to forget God, 
the author of nature; yet in his old age, when he wrote the 
booke'ofthe world, hee reſolueth the matter more cleetely, 
acknowledging alſo one God ; and faith moreouer in the 
ſame place, that the multitude of gods was inuented to ex- 
preſſe the power of this one God, bythe multitude of his 
' Miniſters. Whereby doth appeare, that belike the fooliſher 
fort of heathens did imagine of God as of earthly Princes: 
for they ſaw that cuery earthly Prince had a great many 
men Miniſters, otherwiſe called ſeruants, and attendants 
vpon — to declare and ſhew his power, his mage 
nificence and high honour;and therefore they thought like- 
wiſe, that the great and high God could not bee ſiifficiently 
conceiued ef, except it were ſuppoſed that hee kad a great 
number of inferiour gods waiting and attending Yo him c 
in like ſort to ſhet his greatneſſe and magnificence, This 
opinion of their Maſter concerning one God, Theophraſtus 
and Aphrodiſeus, two principall Peripateticks, doe con- 
firme at large. 

Zeno, the chiefe and Father of all the Stoicks was wont 
to ſay. (as Ariſtotle humſelſe reporteth) that e3rher ons God, 
er no God. Which Opinion of One God, is auerred euery 
whereby. Plmarch and Seneca, two moſt excellent wii- 
ters, and great admirers of the Stoicke ſeuerity. And be- 
fore them by Epriterws, a mano ſingular accoumt inthat 
ſect, whoſe words wereeſteemed Otacles; Dicendum ate 
ommia, num eſſe Deum, omnia regere, omnibn: prouidere : 
Before all things (ſaich be) we mutt affirme that there is one 
God, and that this God gouernerh all, and hath Prouidence 
ouer all. „Ad 35000 000 21007: ; (013231047; Nen | 

A for the Academickes, although their vſage wasto 
doubt and diſpute everything, as Cicers ſeemeth to doe in 


his diſcourſe concerning the gods; yer at laſt hee conclus cicero ib. de na 
derh in this point wich che Stoicks, who beleeued oye God, _ Des . 
And as for Soerates: ho was the Father and founder ofthe 1% * 


Ae. x Ua. 


Academicke ſect (and who was iudgte by the Oracle af Social. 
0 


Apollo 


Arxiſt. lil. de 


Theopb.in Me · 
tapb. Alex. 
Apbro lib de 


proud, 
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Apoll to be the wiſeſt man in all Greece) the world doth 
know that he was put to death for ieſting at the multitude 
of Gods among the Gentiles. 

Vide apud Plu- All theſe foure ſects of Philoſophers then (who in theit 

arch. de placit- time bare the credit of learning) made (as wee ſee) profeſſi- 

Pbiloſ. nj 9, 4 on of one God, whenthey came to ſpeake as they thought, 

. 4 > . 

Aklep. And yet if wee will aſcend'yp higherto the dayes before 
theſe ſects began, that is, ta Pyrhagerar,and Arobitas Ta- 
rentinus, awe: | 4 70 them againe to Aercarins Triſmegi- 
ſtus, that was the firſt parent of Philoſophy to the Egypti- 
ans, we ſhall finde them fo plane and — herein, as 
none can be more. Ir is true that the heathen did honour 
ſuch men as were famous (either for their vallant acts, their 
ſingular inuention in matters, their good turnes to others, 
ortheir owne rare gifts and qualities aboue others) with 
their title of Geds, but yet they beleeued not that thoſe 
men were Gods: yea they knew them to bee no otherthan 
mortallmen, which thing Treſmegiſtns ſheweth, when hee 

Triſm.in pæman. ſaithʒ Deosnen nates — canſanominamms: 
— We name them Gods, not in reſpect of their natures, but 
. fer honours fake. That is, we call them Gods, not for that 
vie thinke them to be ſo, but becauſe vnder that title, wee 

would honour ſame famous acti, or rare parts and quali- 

Cicero bu opinion figs which were in them. Cicero likewiſe teſtiſteth the ſame 
concerning ibe in theſe words; The life of mas (ſaick he) andcommunce- 
gods of the Pa- ff ems, haue now receinedtolift vp ta beauenly fame and good 
Ow por u. men as foribeir good turns are accounted excellent: 
and bereof it commeth, that Hercules, Caſtor, and Pollux, 

Perſeus bi opi · A ſculapius, and Liber, (which werobut men )are now rec- 
nion. EHerod. l. i. þ oned for ged. Perſens like wiſe, Zenves ſcholler, teſtifieth 
the ſame. And therefore did the Grecians truly vhinke, who 

(as Herodotws reporteth) thought that their Gods (whom 

they ſo called) were no other at firft than mortall men, and 

ſo is the common opinion of all. And when men and wo- 

men that were famous, excellent, and ſurpaſſing others, 

died, becauſe the memorie of them ſhould not die with 

them, but remaine as preſidents to follow, or ag perſons to 
beadmigedac : thoſe chat were liuing could not bee con- 


tent 


] 
} 
4 
a 
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tent to honour them with the title of Gods and goddefles, 
but alſo would needs haue their pictures or 
drawne, and ſet vp ſomewhere for poſterity to beho 


Hereof it came, that they after awhile began (as mans 7 be begizxiv 
naturall corrupt inclination is too prone that 100 to glue idolatry. hd 


honour and to doe reverence vnto them: and not fo con- 
tented, they proceeded further, and builded Altars and 
Temples vnto them, and at length conſecrated Prieſts, and 
appointed certaine rites, ceremonies, and ſacrifices to bee 
done there. The Deuill — — ie occaſion and ſit 
opportunity, (purpoſizgalwayes to ſeduce the world, and 
to hold — L 5 farre forth as he might) entred at 
laſt intothoſe Altars (which were dedicated to thoſe men) 
and vnder the names of thoſe men, made way to haue him · 
telfe worſhipped (in Read of the true God.) For true it is 
which the ſacred Pfalme witnefleth ; That the Gentiles fa» 
crificedtheir ſannet and daughters vnto devils, And which 


P aul ſaith, that wharſocuer the Gentiles offer, they offer vn- Pſal. 10 3 
to deuils, and not to God. For the deuils being entred into 1 Cor. 10.0. 


thoſe Altars, receiued their ſacrifices offered to them, bein 
glad they had them in ſuch a predicament: and becau 
their deluſion ſhould bee che ſtronger, vnder the names of 
thoſe men they would yeeld forth anſwersto ſuch as came 
to demand any queſtions of them, and thoſe their anſwers 
were written by their Prieſts, and called Oracles: and with 
ſuch ſlights thoſe deuillifh ſpirits bewitched the world, 
and deceied them. Of which their Oracles more fhall bee 

en hereafter. But here firſt I make this argamentagainſt 
them. 

They which ( how ſoener ignorantly ) werſbip denils, are 

re from the true Religion: this is plaine. 

But the Gentiles worſhipped denils : Ergo, &c. 

That the Gentiles Ken, deuils (not God) may 
appeare, firft by this reafoo, for that thoſe their gods al- 
lowed (yea required) not beafts, but men to bee ſacrificed 
vnto them, delighring themſelues in ſuch infinite naugtbers 
and manſlaughters, as were moſt cruell and ynnaturall, ſig- 
nifyingthemſcluesto bee thereby appeaſed, wherein God 

is 


4c 
* 
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Ped. de Inven. is moſt diſpleaſed, For (as Polydor Vergil hach collected) 


libs cap. 8. 


the people of Rhodes ſacrificed a man to Saturn. Inthe 
Iſland Salamis aman was ſacrificed to Agrauala. To Dio- 
medes in the Temple of Pallu, a man was offered, ho be- 
ing thrice led about the Altar by young men, was at laſt by 
the. Prieſt runne thorow with a ſpeare, and put into the 
fire and burnt, Among the people of Cyprus, Trucris ſa- 
crifieed humane ſactifice vnto Jupiter, and left the ſame to 
poſterity to follow. To Diana like wiſe humane ſacrifices 
. 

Amongſt the Agyptians, three men a day which were 
ſought out (if they were cleane) were ſacrificed to Iuus. 
Amongſt the Lacedemonians they were wont to ſacrifice 
a man to Marc. The Phenicians in the calamitous times 
of warre and peſtilence, were wont to ſacrifice vnto Sa- 
turne theit deareſt friends. The people called Curetæ ſacri- 
ficed children vnto Saturne. At Laodicea a Virgin was ſa. 
crificed to Pally, And amongſt the Atabians, euery yeare 
a childe was ſacrificed and buried vader the Altar, Alſo 
the Thracians, Scythians, the Carthaginians, and almoſt 
all the Grecians, (eſpecially when they were to goe to 
warre) ſacrificed a man. All barbarous Nations haue 
done 'thelike : yea, the Frenchmen and Germans : ea, 
the Romans themſelues did the like ſacrifice, as namely, 
to Saturne in tealy, a man was ſacrificed at the Altar: 
and not onely ſo, but hee alſs to bee caſt downe from a 


piay/ Halicar, bridge into the riuer Tyber. Dior /ine Halicarnaſſens wri- 


1. Antig. 


teth, that Jupiter and Apollo were maruellous angry, for 
that the tenth part of men were not ſacrificed vnto them, 
and therefore ſought they reuenge vpon Italy. Diodorus 
reporteth, that the Carthaginians when they were ouer- 
come of Agathocles King of the Sicilians, thought their 
god sto beangry with them; and therefore to appeaſe them, 
acrificed vnto them two hundred of the Noble mens ſons 
at a time. O monftrous cruelty ! Who then can poſſibly 
bee perſwaded otherwiſe, hut that theſe Gods of the Gen- 
tiles (which they thus worſhipped and ſacrificed vnto) wee 
mteie deuills, conſidering that ſuch monſtrous, vnkind, and 

vnna- 


The like was done to Heſwes and Teutatet. 
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vnnaturall flaughters of men ( which muft needs offend 
God 74 more) were the appeaſements of their anger and 
wrath ? 

aine, theſe Gods of the Gentiles, were not onely well 
pleaſed with theſacrificesofthe bloud of men, but alſo well 
liked and allowed of fornications, adulteries, and all yn. 
cleannes : for at Alexandria the Image of Saraywe was moſt 
deuoutly worſhipped, whoſe Prieſt Tynannus by name, 
brought certaine Matrons of the City, which he had ſele. 
Red out vnto that Image or Idoll, as being ſent for by their 
god; and there when the lights were put out, had to doe 


withthem in the name of that their god, Alſo among the 5%. Aden, 
N aſamones it was the cuſtome that the Bride the rkg 10 — no ms 


after her marriage ſhould lie with all the gueſts, in henour 
ofthe goddeſſe Venus. I therefore conclude,that thoſe gods 
of the Gentiles which delighted inthe ſlaughter of men, 
and likewiſe in their filthineſſe and yncleannefle, muſt needs 
beedeuils: for the kind and righteous God can abidenone 
of theſe things: as any mans owne reaſon, ſenſe, and vnder- 
ſtanding may teach them. 

2. Another argument to proue that gods of the 
Gentiles were Dcuils, is this: becauſe the Oracles which 
they gaue forth in matters mecrely contingent , were ei- 
therFiiſe, or elſe ſo ambiguousand vncertaine, as thag 
were deceitfull, and therefore could net come from God, 


but from the deuill. This falſhood and deceitfulnes of their Porpby.lb.do 
Ocacles, Porphyry hirnſelfe, the — Patron of * reſponſe 
the t 8 


teſtifieth in a ſpeciall booke o anſwers of 
wherein he profeſſeth that he hath gathered truly without 
addition or detraction, the Oracles that were moſt famous 
before his time, with the falſe and vncertaine euent thereof: 
in conſideration ef which euent, he ſetteth downe his owne 
iudgement of their power in predictions afcer this man- 
ner: The gods doe foretell ſome naturall things to come, for 
that they obſerue the order of their natunall cauſes : but in 
things which are contingent, or dee depend pon man will, 
they haue but conieflures, only in that by their ſubtilty awd 
celerity they preuent vs; but yet they oftentimes lie, and de- 

} ceine 


e gods, Orac ul. 


N 


crine vn inboth hinder ; for that ax natural thing: u 
riable, ſo mans wills e wore . Thus farre Per- 
" phyrie ofthe becies of his Gods: whereunto agreerh 

anether H the Grecians, named Oenemanc, 


Daumen de who for that he had beene much delighted with Ocacles, 
falßtare orazulo- nd more deceiued, wrote alſo a ſpeciall booke in the end 


K. of their fallhoods and lies; and yerſhewerk, that in many 
ings wherein t 3 * 
uince them of , for that (c 
would inuolue 2 ſwers (of wer Arq 0x, 
rities, xquiuocations,amphibologics, and deubtfulneſſe, 2s 
that alwayes they would ſeaue chemſclucs a corner Where 
in to ue theircredies, As for example, when Cræſi thut 
famous and rich King of Lydia, conſulted with the Oracle 
of «Apolle, whether he ſhould make warre againſt the Per- 
fans, and thereby obtaine their Empire; the Oracle gaue 
anſwerthus ; If Cræſi without feare ſhallpaſſe over Ha- 
hr, _ was — lay — — him _ Perſia) 
2 ſballbring to eo 4 and rich Kin V 
— — Cra: ſua * his army, 8 hope wa 
Perſia : but he loſt Lydia his owne Kingdome, and was 4. 
ceiued by that vncertaine Oracle, 

Like anſwer gauethe Oracle of Apolloto Pyrrbus King 
of Epirus, demanding whether hee ſhould proſper in the 
warre againſt the Romans: for it was delivered in theſe 
words; Atotee/Eacrda Romans vincrre poſſe:] ſay that the 
ſon of. Earns the Romans mayouercome. Vpon which O- 
racle, Pyrrbus the ſonne of Cacu thinking tobe the con- 
querour, was himſelfe yanquifhed by the Romans. 

A number more ſuch Ocacles there were, wherewiththe 
world was 1 truſted — but I need not 
recite them; as it appeareth) the Oracles and anſwers 
which their wicked ſpirits . forth in matters future 
and meerely contingent, were ſuch as mige be taken and 
conſtrued two wayes : and therefore their worſhippers (if 
they had beene wiſe to haue noted their curming and de- 
ceitfull anſwers, containing no cerrainty at all) they bad 

beene as good neuer to come at them to enquire of any 


mate 
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matter future: for they had ſuch 'ambiy — 
whereby they might remaine as vrreſol- 
ued as they were atfirft, and ſo depart home as wiſe as they 
came, ot rather more fooles than when they went. But whar 
might bre the reaſon why cheſe Devils or deviliſh ſpirirs, 
gaue no certaine anſwers to their worſhippers in theſe mat- 


ter future, whereof they were demanded) 


The reaſon is maniſeſt: for no doubt they would ifchey - 
could; that fo their credie nvghe haue brene the more. But 
it was a thing not in their power, hut onely reſerued vo 
God, to know and foretell certainly the chings' chat are to 
come: for herein God ptouoketh all tte Gods of the Gen- 
tiles to make triall and experience of their power, in theſe 
words; Declare vnto vs ſuith he hat ſba len ſue bereafrer, 
and thereby wee ſball know that yee are gods indeed. Which 
ſheweth that the certaine foretelling of things future, doth 
mavifeſt a diuine power, whereof cheſe deuiliſh ſpirits are 
not partakers : for had theſe wicked ſpirit : ſuch a power 
in them, as certainly to know and foretell ſuch things as 
were to come ; out ofall doubt they would then haue giuen 
ſuch cettaine, plaine, and yndoubted Oracles and anſwers 
inthis behalfe, as would have purchaied them euerla ſting 
credit in all the world. But now the falſheod and vncer- 
tainty and deceitfulnefle of them, haue got them juſtly per- 

uall diſcredit in all the world, and manifeſted them to 

no better than lying ſpirits, whoſe worfhippers were 
miſcrably deluded by them ; as even the Heathen them» 
ſelues haue teſtiſied. | 

Hauing thut briefly, yet I truſt ſufficiently, diſproued 


the religion of the Gentiles, as being a cruoli, wic ked, falſe, 


lying, and deceitfull religion, — in it no certainty at 
all whereupon men might reft, or aſſure themſelues; it re- 
maineth uo that I ſhew and proue agiinſt them the 
truth of the Chriſtian religon, which we profeffe, Where 
the fi ſt argument, to ſhew the powerfull and vndoubted 
truth thereof, ſhall be this: namely, the coafcſſion of the 
Gods ofthe Gentiles, chat is, of Deuills and hellifh Spi it 
themlclues, who hane giyen * hereof, ha 
11H t 
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their owne worſhi ,eſpecially when the time of Chriſt 
his appearing —— (who could bee the light of the 
Gentiles) drew neare and approached, For the manifeſta- 
tion whereof, two Oracles of Apollo may ſuffice ; the one 
whereof was to a Prieſt of his ono that demanded him 
oftrue religion, and of God: to whom hee anfwered thus in 


Swidas in Thulis Greeke: O thow vnhappy Prieft, why doe ſt thon acke mee of 


& Porphyr. 


& Godthat i the author of allthings, & of thu moſt renowred 


uur de vreculs, K, gs deare and only ſ1m:e, and of the Spirit that containerh 


Sxidas in vita 
Argufli. 
Nic. b. (tb. I. 
biff. cap. i 7 


all? Ce. Alas that ſpurit will enforce me ſhortly to ltaue thu 
habitation and place of Oracles. The other Oracle was to 
Anguſtus Ceſar, euen about the very timethat Chriſt was 


| ready to appeare in the fleſh : for the ſaid Emperour now 


drawirg to age, would needs goe to Delphot, and there 
learne of Apollo who ſhould reigne after him, and what 
ſhould become of things when hee was dead. Apollo for a 
great while would make no auſwer, notwithſtanding Au- 
guſtas had beene very liberall in making the great ſacrifice 
called Hecatombe: but in the end when the Emperour bee 
gantoirera'e his ſacrifice, and to bee iuſtant for avanſwer, 
Apollo (as it were er forced ro ſpeake) vtteted theſe ſtrange 
words vnto him : A» Hebrew childe that ruleth ouer the 
blefſedgods, commaend:th mee to leaue this habitation, and 
ont ef bard to get mee to bell. But yet doe thou depart in ſie 
lence from our Altars. Thus it appeareth: that this Hebrew 
chile (which is our Chrift Ieſus) hath power ouer the gods 
of the Gentiles, to command them vnto hell, frem whence 
they came, to enioyne them ſilence, and to remoue them 
from their habitations : and therefore the Religion of this 

werfull Ieſus(wnereofhe is the author) muſt needs, euen 
by the ack owledgement of the Devuilsthcmſclues (whom 


he doth command) be the true Religion. 


3. Another argument of the Diumity and truth thereof 
ie this : namely, that it hath remoued by the puiſſant force 
thereof, all the gods of the entiles, in deſpight of them, 
ceaſed their O:acles, and driuen them cleane out ef the 
earth, ſo that now they are no where tu be found. And fo 
it was fotetold by the Prophets, that Chriſt (whe be came) 

5 eAttennabit 


Ie 
1 
e 
n 
n 
f 
4 
q 
e 
0 
3 
* 
. 
t 
1 


Eod: Arrow againſt Atheifs,” & 
Aitentuabit m, Doss terre, (hall weare out all the gods Seu. 

of the eatth. The truth whereof, allthe world doth now ſee 

ckerely to be certaine and vndeubted by the euent. 

The Oracles and anſwers of theſe gods, cuen in Ciceroes ciem lib. i 
time (as Cicero himſcife witnefleth, who liued ſomewhat lin.. 
befare the comming of Chrift) began to ceaſe : and at laſt 
by little and little they ceaſed altogether, and were vtter'y 
extinct. It is reported that in Egypt (hen Chriſt was there rohe i.e; 
with /oſ:phand his mother Arp) all the Idols ofthat foo- 58. 15.1. 
liſh and iuperſtitious Nation fell downe of their one ac- 
cord; After wards, inthe time of the Em r Adrian, 
all ſacrifices vnto thoſe gods ceaſed, as alſo the Oracles of 
Apollo, and all other Oracles became dumbe. Wherefore 
Inuexal ſaith, Ceſſamt oracula Delphi, that is, The Oracles Funnel. 
ceaſe at Delphos. And another Poet ſaith: | 

Exceſſere ens adjths ariſqus relutis, 2 

Di j, quibus imperium hoc ſteterat, &c. that is: All the god 
whereby this Empire ſtood, haue departed from their 
Temples, and left their Altars and place of heir habitatioo. 
l arch affiimeth the like, & is much buſied to ſearck out Pluterch d. 
the cauſe and reaſon of the ceaſing of their Oracles, who 4 fe eraca⸗ 
being a Heathen was much troubled herewith, phe ſſing at —_ 
the matter, and vainly deuiſing fond cenceirs in his braine, 
not able indeed to pierce into the very cauſe thereof. But 
19 (euen that great patron of Paganiſme, and ene- 
mie of Chriftian Religion) can teach him, or any other, the 
true cauſe thereof, ſhe wing them that ſinee the comming 
of leſus, their gods aredumbe, and can doe them no good, 
but all are gone and departed from them. His words bee ä 
theſe: Nunc vero mirantur( inquit) ſi tam multot annos ciui - — — i ; 
tas peſte vexear, ciim et & ſculapint et al uij lange abſine 
ab es poſtea enim quam lxs vs colunr, mhil vriliiatu 4 dit 
conſeque poſſwmns, No ( ſaith he) hey maruell why thisci- 
ty is ſo mal yeares vexed with peſtilence, bẽ a ( deed) 
Aſrulapius and «ther gods be far gone and de parted from 
ic for fince the time that Jeſus is worſhipped, all our gods 
haue bin vnprofitable to vs. Conſideting then ti a: leſ) he 
author of the Chriſtian Relig's )hath ſilenced & vtterly de- 

* . C2 - ſtroyed 
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ſelues, the moſt ancient, St the beſt, haue teſtified of leſus 
Chriſt, and of the truth of his religion : for, in as much as 
Chriſt was appointed befote be creation oſ che world, to 
worke the redemption both of the Ie, & Gertile, and to 
make them both one people in the ſeruice of his father: 

here · hence it is that he was ſoretold, and not al 
vnknowne or vnhcard- of to both theſe Nations, and there- 
foxc diuers fore-wetnings and fignifications of him were 
lef : as wel amongſt the Gentiles as the Ie wens, to ſtir them 
vp toexpe ct his comming. For, ſirſt by the conſent of wri. 
ters it is agreed, that in thoſe ancient times there were three 
Leſcb. in Chron, famous men that liued together namely, Aurabam, (bo 
. deſcending from Hoer, vs the fur her or heginnet of the 
Hebrewes, who were aſter ward called the le wet) and with 
him Jab, and Zoroaſtres, hat werenot of that linage of He» 
ber, but(as wee call them for di ſtinction ale) Heathens or 
Job 1426, Gentiles, . [ob (wee know)tebiifieth of Chriſt, calling him 
* the Redeemar, d was mot a ſſined to fre him one day 
with his owe eyes, and none other for him, 3 
wormes ſhould dcftroy that body of his (as hee himſelſe 
— teſtificth) Zorsaſtres living thus in Abrahams time alſo, 
— — rag might (by account of Scriptures) (te or ſpeake with. Noo + 
—— for Abraham was borne threeſcore yeeres before Noe de. 
Ceſam,g  Cealced:and hereofit is, that inthe writings of Zereaftres, 
Procl ib & 3. Which are yet extant, or recorded by other Authors in his 
ran. name, there bee found very many plaine ſpeeches of the 
re Sonnc of God, whom be callerb Secandeny merten, che ſe- 
— cond minde: but much more is ta he ſceue in the weitings 
of Hermes Traſmegiſime (who receiued his from 
this Zoroaftres) by hom appeatech, that theſe fiiſt Hea- 
then Piulaſophers had manifeſt vnderſtanding of this ſe- 
cond perfogrin Trmity: whom Hermascalleth The firſt he. 
getron Sara of Ged:his only San hir deere, eternal: imme 
mble, & oxerruptible S whoſe ſacred name it ineffabie* 
foare his words, & after him agazne amongſ} the Garecnes 
| were 


alſo ſome Prophers among them 


— once EI. 
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, that they had 
for Balaam was a Pro- Numb. i 
pheramong the Gentiles, and 2 Geatile, and hee is ſuch a 
one as teſtified of Chrift, and of the Starre that ſhould ap- 
at his birth: by meane3of whoſe prophecie (it ſhould 
deme) che wiſe men inthe Eaſt ſteing that Starre, were al- 
ſured that Chriſt was borne, and th-refore came u long loũ- 
nie to ludea to ſec him; as one Goſpell ſhewethe Ihe ſame | 
Starte is enittorned by diuets Heathen writers, as by Pliny lia. ls. i. aal 
vnder the name ofa Comet (for fo they terme all extravr.. . 
dinaty Starre) which appeated in the latter dayeb of A4. 
as Caſar, & wasfarre different from all that euer 
appeared. And Plim ſaith of it: Ic cometa vuus toto orbe cou 
litur : That onely — is —— — throughout all the 
world, Caleidias a Platonicke doth ſay, that the Caldean 6 id. wad 
Aſtronomers did gather by contemplation ot this Starte, arp/. 
that ſome God deſcended from heauen to the benefit of Picin. rat. i 
mankinde. Stella mage 
The Gentiles alſo had certame women called Sybil, 
which were Propheteſſes, who being endued with a cer- Lad. ang 
taine ſpirit of prophecy, vttered moſt wonderfull particu- Gent. 
laricies of Chriſt to come : one of then beginning her 
Grecke metre in theſe very words: Know thy God, which 
the Samo of God. Another of them maketh a whole diſ. 
courſe in Greeke verſe called Acyoffichs, expreſly affix- 
ming cherein,that Chriſt leſus (by name) ſheuld be the Sa- 
uiour, and that hee wasthe Sonne of God, and expreſly 
faying that hee ſhould bee incarnate of a Vugin, that hee 
ſhould ſuffer death for our ſinnes, and that hee ſhould bee 
crucified, that he ſhould riſe againe and bee exalted into the 
glorious heauens, and from chence (at the time appoin- 
ted) and at the day oft be reſurrectionofall fleſh, come a- 
gain to the laſt iud gemem. Of theſc Syhis chere weie ten in 


jury words and ſentences were too lonpto 


Moreover, the Gentiles miſt 


| number; and talking of big are commin | into the world, Sybil. Samid 


they alſo ſay, hat Ratilans cum ſi das monſtrabir: Ablating apudBunl,. 
; 8 . | Starre 
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beleeue their one hets, they muſt likewiſe beleeue 
the Chriſtianreligion(whereof leſus Chriſt is the author, of 
whom they abundantly teſtifie, ) Now, leſt it might bee 
theught by ſome ſuſpicieus heads, that Chiſtians haue de- 
uiſed and inuented theſe things, as alſo that it may yet more 
fully appeare, that Chriſt before his comming was notified 
| ouer the world, by meanes of thoſe yerſes of the Sybils : it 
Varro lib. de reb. muſt bee remembred, that Marcus Varro a learned Ro- 
uin. ad Ceſt- mane (who liued almoft an hundred yeeres before Chriſt) 
rien. Toni. Max. maketh mention at large ot the Sybils, (who in number, he 
ſaich, were ten) and of their writings, countries, and ages, 

_ _ asalſo of the writers and authors, that before his time had 
Feneft.cop.dt i jeft memory ofthem: and both hee and Feneftelle (another 
8 Heathen) doe affirme, that the writings ofthe Sybs!s were 
. gathered by the Romanes, from all parts of the world, 
where they might be heard of, and laid vp with great dili- 

See the on Sence and reuerence in the Capitoll. S 1billa Erithrea, who 
of Conft.in made the former Acrofiick verſes, teſtifieth of her ſelfe( as 
Euſeb. lib. g. cap. Conſtantine the Emperour doth record) that ſhe liued about 
23. & vitaConft. fix lundred yeares after the floud of Noah: and her coun. 
triman Apollodorus Erithræus and Varro do — that ſhe 

lived before the warre of Troy, and prophecied to the Gre- 

cians that went to that warre, that Troy ſhould be deſtroy- 

ed, (as it came to paſſe) which was more chan a thouſand 

yeates before Chriſt was borne. Cicero alſo(that died more 

than forty yeares before Chriſt was borne) tranſlated . into 

Latine the former Acrofticke verſes, (as Conſtantine ſaith) 

which tranſlation was to bee ſeene in his works, whea Con- 

i tine.wrotethat his Ocation : See Cicero of theſe Acro- 

Cie. lib. . de di> [tick verſes of Sybilla, li. a. de Dininations.And finally Su- 
vinat. Suetor. tonjus an heathen recordeth, that Auguſtus Ceſar (before 
Tranſca d · de our Sauiour Chriſt was beme) had ſuch ſpeciall regard of 
\ the ſayings of the Syb ili, that he laid them vp in more ſtrai- 
tex order than before, vndex the Altar of Apolio,in the bill 
3 — * = — 
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Palatine, where no man might haue the fight ofthem, but 
by ſpeciall licence. And ſo much for the credit ofthe Sybiii, 
who gaue full teſtimony of eur Sauiour Jeſus Chriff (by 
name:) and therefore if the Gentiles will belecue them, 
who were their owne Prophets, and highly reuerenced of 
all the world) they muſt alſo beleeue our Goſpell, and the 
Chriftianreligion to be the onely true religion. Laſtly, the 
Gentiles night haue the ynderttanding of Chriſt the Meſ- 
ſias by the Hebrew Scriptures, which were in the Greeke 
language diuers ages before Chriſt was borne. For Prolomy 
King of Egypt, which had the famous Library, was ſtudi- 
ouſly inquiſitiue to ſearch outthe originall of all Nations 
and religions, and hee found that the people of the Tewes 
was the moſt ancient, and that they onely had the moſt cer- 
taine and vndoubted hiftory bf thecreation of the world. 
and therefore hee ſent vnto them, to ſend to him from Ieru- 
ſalem ſeuenty men, by whoſe eee Bible might 
bee tranſlated out of Hebrew intotheir tongue, which was 
done accordingly. As alſothe Gentiles might haue know- 
ledge efthis Meſſias either by acceſſe into the Tewifh coun. 
trey, or by theacceſle of the Iewes into their countrey : as 
namely, by their long bondage in Egypt, as alſotheic long 
captiuity in Babylon, &c. But I conclude this matter thus: 
Sith the Prophets of both Iewes & Gentiles (hat is to ſay, 
the Prophetsofall the world) hauegiuen full, plaine, and 
euidem teſtimony of Ieſus Chriſt, the ſonne of God, that 
thetefore his religion is the only true religion, and all other 
to be reicRed and deteſted. | 
5. That religion which is molt ancient, is the true religion 
(for truth was firſt, in ſo much as errour is nothing elſe but 
the corruption of truth, or wanderirg from truth: ) but the 
religion whereof Chrift is the Author, is the moſt ancient 
(in as much as Chriſt the author thereof is the moſt ancient 
of dayes, beingthe Sonne of God, a8 alſo becauſe kee is te- 
ſtified of by the Hebrew records, which are the moſt anci- 
ent writings in the world: ) Ergo, the Chriſtian Religion is 
that which muft needs bee the onely true Religion in the 
world, For it is a true ſaying of Tertullian, Verum quod pri- 
| C : mam 
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Prax, 


J Am eint Atheiſts, 


adulterium oft: Thas ic t 


ee 4s adulicrate which is not the firſt, Thatthe 


Hebrew records doe teſtiſie and forethew Chriſt to come 
is declared before in the ſecond: Chapter, and none can de- 
ny it. For he was promiſcd co. Adam. che firft manthat euer 
God made, vnder the name of theſcedofthe woman, that 
hould breake the Serpents head: he was foretold to Ala. 
lan, that he ſhonld come of his ſced, in v hom all the Nati- 
ons ofthe earth ſhould be bleſſed. 

Jacob foretold of him, calling him Shila, and that hee 
ſhould be the expectation ofthe Gentiles. God tellech Ado. 
fes of kim, and forcfheweth to him, that hee ſhould bee the 
Piophet, whoſe voice all ſhould heare and obey, &c. Con- 
ſiderivg then that hee is come, and that hee is the very ſame 
that was foretold by the w ritings of Aiſes, and by the He- 
brew, records, whichare the moſt ancient records in the 
world, I conclude, that his religion (whereof hee ische au. 
thor ) is the ouely true religion. 

The antiquity of the Hebrew hiſtory to bee long before 
all other, is acknowledged by che Heathen themſelues and 
therefore I need not to prove it: onely this I ſay, that Enpoy 


Roaſeh.kb.10. de lem and Enſcbing alſo doe ſay, that letters (uich are che 
$1 par. Enang. beginning of words that ſhould bee wiitten) were firſt 


found out by, Maſen aud by him deliuered to the lewes, and 
that the Jewes taught themto the Phenic ians, and that laſt 
ly, the Greciaus receiued them af the Phenicians und lere. 
orethe Hebrewes muſt needs het they, amongſi whom the 
firſt & moſt ancient Records of the world ere to be found 
25 Plolemn alſo King of Egypt did finde and affirme, and 
therefore made much ot the Rebrew Scriptures, Noy then 
for as much as the Hebe w dee and hiftories bee the 
moſt ancient, they muſt alſo needs bee ſuppoſed true, in as 
much as in themiſelues they all ae in a ſyyget hagmonie, 
and no other records are able to d iſproue them: yea, if men 
vill be ſo incredulous a fo doubt of Maſas hiftory (because 
c is ſo ancient) why may they not (wi h as good reaſon al · 
0) doubt of any oo Vitory Which is ancient, and long 
beſyre their ties? But becauſe ſome are of ſa lurle _ 
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cad. Arras aa Aubell. (7) 
the hiſtory doe ſufficiently glue eredit to it ſelfe 

—_—_— — — in this behalfe, Twiſt 
priefly ſhew, that cucn the heathen Hiſtoriographeri and 
writers doe confirme the ſame, that fo thecredit and teue- 
rence due unto Afoſes,may be teſerued, and wicked ton 

that backe againſt him may be ſtopped. The very heathen 
and profane writers themſclues that ſpeake of Moſes, 


ſpcake of him moſt reuerently ; in ſo much, that Trebcllrw J 
Pollio (peaking of Alo ſes, Solum Dei fameliarim Vocat : _— "mn 


Doth call him the onely man with whom God was fami- 


liar. Cornelizes Tacitus, although hee ſpeakech what hee can 1 cit. Auna! lib. 


againſt the religion ofthe Iewes, yet cannot diſcredit Aſo. 21. 
ſes biftory, but is enforced to confeiſe (according to the hi- 
fory written by Aoſet) chat after there were botches and 
ſwelling ſores ſent into the land of z Which were 
noyſome both to men and bead, the King of Fgypt then 
tooke oi der, that the te of the Hebrew mould goc out 
ofhis land, and ad- part Whither they ſhould bee directed. 
Procoging vlc entioneth laſt aa. che fonne of Vun, Moſes 
ſocc-ior, and ſairh, that the people of Phœaicia, for feare of 
„ales. and ofthe Iſtaclites, left their owne Countrey, and 
departed into Aﬀricke : hee mencionerh likewiſe the Febu« 
hes Getgelites, and the other people namediin the facred 
we e. —— ohe of the mot ancient writers next to 
"Moſes & an htathen, det moniontherwo Fables of tone 
herein the law of God was written, and wiſheth moreo- 
ner, all ſuch as hee ſtudious of vertue, to learne out of his 
verſes divine ko ledge:exely(ſaick he) rhey ſpall un- 
2 & know the author afrbæ mu which is one God, 
which creajedgallthings, cheriherh alltbings; newurifterh al 

things who i et ſeenen;th menus. but is penceiurd on- 

ly b the mind:which doth v hurt to moriall men, ix ſo much 

As = u the 5gnfer. aua pracurer of albgood things. Further - 

more he addeth, hatt n bark ſions Gog as av 

time, exerpt ont acertaine meſh codly eld man that came of 
the (aldean: (viz. Moſes.) At laſt hee concludeth with 

thisſayir g;1hat he hadſcarncd theſe thing rom of thee omwnw= 
ments which God in times paſt had delmeregin two tables of 
ones 
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ſtone. Linus alſo faith, that God created all things, and in 

the ſcuench day had finiſhed allthings, Homeralſo and He. 

fodus ceſtifie the ſame, the one ſaying that the ſeuenth day 

did perfect and finiſh all things; the other, Septimam lacem 

faiſſe ſandtam & præfulgidam : That the ſeuenth day was 

moſt holy aud bright. How the earth was without forme 

before it was faſhioned by God, O«id teſtiſieth, calling it 

a Chaos, Which is rudis iudigeſta que moles, arude and vn- 

faſhioned heape : which Hemer and Heſiodus alſo teſtifie, 

calling it Hyle, a certaine ynſhapen and rude matter, which 

God after wards brought into good forme and faſhion, 
Theſe haue teſtified, wee ſee, of the Creation of the world, 
(which is the great maruell of maruels) affirming in man. 

ner the very words of Moſes which hee writeth in Genefis, 

ſhewing that the world had a deginning, and that God 

- created heauen and earth, and all therein in ſeuen da yes, 

and that the ſeuenth day was koly vnto the Lord. And 

Vide Plut de this truth of Moſes hiſtory concerning ꝛhe Creation of the 
plarit. Phil world, all the chiefe and beſt learned Phiſoſophers a- 
mongK the heathen did alſo firmely beleeue. The floud 
that — the world, which we call the floud of Noah, 
leſ lib. de antiq. not onely Ouid teſtifieth in his Metamorphoſis, but alſo di- 
44. * uers ancient heathen writers, namely Beroſus Caldæus, 
de prep Bang. Teronymuse/Egyptues, Nicholaus Damaſcems,eAbydenus, 
and others (according as both ſoſephns and Euſebius dot 

roue. e | 

: $a the Tower of Babylon, and confuſion of 
tongues there, (which Afoſes recordeth, en. 11.) teſtimo- 
Euſeb.lib. it ny is giuen by eAbydenss, that lived about King Alexan- 
prepicap.h ders time, and by Sylulla, and bythe wordsof Heftiews, 
concerningthe land of Sennar, where it was bailded : and 

rheſe Gentiles do fhew byreaſon, that if there had not been 

ſome ſuch miracle in the diuiſion of tongues, no doubt but 
that all tongues being deriued from one, - all men are 
of one Father) would till haue retained the ſame language, 
which we ſee, was ſeene long, not to be inthe world: the 
difference of languages in the world, is a proofe of that 

confuſion oftongues. R 


Of 


Ir 
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Of the long life of the firſt Patriarks, not onely the fore- 

named Beroſus Caldere, — — e/Egyptns, Nicolaus 

Damaſcenus, Alydemu, but allo Aauetheuu, that gathered / 

the hiftory ofthe Egyptians, Mols Haſtiaur, that wrote 

the Acts of the Phœnicians, He/iodvs, Hecatens; Abderica / 
Helanieus. e/&#ſilans, and Ephorus doe teſtifie, that theſe 

firſt inhabitants of the world did liue ſo long, And they 

alleage the reaſonthereof to bee for the multiplication of 

people, and for the bringing of all Sciences to perfection, 

eſpecially Aſtronomy and Aſtrology, whichfas 5 write) 

could not bee brought to any ſufficientperfeion by any 

one man that had liued leſſe than fix hundred yeares, in 

_ ſpace the great yeare ( as they call ir) retumeth 

about. 

. Of Abraham and his affaires L haue a d ſome hea- Ir. Poybiſt 
then writers before, as Beroſus, Hecataus, ind Nicholaus Ib. de Judaica 
D amaſcenns:but of all others, Po/yhiſtoy alleageth Eupole- b fioria. 

uus moſt at large of Abrahams being in Egypt, of his fight 

and victory in the behalfe of Lor, of his etertainment by 
King Mole biſedech, of his wife and ſiſter Sara, and of other 

his doings, eſpecially ofthe ſacrifice of his ſonne I ſaac. To 

whom agreeth Melo, in his bookes written againſt the 

Iewes, and Artabanus, of the ſtrange lake whercinto Se- 

dom and Gomorrah were turned by their deſtruction, cal- 

led CMare mortuum the dead ſea, where nothing can liue, G alex. it pl. 
both Galen, Pau ſanias, Solinus, Tacitus, and Strabo, doe Pauſun i lie. 
teſtifie and ſhe the particulat wonders thereof. Soli. n Pohbift 
From Abraham done to Moſcs writeth very particu- Tait. ub vil. 
larly the ſaid Ale ander Polybiſtor, albeit het mingleth 
ſometime certaine fables: whereby appearetii that hee 
tooke not his ſtory wholly out of the B bie. And hee allea- 
get h one Leodemus, who = hee faith) lived with Moſes, 
and wrote the ſelte ſame things as Moſes did: and with 
theſe alſo doe cencurre 7 Hheodorus a molt ancient Poet, Ay. 
tabanus & Phulos, Gentiles. And thet fore it is maniſeſt that 
Moſes hiſtory(asalſo all the reſt of the ſacred & canonicall 
Scriptures)is no fable or fained matter(asthe Deuill would 
make vs beleeue) but a true, certaine, and moſt yndovbred 
| hiſtory 
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hiſtory in allpoincs. All which matters berſufficiencly and 

— he wed alſo ouen by the Heuchens writings, 

which are too tedious to be here rehearſed, | 

But the great wonders and miracles which Afoſe: did, 

being acknowledged to bee done not by his o. power, 

but by the power of God, doc ſuffictently giue credit vnto 

him: of whom and of wheſe acts doe beare witneſſe, not 

onely the forenamed (eſpecially Artabana in his booke 

of the Iewes) but many other alſo (eſpecially Eapolemut) 

out of whom Polybiftor reciteth very long oarrations ot the 

wonderfull and ſtrange chipgs done by Moſes in Egypt. 

Yea, the miracles done by him, the greateſt euemies that 

euer he had in the world, that is, Appiexin his foutth book 

againſt the Iewes, and Porphyriein his fourth book againſt 

the Chriſtians doe conſeſſe. And Porphyree adioyneth more 
mad for piooſe thereof, namely, chat hee found the fame things 
— — 18 confirmed by the ſtory of one Sacontathom a Gentile, whe 
— lined (as hee ſaith) at the ſame time with Aoſes : but all 
ſian, thoſe miracles (ſay thoſe two his great enemies) were done 
by Art Magicke, and not by the power of God. Bur firſt, 
where could Moſes, a ſumple ſhepherd, learne fo much Ma- 


ick?Or why could not then the Magicians of Egypt 
- 4 wit deli 5 nf 2h 


either doethe like, or at leaft uer themſelue 
thoſe plagues that were in Egypt (eſpecially fince theirſtu- 
dy was in Art Magicke — 2 infancy ?) yea, why did 


Exod.3.149., they cry our, The finger of God is hore, when they could not 
doe as hee did ꝰ or letthem anſwer why Pharaoh King of 
Exod. 9. 10. 11. Egypt did ſpeake to CMoſes and Aaron, ſaying: Pray yes 
* vnto the Lord, hat he may tahs away the frogs from mc, aud 
fron my people. His great Magicians belike could not do it: 
yea, hes ſignifieth in chat ſpecch, that none can doe it but 
God ; yea, and that neither Aſoſernor Aaron could doe it 
any other wiſe than by praying vnto God. And indeed A- 
ſos and «Aarondid by prayer vnto God effect it, at the ve- 
ry ſame time thatthe King did —_ it to be done: that he 
and all the world might know that there was not any like 
nto the God of Iſrael, 
Where did you euer heare of ſuch workes done by Aut 
| Magicke 
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mighrie red Sca, chat the pbeplcof Iſrael through 

che — — vpoa 

Pharanh aodalthisboft; them andi all their Exod 14. 
potion Ex m 

—— | 


lohan rien, befide doe ——— — 
made a vary Nocke by ſming it, to yerid forth abun- 
dance ol water, ſufficient: for 2 hole c nie of, I. | 
ract 2, When be cauſed! che grodmd to nge And Cualios Nunhia 
downtaliue, thrte ofthe greatefiefihig ann Coral; D 
* . chtintabernacles; dagger 
aud 
Bes — wonkeds — or ao Ado» 
ſe did \hcalwaiezacknowlodgedro ome fm Cd, read» 
Ce — 
all che glory vnto zin, in 
— — ſinne, nor the 
finofhis people, no nes the ſinne af Aura bia one hro - Deut. 33. 
— — Any his ates, nor af Lem hia Gtaudiubher, Cen 40. 
other eafhiclinagrrand bindeed. Neicher did be Numb. 2. 
— = or goe abou ( although hes were in glace of "4 


power and — it ) d el 
ſoancsiato the ruſc and — (Al. 

ä — — theonelynuleand gouera · Deut. 3. 
2 vntoa Roqinger, named 


et Ge- c Numd.37: > 


All Which chingsdoe cher (and many more zoo dodieus 
to lehearſc) that aleo bath im his writdings,n hin warde, 
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ſpire, hut a mecke, 2 

ruant of God in al matters. 
The hiſtare af Mlaſcotheraſpre bei 

and the ſame being moſt vndoubrad 

ſo mach as hee aug. his — 7 
Chriſt, which ns to com, aud 
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came from the boſome of his Father, 2 and many 
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ligion,und all ocheriel 
quity and tri h) to be oued. | 

None can diſcredic Afoſes,nor the Plahnes,nor any of 
the Prophers ſtthe lewes, but they muſt wichall diC.. 


Ls eee. 


. # 
„ 4 


credit · Chriſt (9 for Chriſt faith thus of bimſelſr, that A 


maſt befulfiledwhich were vn? ef himvin . ſer the Pro- 
poets; and the Pd. Againe hee ſendeth tuch as would 
know of him whether hee were the true TALeſſias, to the 
Scriptures of che lewes ſaying thus: Search the Scriprares, 


for cl arochey chat teſtifie of me; SSthat Chriſt, Aoſer, 


the Pialmes, and the Prophets, ina word, the whole Cano. 

nicall Scriptures ofthe lewes doe go atme in arme, and be 
linked together like inſeparable friends that will not bee 

ſundred : and therefore the one is alwayes a proofe for the 

other; as likewiſe a diſproofe of the ttuth of the one, ia 
diſproofe ofthe other: and therefore is it, that thougli the 
incredulous lewes bee ſo falſe in friend ſhip, asthat they will 

not — vubeleefe) take part with the Chriftians, yet 

the Chriſtians bo more firine, and will hold with the Scrip- 
tures of the led to the death. No if there were no more 

to proue the Divinity of Chriſt, but the great and worider= 

full miracles which hee did (ſome whereof were ſuch as ne- 

uer any did before, nor could doe but God onely) it were 

ſufficicattoptoue him to be the Sonne of God, and that hee 

miracles that he did (being fam not oueſy in Iudea, but 
in all the Romane Empire, and ſo ouer all the world) are 

and were ſuch as none of the Heathen dare doe, or can de- 

ny, but allacknowledge. And thetfotę I cope lude, chat the 

Chriſtian religion, proceed ing ftom ſb diuine a power, and 
from one whole workes and wonders are aboue all the 

world, is the moſt vndoubted true Religion. 

7. Chriſt did neuer any hurt on earth, but hee did mar- 
ueilous much good, hee healed all manner of diſeaſes, hee 
cauſed the dumbe to ſpeake, the halt togoe, the blinde to 
ſee, and the deafe to heate: he i illei the raging ofthe unds 
and ſeas, gaue ſight to him that was borne blinde, raiſed the 
dead to lie againe, caſt our Deuils; knew mens — 

an 
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and did ſuch workesz$no n esa · de except God 
were with him, yen; except himſelſe were G68, Mortouer 
his life was ſuch, as none was able to accuſe him of any 


ſinne, ſo pure and vnreptooueable was hec. Againe the 
docttine hee taught was farre from àᷣ World ie ſpirit, being 


moſt heauenlie;moſt innocent; and moôſt diuĩne, for neuer 
any man ſpake as hee ſpale, nor with ſuchi authority. Again 


he al wales pronounced that he ſought not his owne glorie, 


(which deceiuers are wont to doe) but the glor ie of his fa- 


thetzand aa hee ſpake, ſo it was Mdecde. The whole courſe 


of his life and death reſurredtidn, and aſcenſion doth ſhew 


the ſame ; For when the Tewes Would haue made him an 


earthly King. hee would none of ie, but conueied himſclfe 
away, Iohn 6. 1 5. teaching his Miniſters to doe the like: 
Luke 22. 25. 26 : for he proetilmed that fis kingdome 
was not ef tha world, John 18: 36. bin that he came to doe 
the will of his father. Ouer and aboue all this, he was the 
greiteft Prophet that euer was, and foretold diuers things 
( as — that hee ſhould be crucified of the le ces, and 
the third day riſe againe : that Ieruſalem and the Temple 
ſhould bee de ſtroyed ere that generation poſſed: that after 
his aſcenſion, the holy Ghoſt ſhould come vpon his Diſ- 
ciples aflembled at Teruſalem, and diuers others) all which 
the world do:h ko came to paſſe accord ingly. And no- 
thing which kee hach ſpoken, but it ſhall bee performed: 
for there was neuer any fraud within his lips, or falſe- 
hood within his tongue. And therefore ] conclude, that the 


religion of him (ho as moſt holy in his life, moſt harme- 


lefle towards others, moſt bouatifull tou ards all, moſt 
wonderfull in bis workes, moſt true in his prophecies, 
moſt heauenly in his doctrine, not ſaueuring of any car- 
nal delight or worldly affection, nor by any way or meanes 
ſecking his owne glory, but the glory of God, and to doe 
the will of his Father) is and mult needs bee the onely true 

Religion. 112 Pi Wn 
— her argument I frame thus; That Religion which 
prececdeth vndoubtedly from God, is the true Religion: 
But the Chriſtian Religion proceedeth yadoubredly from 
God 


5 ee A re k. 
Cad, 0, . That 1 groceedethi wdoubeed] from 
God, — 3, Rache it muſt proceed from . 


d, or 


froms Doaul), or frog mens but it is too holy to proceed. 


either from men or Devils ; tor it ouerthroverhthe works 
aud kingdome of che gue, and forbiddeth the 
ſpirir ofche ocher : (chmmanding men toeur their ene.. 
mies, to doe good to them that hate chem and perſecute 
them) and it couderuneth their wanton eye, and the adulte- 
rous thoughts of their hearts, and their couetous humour, 
admitting no vncleanuaſſa ar impurity, and forbidding all 
e wickedneſſe, beit ecuer ſo ſeotet or eloſe. Sith 
it is ſo N contrary to mens aſſections, 
where with naturally they be carried, and tfut it comman- 
deth to be holy, euen as Sod is holy; it is manifeſt, chat it 
can neither he of mans devi nor of the Deuills inuen- 
r cherefareg that it muſt needs be of God, 
and conſequently the onely true — — 

g. Anether ar is this: that Religion which reſpe- 
cteth onely the glory of God, is, and muſt needs bee the 
onely true Religion, gut ſuch is the Chriſtian Religion: for 
it allo weth not any man te glory in himſclfe, but ſheweth 
that whoſocuer glorieth, ſhould glory in the Lord, 1 Cor, 
1. 30,3 #. Ram. 4. 2. Therefore the Chriſtian Religion is the 
N ſprezding and ling of the Goſ 

10. Laſtly, i ili the Gofpell 
of Chriſt — the yniyerſa] — PA all the — 
{both lewes and Gentiles) were ſet and oppoſed againſt 
it, doth demonſtrate pleacifully and effectually, that the 
Chriſtian Religion proceedeth from God, and that God 

is the author thereof; for if it had not had a God to protect 
and patronage it, and to make it paſſe currantly chr 
the world, it muſt needs haue beene vtterly ſuppreſſed and 
choked, even in the ſpringing and firſt riſing thereof. For 
after the aſcenſion of Chriſt Ieſus intp heauen, what were 
his few Apoſtles (inthe iudgement of reaſonable men) able 
to doe for che ſpreading and preuailing thereof, againſt the 
force aud power of all the world, which was then ready 
pews al eech fry ood Grad, vielmce and vengeance, 


; 


XUM 


Gods Arrow agdinff Atheife, 41 
and with all their deuices which they could inuent to ſup- 

reſſe it > Or what eloquence had his few Apoſtles, to per- 
Pede the world, or any therein, to the receiuing and em- 
bracing of that Chriſtian religion which they were appoin- 
ted to preach? They (as all men know) were reputed and 
knowne to bee ynlearned men, but onely that they were 
taught and inſtructed by the Spirit of God, which (accor- 
ding to the promiſe of Chriſt their Maſter) at the time ap- 
pointed deſtended downe vpon them, being aſſembled at 
Jeruſalem; by which ſpirit they were enabled to ſpeake all 
languages, and emboldened to preach his Goſpell and reli. 
gion in ſuch ſort, and with ſuch puiſſant and diuine wiſe- 
dome, as none ſhould be able to reſiſt that ſpirit they ſpake 
by, howſoener their perſons might bee hindred, moleſted, 
vexed and perſecuted. This, euen this is a wonder of won- 
ders, and an infallible demonſtration of the diuiue vertue 
of the Chriſtian religion, that it hauing ſo few to publiſh it, 


and ſuch as they were, & being encountred by all the Prin- 


ces and Potentates of the world, it ſhould not withſtandin 
ſs ſtrangely preuaile, as within a ſhort time to be — 
ly ſpread ouer the face of the whole earth. Who can now 
ſay bur that it was protected, and preuailed by the power af 
God ? for the power ofall the world was agaiaſt it: and if 
the Chriſtian Religion had beene nobettet protected by 
God, than by men, alas it had periſhed long ago; yea, it had 
neuer liued vntill this day, but it had been choaked euen at 
the firſt vpriſing, and as it were in the cradle or infancy 
therof. Let all witstherfore throw dovyne themſelue , & let 
all tangues freely confeſſe the diuine vertue of the Chriſti- 
an religion, which could not bee (topped or ſuppreſled: but 
was ſo mighty, as that the power of all the world, and all 
the deuils in hell ioyning with them, was not ableto ſtay 
the courſe and paſſage thereof, but that it did preuaile, and 
that within ſhort ſpace, ouer all the earth. And therefore 
the Chriſtian Religion (without all doub ) is the onely true 
Religion, whichcame downe from heauen, being brought 
by leſus Chriſt the true Meſſias, from the boſome of God 
the Father. Of whick(hauing ſo _ & ſo inſallible argit- 
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ments to proue euery mans ſenſe the truth thereof) none can 
doubt, except he wil alſo doubt whether the eie doh ſee, the 
care doth heare, and the heart doth vndorſtand: the euidence 
thereof is ſo cleare and manifeſt, asthat it is abſe, if not to 
conuert, yet to conuince all gainſayers whoſocuer, and to 
make vs that already prof: ſſe, firmely to hold the ſame; 
knowing for certaine, that the Chtiſtian Religion is the on- 
ly true religion in the world, and that ſaluation is no where 
elſe to be ſought. For run ouer all the religions of the world, 
and where ſhall you find any ſo pure, ſo diuine, ſe powerfull, 
ſo miraculous? it hath all rhe ſignes, rokens, arguments and 
proofes that may bee; forthe ſplendent truth chereof, and to 
demonſtrate, that vndoubtedly ir came from God. 


CH AP. IV. 


Hherein 1 bri-fly ſhewed, the religion of Mahomet 0 bec A 
falſe and wicked Religion, 


A F I ſhal ſpeak ſomethivg ofthe Mahome- 
tit Religion, Ithinke the truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion will appeare ſo much 
the more: for when blacke and white ate 
laid together, the white cartieth the grea - 
ter eſtimation and glory with it. And be- 
fide, Ma omet himſelfe teſtifieth of Chriſt, to be a 
Prophet of God, and a great worker of miracles: Aud that 
the ſame Ieſus Chriſt was borne of the Virgin Mary, that he 
lined without fin among mer, that he was a Prophet, & more 
than a Prephet, aud that hee aſcended into the heawens: and 
therefore he reproued the ewes, for that they would not be- 
leeue him to be borne ofa Virgin. But onthe other ſile, be- 
cauſe he would not haue Chriſt to beare credit aboue him, 
hee diſliked that hee ſhoald be called or reputed the Son of 
od. But beſide the teſtimony of all the former Prophets of 
the world, bothle we & Gentiles (as is afore ſhewed) who do 
all teach, that he ſhould be the Sonne of God, Suidas doth 


mot eouer confute this falſe Prophet, who xepaxterh in his 


hiſtory 


IT „ 
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hiſtory that the Phariſies at Ieruſalem called a Councell to 
find out the father of leſus. They inioyned certaine women 
to ſearchhis mother: the women affirmed they found her a 
Virgin. Then was it recorded in the famous Regiſter booke 
of the Temple, Ieſusthe ſon of q od, and of Mary the Virgin. 
This proueth, not one ly that the mother of Teſus was a Vir. 
gio,( which Mahomet truly held) but alſo that leſus wasthe 
Son of God(which Miabomet allowed not.) And indeed 
HMahomets religion is a patched religion, mixt partly with 
ludaiſmme, partly with Gentiliſme, partly with Papiſme, 
partly with Chriſtianiſine, being ſubtilly contriued borche 
erecting of the ſame, and to bring followers after him, 
whereof ſhall be ſpoken more hereafter, 

The beginning of CMahomers vſin ping, and of his ſect, Maithems Palm. 
vas thus: many hundred yeares after Chriſt, namely, in the _ c _ 
yeare of our Lord 597. aud in the reigne of Mauritius the — Sar 
Emperour, when as Fregerius Magnus was Biſhop of recen. & Tur 
Rome; his Mahomet was borne (being oftheline of Iſina- Orig. 
el cke ſonne of Abraham, by Agar the bond-woman, ha- 
uing vnto his father one Abdara, and vnto his mother one 
Emma, being very obſcure and baſe parents) in Mecha a 
City of Arabia: his parents deceaſed, and left him a very 
young Orphan, who in ſhort time by miſadventure was 
taken captiue. This being once knowne vnte his kindred, Vat. Geegr. 
one Ademonaples (ſaith Jolas eran) an Iſmaelite, bearing 56.42. 
him good will, for nis fauour and forwardneffe of wit. paid 
his ranſome, and made him ſecuant and factor inall his 
merchaudize. | 

Not long after, his Maſter died without iſſue, and his ſer- 
uant Mahomet matched with his Miftreſſe, a widow cf fif- 5 
ty yearcs of age, called Eadigam, and (faith Paulus Dia. Pall 1 
conus) his one kinſwoman : fo that his matter being o RN 
credit and ſubſtance, and his miſtreſſe (aſterwards his wife) 
of no leſſe account, and fo ſhortly after departingthis life ; 
hee ſucceeded them boch in credit, and all their ſubſtance, 
and by this meanes grew to a great power and eſtima- 
tion. Diacenus further ſaith, that this ahomet for the 
ſpace of tenne yeares gaue himſelfe ſecretly by perſwaſion, 

. to 
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to bewitch the people, and other tenne yeares after, with 
Rogues and Vagabonds that repaired vnto him, with force 
of Armes, with ſword, and ſhedding of bloud, hee ſpent in 
ſubduing of Countries. And laſtly, nine yeares hee open y 
and manifeſtly —— as a deceiuer, a falſe Prophet, and 
a King ouer thoſe whom hee had already infected through - 
out Arabia. 

Sabe lic writeth, that NMahamets father was an Flea. 
then, and his mother an Iſhmalite, herby it came to paſſe, 
that whileſt his mother taught ſomewhat of the religion 
of the Hebrewes, and his father on the other ſide the reli- 
gion of the Gentiles, Mahomwer (like a dutifull childe, but 
not like a diſcrectſonne) obeyed both, and that was ſome 
cauſc ofchemixt and patched religion, Hee had the falling 
ſickneſſe, which tooke him ſo extremely, that he grouelled 
along the ground, and fomed piteouſly at his mouth. His 
wife being of great henour and ſubſtance, bewailed her 


hard hap in matching with a beggarly raſcall, and a diſeaſcd 


creature: but he (with his wily companions) hauing taught 

a Doue to feed at his eare, wherein hee had put graines of 
corne, perſwaded his wife to be content, and that he was 
another manner of man than ſhe rooke him to be: namely, 
that ke was a Prophet, that the ſpitit of God fell vpon him, 

and that the Angell Gabriel in the forme of a Doue came to 
his care, and teuealed to him ſecrets from God, whoſe pi e- 

ſence he was not able to abide: and therefore was it that hee 
fo proſtrated himſelfe, and lay in a trance. His wife being 
herewith ſatisfied, ſhe began to chat the ſame amongſt her 
Goſlips, ſaying: Sy — huuband i Prophet. The 
women after their manner (wk ereof ſome of them can keepe 
no counſel!) blazed abroad tha: Aahomet was a Prophet, 
and ſo from women it came to men. 

This being once noyſed, they flocked vnto him from 
all parts of Atabia. He being throughly inſtructed in Sa · 
tans ſchoole, and well ſeere in Magicke, obſetued tne pre- 
ſent opportunity. The Romans and Perſians then war- 
ring together, Mahomet with his Arabians went, and firſt 
tooke part with the Romans, but afcerwards ſerued * a 

ye 
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a llye touch, and forſookethem, and thereby weakned that 
fide. In a while after hee eſpied the Perſians goe co wracke: 


and hauing deſpiſed the Romanes, hee ſetteth leſſe by the Zur Anu. 
Perſians, and then ſetteth fotth himſelfe with might and 7% + 


maine, with his Captaines and Lieutenant ( called Auirel) 
to ſubdue Nations, aud to the Chriſtians, to the end 
that hee might eftabliſh that falſe religion, deuiſed by him- 
ſelfe and his wicked confederates : hee preuailed wonder - 
fully, and in ſhort time after his deceaſe(in the time of Ebu- 
bezer and Haumer, that ſuccefſively reigned after him in 
rabia(chere were got and ſubdued to the Arabians,the re. 

gidn of Gaza, the City of Boſtra in Arabia, Datnaſcus, Phe- 
nic ia, Egypt, Paleſtina, the City Ieruſalem, all Syria, Anti- 

och, Edeſſa, Meſopotamia, all Perſia, yea, and in a manner all 
Aſid. But I may not forget the end of Mahomet, Who in an 
evening fitting vp late in h Palace, and hauing taken his fill 
of wine, wherein one of his companions had powred ſome 
poy ſon, felt his wonted ſickneſſe approaching, and made 
haſte forth, ſaying, hee muſt needs depart to conferre with 
the Angell Gabriel, and goe aſide, leſt his glorious preſence 
ſhould be an occaſion of their deaths: forth hee went, and 
remembriug that a ſoft place was beſt for his falling ſicke- 
neſſe, downe hee fell ypon a dunghil, groueling along with 
t paine, ſoming at the mouth, and gnaſhixg his teeth. 
Eh lane came x nb the dunghill, fell vpon him, woun- 
ded him fore, and had eaten him vp, had not his wife, and 
others of his houſe heard the noyſe of the hogges, and 
reſcued the falſe Prophet. Antoninus reporteth, that hee 


was not without ſundry diſeaſes , which intempetate diet ani. chr port 
brought him: namely, the Pluriſie, and a kinde of Lethar.. 2. Iii. 3. op.y4 


gie: for oftentimes his ſenſes ſcemed to bee taken from 
him. Hee continued drooping the ſpace of four:cenedayes; 
at length he departed this life, His belly had ſuch a Cellir 


that ir ſeemed ready to burſt, and his little fiuger bow 
backwards. Inthe time of his ſicknes he commanded them 
that were abour him, that when breath departed his body, 
they ſhonld not ſtrait way bury him: for hee ſaid, hat with 
in three dayes hee a 


aſcend into heaucn : but hereby 
D 3 appeared 
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ap that hee wasa falſe Prophet, for they kept him a- 
boue the ground the third and fourth day, yea(a8 Flores Hi. 
feriarum teſtifieth) the ſpace of thirty dayes, in great hope 
hee would riſe and aſcend according to promiſe; but they 
ſaw nothing. ſauing that they felt an intollerable ſtench, ſo 
that in great diſdaine (ſaith Antonius] Eu longe a domibu 
proiecerunt, they caſt him far from houſes. But his compa - 
nions(ſuch as conſulted with him, & concealed his falſhood 
and trechery) remembring themſelues, and iudging that 
the diſdaine of Mabamet would be their diſcredit, and his 
fall their foile and ſhame, they fetcht him againe, they cheſt 

gabel Aenead. B. him in an iron coffin, (faith Sabelbews and Nawclerns ) 


lib. 6. they bring him vnto the famous temple of Mecha(in which 


City he was borne) with great ſolemnity, as if he had neuer 

deene ſcared vpon the dunghill with ſwipe : they convey to 

the roofe of the Temple mighty Load-ftones, they lift vp 
This was the the iron coffin, where the Load- ſtones according to their 
report of old, nature, draw to them the iron, and hold it vp, and there 
Anton, ch. hangs Mabomet on higb. 


Gn hoſe that embrace che religion of Mabomet, are called 

| Drenſler. Saracens: for it was the pride of Mal amet to haue them fo 

—— called, to aduance his one dect ine and profeſſion, becauſe 
4 


he knew bimſelfe lineally deſcended of /ſbneae/che ſonne of 
Sabel-denead, Agar the bond wemancherefore to auoid this reproach, he 
. . bare the world in hand, that hee came of Sarathe fiee wo- 
man, the wife of Abrahams, and called himſelfe and his fol- 
Jowers Saracens. Sabellicut writeth, that the Grecians ot 
ſpite are wont to call the Saracens, Agarens : for that they 
came notof Sara, but of Agar. 

This CHahomer while hee lived, vſed the company of 


gabel. Aead. Chriſtians, Iewes, and Infidels : Er vr popularior eſſet eius 
3.ib.6 flex, ex omnium gentium ſeſtis aliquid afſumpſit: And to the 
Feſcuul. end his law might bee the more favoured, hee borrowed 
Temp. ſomething of euery Sect. Satan furniſned him wich three: 


inftruments, as helpes to bring his miſchieuous intent a- 
bout. The firſt was a Iew, a great Aſtronomer and a Magi- 
cian, who opened to him at large the Iewiſh follies: theſe- 
cond, one Jab of Antioch: the third, one Sergius a r 
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both abominable heretickes, Euery ene plaid his part. To 

flatter the Chriſtians, he was content to be baptiſed of Ser- 

giut, and of theſe heretickes he learned with the Sabelliau Sobel Aentad. 
co deny the Trinity, with the Afanicheas to eſtabliſh two 349.5. 
beginning, with Eunom to deny the equall power of the 

Father and the Sonne, with Afacedowins to call the holy 

Ghoſt a creature, and with the Vicolaits to allow man 

mes, and wanton luſt. Sergius the Menke alſo perſwaded 
Mabomet in his Alcoran(to is the book of the law termed) · Ini. c br pot. 
to commend the humiiity of Chriſtian Monkes and 7*15-692-*: 
prieſts: he made him alſo deliuer the Saracens a Monkes 

coule, which chey vie to this day: alſo inftar Monac horum 


mult as gens flexiones, many duckings and crouchings like ; 
the Monkes, Aa thia 4 Machonia addeth, that they vic —— Fr: 
ſhauing :andthisno doubt wa. the Monkes docttine. They . ; . 
commend the bleſſed Virgin Mary, confeſſe God to bee 4% l 1. L. 
the gouenour of all things, and that Ieſus Chriſt was the Lic. ae Tre: 
Apoſtle of God, bego:ten by the Angell Gabriel on Mary 4.3. 
the Virgin, who neuer knew man, and that hee was greater 
and werthierrhan man: they allow the miracles chat Chrift 
did, and the Goſp: Il (ſo farre forth as it agreeth with the 
Alcoran) and Moſes and the old Teflament, correcting 4 4. 
therev: ( / pteſumptuous is the ſpirit) certaine errours, Hee 
calied bim ſelfe a Prophet, and that he was ſent of God to 
ſupply the impecfections of all lawes: he forbad his fol- 
lowersall pictures and images in their Temples, hee forbad 
the eating of vines fleſh : he commarded purifyings and 
waſhings, ad ſimiluudin em udæi rum, after the manner of 
the le wes. Ine Chriitians haue Sunday for their Sabbath, 
the leu es Saturday, and M. homet Friday, to diſſent from 
the He bre wes and Chriſtians: or, as Antonius writeth in 
the honour of eus the Goddeſſe of Arabia, thereby the 
rather to v inne that countrie people 2 and thus it pleaſed 
him to deviſe a Religion mixt of all theſe, to the end he 
might haue of all religions ſome to build yp his Kingdueme. 
And indeed Mahbomet tooke the aduantage of the rime : 
for that time was a time of diſſenſion among Princes, and 
of diuiſion amongſt thoſe which called themſelues Chri- 
8 D 4 ſtians 
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titans, Heraclias the Emperour,and Chaſaroes King of per- 
ſia were at deadly enmity, one warring agamft another. 
The Scythian nation were of neither ſide, but at laſt agunſt 
both, raiſing a power of themſelues, hauing Ma omct their 
ring- leader. The Church was troubled with diuers ſects 
& heteſies, as with Neſtorians, Iacobites, Monothelites, &c. 
And then was there contention amongſt the Biſhops, who 
ſhould haue the proud title of yniverſail Biſhop, God was 
highly diſpleaſed with his wickedneſle, and ſuff red Nati- 
ons to riſcasa rod ot ſcouige to whip his people: for where 
the hedge is broken, there it is eaſie for the beaſts of the field 
to enter and ſpoyle. Now the vanity aud falthood of this 
religion may be proued thus. | 

1. Firſt, by thenewneſſe ef it: for it is hut of late yeeres 
begun, and there was neuer any prophecie that did allow 
of ſuch a Prophet, or of the doctrine of ſich a one. And 
therefore he commeth in his owne name, and ſo coniequent- 
ly not to be receiued. : 

2. Secondly, hee did no miracleat his comming, and 


* therefore noreaſon chat any ſhould beleeue in him, Hee 


ſpake vnto the Saracens of himſelfe: Nos ſins miraculis 
an: indicys ad ves miſſus : I am not ſent vnto you with mi- 
racles and ſignes. There was no divine power ſhewed iu all 
his practice. 

3. Thirdly,jitis manifeſt that Aahomet was a falſe Pro- 
pher, becauſe he ſaid that within three dayes after his death 
he ſhould aſcend into heauen; which was notoriouſſy falſe, 
as before appeareth. 

4. Fourthly, the religion of THahomet is ficlhly, con- 
ſiſting in natutall delights and corporall pleaſures, which 
ſhew that man, and not the diuine ſpirit of God, is the au- 
thor thereof : for it is permitted the Saracens by chat his 
law to haue foure wiues (though theſe bee of nigh kinne) 
yea ſiue, marry ing them Virgins, and to take beſides as ma · 
ny of them which they haue bought and taken captiues, as 
their ability will ſerue to maintaine. The paradiſe likewiſe 
promiſed to his follo wers is this, namely they ſhall haue 
garments of ſilk, with all ſorts of colours, bracelets of gold 

a 


and Amber, parloinsand barquerr houſes vpon fFouds, 
and riuers, veſſels of ng — 2 
bringing in gold, milke, ſiluer, wine, lodgings furnifhed, 
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cuſhions, pillowes, and downe-beds, molt beautifull wo- 


mento accompany them, maidens & virgins with ewmck« 


ling eyes, gardensand orchards wichrbours, fountames, 


ſprings,.and all manner of pleaſant fruit, titers of milke, 
hovy ,aad ſpiced wine, all manner of Feet odors; perfumes, 
and fragrant ſents: and to be ſhort, whatſoever the fleſn 
ſhall deſite toeat. Thus fleſhly people have af flefhly reli- 
gion, and a fleſhly paradiſe to inhabfee. But like Prophet, 
like people, and li łe religion: for Muhomet himſelfe was 
ſuch a fleſhly fellow, as that though modeſt eares are loth 
to heare, yet becauſe the filthineſſe of this Prophet may 
not bee concealed, I muſt vtter it; He ebw buggery 
wich an Aſſe; Bonfixine writerhi : Againe, he committed 
adulcery wich another mans wife, that vpon diſpleaſure 


Bon fin. lib. q. 
Decad. 


Bernd. n RO. 


was from her husband : and when he perceiued che mur- n. 


aboue to exceed ten men (ſaich Clnard, } ſiſty men (lat E part. can . 
Amen) in carna li luſt aut venery. Aaicenus ohe of cen, Her 


HMahomerrawne ſect, is himſelfe brought in diſliking ot 
this religion, for this reaſon: Becawſe Mahomer (ſaith be) 
hath giu en vsa law, which ſheweth the perſectiomofſelicity 
ro conſiſt mthoſe thruys which converne the body. whereas 
the wiſe and ſiges ef old bad x greater defire to expreſſe the 
felicu of the ſouie. ban of the body : as for the bodily feli- 
eizie though it were granted them, yet they regarded not , nei · 
ther eſtcemed it in compuriſon of che feircrty which the ſaule 
requrreth Hu parade and doctrine is fuch as chere ſeemeth 
ſmall difference berweene Epicurifne, Athcifme, and Ma- 
komcriſme, | 
5. Mal omets law is a tyrannicall haw :'forhemade it 
death to diſpute of it, and if any man ſpeake againſt it Ene 
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he) Proditorit occidatur : Let him be traiterouſly put to 
death. And againe, Sine audiemtia occidatur : Let him put 
| to death wuhout comming to his anſwer, Qn ſanitione 
| Sabel. dented B. (ith Sabe liens )palam fecit nibslſyncers in ca lege efſe,G ec, 
2 bb. 6, By which decree hee maniteſted, that there is vothing ſin- 
| cete in that law, & c. Morcoger, hee wrote in the Arabian 
tongue, and taught his followers, that his religion, A g/e. 

Ma'th, Paris diocœpit, per gladium renetur Cf in gladio terminatar : B: 
hiſt. ng. gan by cheſword, is holden by the ſword, and is finiſhed 
—_ or ended inthe (word; Which ſhewerh that the ſword and 
arme of fle ſh is all the author and protector that his religi. 
on hath. Againe, MNabomet made this law amongſt then, 
ſaying: He that ſlaieth bis enemy. or is ſlaine of hi enemy, les 

Paul. Diac. rtr. him enter and poſſcſſe Paradiſe. Ne ſpake like a man wich a 
Ran. lb 18. carnall ſpirit: teaching revenge to the vttermoſt, and pro- 
miſing Paradiſeto ſuch: but no proofe ofa diuine ſpirit ap- 
| pearcth in him. 

6. As Mahemetsreligion is deferded by force of ſword 

and fraud, in ſo much as hee made ir death to call it int 

veſtion : ſolikewiſe did ic begin, as by the force of ſord, 

5 likewiſe by notable fraud, æ d was eſtabliſhed through 

wiles, deceit, ſubtilty, and lyes. For fiiſt hee hauing the fal- 

ling ſickneſſe, perſwaded his wife and others, that it was the 

power of God, and the preſence of the Angell Gabriel that 

cauſed him to fall downe, Sergios the hereticall Monk was 

at hand, and bare falſe witneſſe to the ſame ( ſaith Zanorau.) 

Zoner Annal. Herold them that the fame Doue which hee taughe to feed 
tom. z. ar his eate, was ſometime an Angell, and ſometimie the holy 
Ghoſt. Hee had three companions allofa confederacy, to 

deuiſe and face out lyes with him, When hee perceived tha: 

men gaue eare to him, he fained that the Angel! Gabriel had 

carried him to Ieruſalem, and thence to haue lifted him vp 

to heauen, and there to haue learned his law. 

H. made the Saracens beleeue, that before God made 

the world, there was written in the Throne of God, There 
Ant. bra ri. ii no God but the God of Mahemet.Wi ẽ he had framed his 
N. 3. c. 3. Alcoran, and bound it vp faire, he cauſed ſecretly a wilde 
Aſſe to bee taken, and the booke to bee bound about his 
7 3 
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pecke, and as hee preached vnto the vpon a ſudden 
he ftood amazed Fair ſome great 2 to 
him from aboue, and brake out and told the people: Be- 
hold God hath ſent you a Law from Heanen : ges lo fuch a 
de ſert, there ye ſhall finde an Aſſe, anda books tyed about hit 
necke. The people ran in great halle, they ſound it ſoas hee 
bad faid,cthey take the Aﬀe, they bring thebooke, they ho- ,. 1. 
nour the Prophet. Touching diuorced and ſeperated wiues, a 2.lob. 
he told the Saracens hee hay receiued a paper from heauen. Leolb.z cop. 
He vſed ſoothſaying and diuination, the which at Feſſa, a 23-4pbric- 
Cuy of Mauritania, vntothĩs day is called Zatragia, Hee 
pei ſwaded his followers, thatat the end of the world hee Berx. in Reſar. 
ſhould be transformed into the forme of a mighty Ram, ful Ni. 1ſerw. 10» 
of locks and long fleeces of wooll : and that all that held of 
his law, ſhould be as fleas ſnroud ing themſelues in his flee. 
ces, and that hee would iumpe — and ſo conuey 
them all thither. Theſe and fuca like were his ſleights, to 
beguile afooliſh, rude, and barbarous country people: the 
foolery, pride, and vanity of whoſe Religion, I truſt euery 
one doth ii ſficiently perceiue. 7 
7. Mabometi religion is no true religion, but a meere 
deuice of his one, and of three others his falſe conſpita- 
tors: for he hath patched together his Alcoran of the do- 
ctrine of Heathens, Indians and: Arabans;of ſuperſtitious 
Jewes,of Rechabits, of falſe Chriſtians and heretic la, as Ne- 
ſtorians, dabellians, Manichees, Arians, Cerinthians, Mace + 
donians, Eunomians, and Nicolaits, of illuſions, and inuen - 
lions oftheir owne: and laſtly, (for farther credit) hee bor- 
rowed ſome out of tho old and new Teſtament. But God 
will net thus bee ſerued : for hee deliueted his minde of old 
vnto Iſtael, ard hee is not changed but continueththe ſame 
God ſtill. Te ſhall not (ſaith Gad) doc every mn what ſoe· Dtul. 12. 
weth him good in his omne eyes;What ſoener i command yon, 
rake beed you dos it : thos ſhalt put nothing therrto, nor taks 
ought therefrom, Satan being xonlured to deliuer the truth 
ot che Alcoran of Aſahomet, ſaid, that there in were compri · F. ſcicul. ten 
ſed twelue thouſand lyes, and the reſt was truth:by all like 
lihood very little. And therefore I conclude, that there is- 
| no 
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no euidence to proue -CAMahomeratrue Prophet, many ts 
prouc him to bea falſe Prophet, and blaſphemous, and pre- 
ſumptuous, aud his religion to bee a wicked, camel abllaq, 
and falle religion, proceeding from a proud ſpirit, and hu. 

a e, and corrupt inuention and euen from the Ne. 
vill, the crafty father of lyes, a murtherer, and mankiller 
from the beginning. Aud ſo much hereof may ſuffice. 


CHAP. v. 


Wherein i ſbewed that the Church of Rome is not the true 
Church ef God, vor obſeranh the right religion, 


Am now entring into that great contro. 
n verſie betweene the Proteffants and the 
ei  Papiſts, whether ofthem ſhould bee the 
WY true Church, & true worſhippers of God 
= FAY in Chriſt : forthey both acknowledge 
od, & Chriſt his Sonzand all theſacred - 
and canonicall bookes of the Scriprures, they confeſſe to 
come from God, and from his diuine Spitit, as indeed they 
could come from no other. Bur whiles they both confeſſe 
this booke, it is good reaſon that they ſhould both ſtand 
to the arbicrement and indgementof theſe bookes, for the 
triall of the true Churchiwhich if chey doe, (as indeed they 
muſt) this controuerſie is at an end, and not worthy to bee 
made a queſtion, or to bee doubted ofifor by the ſacred and 
canonicall writingsit ſhall by and by bee manifeſt, that the 
Church of Rome canner bee the true Church poſſibly. But 
firſt let vs heare what it faith fot it ſelfe, and what good 
—— hath for the fortification thereof. For if it be not 
uilded a good foundation, and vpon ſuch grounds 
28 will hold;the whole building is like to lie in the duſt, and 
1. They hold very ſtifly ( but not ſo ſtrongly) that the 
Churchof God militant here vpon earth, is viſible to the 
outward eye, and may bee pointed out by the finger at 
all times, in ſuch ſort as that one may know m—_— te 
ort, 
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reſort as tothe congregation of Gods people there toioyne 
himſclfe ynto them, and to praiſe and pray vnto od with _ 
them, and to doe thoſe things which he requirerh at their Swart - 
bands, But all this cannot profit them, nor hurt vs: for as . Chur: h in 
in the primiriue Churches, perſecuted by thoſe tyrannicall outward thew, 
and heathen Emperours, there was a Church of God, isnocertaine 
( chough not ſeene of them) whe had their meetings and aſ- or 22 _ 
ſemblics amongſt themſeſues (chough ſecretly becauſe of rt Church. 
their enemies: ) ſo likewiſe in the dayes of Queene Mary, A Simiy. 
as alſo in all other times of the perſecution of our Church *' 
by the Romiſh Biſhops andtheir partakers, our Church 
no doubt was, and might bee; andthey likewiſe had their 
meetings and aſſemblies, though beth they, and the place 
of their reſort were ynknewne to thoſe their perſecutors. 

Intbe time of Diocleſſan the Emperor (eſpecially) Chri- 
ſtians were ſo waſted, as to the judgement of men none 
were remaining, their bookes were burned, the Churches 
de ſttoyed, and themſelues put to death: inthe end when a 
this great hauoc ke was made, and cruelty had waſted and 
de ſtroyed allthat could bee found, there was then the viſi- 
ble Church. It muſt needs bee then enforced to hide it 
ſelfe, and ſo it was, and the glory thereof ſocclipfed, that 
for a while it ſhiaed no where. And therefore the Church 
is not al wayes viſible and ſcene to the out ward eye, nor 
ſplendent in the faces and fight of men, and yet a true 
Church notwithſtanding, as then it was: for it is the Sunne, The — 
though it be ſomerimesouerwhelmed with a cloud; and it I,. 
is fire ſtill, though it be ſometime raked vp in embers: and 
ſ>the true Church is and may bee, although not ſeene/or 
knowneto the world, yea though it ſeeme ouer-whelmed 
with tyrannicall malice, and hide it ſelfe as though it were 
cleane extinct. : 

2. Let them tell me where the Church was viſible, when 
being aſſembled at leri ſalem,therearofea great perſecution 44.1 
againſt it, in ſo much as they wereall diſperſed and ſcatte- 
red, as the Te xt ſhe eth. Oc let them teli me where, or how 
the Church was vifib:e, hen Chriſt was ſmitten, and all the 
reſt were ſcatteted and hid, and concealed themſelues: the ,,, 11.37; 
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face of the viſible Church was then not in Chriſt and hig 
Apoſtles, but in the [ewes among the Scribesand Phariſies: 
aud theretore if viſibility bee ſuch a marke of the true 
Church, then the ſe (whyq crucified Chrift) were the true 
Church and not Ieſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles : which who 
dare aftirme? Yea, who wil not deny? Yea, when the ſhep. 
herd was ſmitten, and the Meepe ſcattered, aud yeta true 
Church; who can deny bud that a true Church may bee, 
thou h ic be not apparantly viſible and ſeene tothe world 2 
What ſhall I ay more ? Doth not S. Ion in his Revelation 
teſtifie expreſly, That the Charch of Chriſt (ſignified there 
by a woman) fvgit in ſols:udinem, fled into a deſert, or wil. 
derues, Where ſhe had a place prepared for her of God, and 
where ſhee could not for a certaine ſeaſon bee found of her 
perſecutors ? Let them further ſhew mee how the Church 
was viſible in the time of Elr@tbe Prophet, when he com- 
plained that himſelſe was left alone; O Lora ( ſaith hee) they 
haue forſakenthy couenat, they haue deſtroyed thine Altars, 
and ſlaixe thy Prophets with the ſword : and / am left alone, 
Elias did not thiake himſcife to bee ſolus propheta re its, 
(as Campian anſwered in the Tower) Iſay hee ſpoke not ot 
himſelfe onely in that teſpect: but in this reſpect, that hee 
tooke himſelfe to be the only true worſhipper that was left 
in Iſrael : which is manifeſt by che anſwer which Gd gue 
him: namely, that beſides him he had ſeuen thouſand true 
worſhippers yet remaining, which had not bowed their 
knee to Ba I demand of the Papiſts, when Elixs ki e 
no other true worſhippers of God but himſelfe, how the 
Church was viſibleꝰfor whither he ſhould go to find a true 
worſhipper he knew not. Againe, it is written in 2 King. 16. 
that vnder the reigne of Achat here was taken a patterne 
of the Altarof the Idolaters of Damaſcus, and that Vyias 
the high Prieſt remoued the Altar ot the Lord: whereby it 
appeareth, that the Prieſthood was corrupted, the Altar te- 
moued, and conſequently the ſacrifices ceaſed, &c. What 
viſibility of the true Church could there be in thoſe dayes, 
either of Achs, Nana et, and other Kings being Idola- 
ters, than the Temple it ſelfe (where onely by the Law 
God, 
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God, the Jewes were to offer the ſacrifices) was polluted 
and defiled with beatheniſh Idolatry? What Church or 
Congregation could any man (in this caſe) haue reſorted 
ynto, to haue performed a true and acceptable ſacrifice vn. 
to God in thoſe times, when the Temple of Ieruſalem 
(which wasthe place to worſhip ar) would admit no true 
worſhippers, butonely Idolaters ? It is rhercforemaniteſt, 
that a true Church may bee, though they know not a con- 
gregation of God to refort to; yea, though it bee cloſeand 
not ſeene ot knowne one to the other, nor yet to the world, 
And conſequently viſibiliey { which the Papiſts make a 
marke of the Church) is no perpetuall marke thereof. Vea, 
if ſuch viſibility ſhould bee a marke of the true Church, 
then were the Idolatrou: people in the time of Elias, in the 
time of Achas, Manaſſes, and many other Kings of Iſrael 
that were Idolaters, the true Church, who indeed were 
the falſe Church: and then were Elias and all other the 
true worſhippersof God, who had in thoſe times no pla- 
ces left to ſacrifice in, the falſe Church, which is abſurd. 
Chryſoſtomeſairh, that in the time of the abomination of de- 3 
ſolat ion ſpoken of by Chriſt leſus, in Matth. 24. that is, in Cel in Mat. 
the time of wicked herefie, which is the army of Antichrift 
(as he expoundeth it:) Nl probatio poteſt eſſe Chriſtiani- 
tatis, neque e ffugium poteſt eſſe C hriſtianorum alind volen- 
tium cegnoſbere fiderveritatew nift Scripturæ diuinæ: Noe 
proofe can he mad C hriſtianity, neither canthere bee 
other refuge for Chriſtians which are de ſirous to . 
true fauh, but only the dinine Scriptures. And therefore I 
conclude (which is apparant) that thetrue Church ſome- 
time is in ſuch a ſtate, as that viſibleneſſe cannot diſcerne 
or proue it, but onely the diuine Scriptures muſt demon- 
ſtrate and declare it: and conſequently it is demonſtra- 
tively manifeſt, that it is no true poſition of the Papiſts, 
that the Church of Godis alwaies and enermore viſible, ſeen, 
and ſplendent, io the outward eye, ard view of the world, 
Wherefore the Papilts doe vs great injury, aud bewray 
their owne ignorance, When they would haue ysroſhew 
our Church in all times and ages (which notwithſtanding 
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perhaps — be done) for our Church was alwaies, though 
it were not ſeene or knowne to them, but lay hid and 

it ſelfe cloſe from their fury and tyranny, as the firſt and 
Primitiue Churches did from their bloudy Perſecutors. 
Our Church was then perſecuted in thoſe times when it 
could not be ſeene, and many then, like conſtant Martyrs, 
endured the t of that Romiſh Religion; ſo that 
{ſome were baniſhed, others fled into other Nations, ſome 
endured martytdome at home, ſome other hid themſelues, 
but the whole Church generally was vexed, and oppreſ- 
ſed. And therefore when our Church was thus perſecuted, 
it is a good argument (I chinke) to ſay; Wee had our 
Church then and alwayes, though a perſecuted Church, 
though a Church chaſed and purſued, though a Church 
ſcattered, though a Church nor ſeene or viſible to them, 
yea though in ĩt ſelfe it were enlightned from God many 
ages together, namely, till the tytanny of Antichriſt were 


. ouerpaft. 


Secondly, another erronious poſition whereby they are 
miſerably deceiued, is this; They hold ibe Church canuos 
erre: and therefore ſuppoſe becauſe the Church of Rome 
was once the true Church of God, therefore it is ſo now, 
and euermore. As though there might not bee an Apoſtaſie 
in the Church, which S. Paul affitmeth there ſhould. Or as 
though a particular Church (for the Church of Rome is 
but a particular Church) could not erre? Tea, as though 
neral Councels (which repreſent the whole Church) could 
not erre : for ſo they affi me, but how truly, let the world 
iudge. And if it may be ſhewed that generall Councels haue 
erred or may erre, then they yeeld their cauſe in this be- 
halfe. I with they would for their owne ſakes: for falls Je- 
ſuites and Seminaries do but deceiue themſelues and others, 
to their owne confuſion in this world, and except they re- 
pent, in the world to come, 

Thar generall Councels may erre, is manifeſt by Angu- 
fine, ho plainly teacheth, that only the Scriptures cannot 
erte, allother writers may erre, Prouinciall Councels may 
etre: Laitly, hee laith ; Concihia qua ſion W = 
ri. 
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the other, and that in matters of faith: as the Councell of 
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Chriſtiuus priora poſterioribus ſepe emendayi, aum aliqus f. Tom.. 
Went e. eritur — . erat, & — = iy _ 
tur quod late bat: That generall Councels which are gathe- 
red of al the ((hriftian world are oftencorrefied, the former 
by the later, when by any triakofthings,that is opened which | 
was [1 ut, and that is knowne whichwas hidden. A Generall Ke 
Councell may be corrected (ſaith Awgnſtine. ) Ergo, it may A 
erte. And therefore Auguſtine ſpeaketh plainelyto Maxi- | 
miantne Biſhop of the Arrians: Neither ought [ro alleage Aug con Aari- 
the Councellof Nice, northou the Com:cell of »Arrimine, to min lb. ;. cap. 4. 
take aduantage ther, by for neither am I baxnd,nor held - 7 
the authority of ther, xor thow of that ; ſet matter with mat- 
ter, eanſe with cauſe, orrcaſon withreaſos ; try the matter 
by the auhority of the Scriptures, not proper witneſſes to any 
of vs, hut indiff. rent witneſſes to vs both. 

In the time of ( onſtant ine that Chriſtian Emperour, was Th-odor.%b.z. 

the firſt and laſt Councell of Nice, wherin according to our 48, 

Creed was decteed, that Chriſt was God as well as man. In 

the time of Conſtantiue ( ( vnſt antinus Sonne) fauouring the 

errour of the Arrians, it was decreed in the Councell of Ar- 
rimine,that Chiiſt was not God, hut only may, This Coun- 
cell of Arriminediderre (and that groſly ) in a matter of 

faith, Ergo, it is palpable that a generall Councell may erte, 

euen in matters of faith. 

Againe, generall Councels haue beene contrary one to 


Conſtantinople condemned the ſetting vp of Images in the 
Church: and the Councell of N ce after ward allowed Ima- 
ges. One of them (being contrary)muſt needs be erronious: 
Ergo, a generall Councell may etre. | | 
The generall Councell conſe ſſeih it ſelfe that it may Concit. Toy. r. 
erre: For the whole Councell prayeth in the end ot a gene- 4: e clel. 
all Councell (in a ſet forme of Prayer that is appointed to 
bee ſaid after euery Councell) namely, that God would 7g. . 
wporant!ie i ſ rum parcere, & erroriindu/gere : Spare their 
igrorarce, and pardon their errour : Er ge, a generall Coun- 
cell may erre. | . 
The Pope of Rome (whom the Papiſts hold for * 
| E 0 
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of their Church) may erre : Erge,their whole Church may 
1 lc pov” eo -y wine memoria Innecen. 
Lib.1. ad BOW. h Papa ſine baptiſiuo Chriſti, & fine participatione bh 
— a Byift. Pe- „ & . vitam nou habere pernnlos 2 . 
er giebold, Pope Innocent ius of bleſſed memory doth reach bat 
young children cannot be ſaned, except they receine the i 
tiſine of ( briſt, and alſo the communion of the body and 
blond of Chrift, 

Bur this is taxed for an errour : Ergo, the Pope of Rome 
may etre, and conſequently the whole Church vnder him, 
except per chance members haue a privilege aboue the 
head. But what ſhall I need to ſtand hereupon ? their owne 
Canon law (as is euident in the decrees) doth ſay expreſly, 
that if the Pope bee found negligent of his one and his 
brethrens ſaluation ; yea, th hee leade innumerable 

pet. 1 difiin 40 people by heapes to the deuill of hell, no mortall man may 

10. 5. «74. pre ſume to re him : becauſe bee hirnſelfe being to 
wdgeall, is to be judged ofnone, »if7 dinrebend tur 4 fide 
denine; except hee bee found exring from the farth:whercby 
ie appeareth, that they thought hee might erte in ma; ters of 
fairh, or elſe that exception was put in vaine. But the 
Pope isno other than a man, asalto the members of his 
Church be, and hamanum eſt errare; all men are ſubieft to 
error. Let euery man take heed bow hee truſteth che Pope 
or any man mortall : for it is written, Ier. 17. Malediltus 
homo qui in homine confidit:Cur fed is that man that purtet h 
bis truſt in man, And why ? Becauſe (as the Prophet Dau d 
faith, Pal. 116.) All wen are lyars intheir wordt, and ſinners 
in their works, But when the docttmeof that man ot Rome 

Pojiſt ervers and of his Church is in diuers things cleane contrary to the 
expreſſe word of God, who can deny but it is an appa- 
rant erting Church? 

Ignerance at As when it eftabliſhed ignorance to bee the mother of 

ginn g euotion, which Chrift calleth the mother of errour, fiy- 

— ing: Te erre, not knowing the Scripture, Mat. 12. 2 9. vho can 
ehuſe but chiuke, that it hath no good meaning in ir, but 
purpoſed onely to build vp the pride of the Pope, of his 
Cardinals, Biſhops, Prieſts, Monkes, and other 3 = 
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Giafticallmen?Chriſt biddeth the people te ſearch the Serip= 
tres, Jobs 5.3 g.this Antichrift forbiddeth them, ſaying, it 
is perilous, it cauſerh ſchiimes, ſes, and hereſies :as though 
they were wiſer than Chritt. Again, the Apoſtle Paui com- 
mandeth, that the wordof God ſboa d dwellplentifullin the 
propleywbereby they weg ht teach rbemſelnes Col. 3. 1 9. But 
che Pope of Rome and his Church allowerh not plentifull 
knowledge of the Word in them, yea, Ignorance is che 
knowledge that he would defire them to haue. Whe would 
not juſtly ſuſpect ſuch a Church, and ſuch a religion, yea, 
condemneic; whento maintaine and con: inue their Church 
in errors, they would haue none of the people to ſearch an 
Scriptures, whereby they might bediſcoueredꝰ Thus the ſi 
ly Papiſts (whom I pitty) are led like blind men they know 
not whither,and with their Implicice ſides( which is to be- 
leeue for their part they know not what) are lamentably 
ſeduced. It is good themſclues ſhould ſee and know what 
they beleeue, and that their faith and belecfe bee right, left 
at laſt they bee (through ouermuch truſt of their teachers) 
extremely decciued. The people of Berea were highly com- 
mended, and it is noted to their praiſe, that they ſearched 
the Scriptures, to ſee Whether thoſe things were true or no, 
which Paul himſelfe teached: Act. 13. For whoſocuer he be, 
yea though he were an Angeil from heauen, if he teach mat · 
ters contiaty to the Doctrine of the holy and canonicall 
Scriptures, wee are to hold him accutſed, yea and accurſed 
againe, as the Apoſtle of Chriſt Ieſus S. Paul commandeth, 
Ga. 1.8 9. | 

Againe, the Church of Rome when it taught and hol 
deth, that the $cripeures were to bee read vnto the people 
or Congregation in an vnknowne tongue, what were the 
people the wiſer ? Saint Paul would haue allthingsdoneto 
eaithg in the Chur ch. Fot faith S. Paul; Is qui ſupplet lo- 
cam ia doſti. quomodo dict uruu off Amen ad tuam g rat arum 
aftionem quamdoqu dem quad dicas neſcu ? How ſtallbe that 
ſuppliethh the place of an vn learned man ſar Ne to 
tharkeſy ning when ke vnderflande.b not wha: thou ſateſſi 
x Cor, 14. And in that whole Chapter hee yicerly _ 
E 2 etc 
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keth ſervice in an vnknowne tongue. And therefore if the 
Church of Rome will not confeſſe their error herein, ſhe is 
paſt all ſhame, and hath the impudent and ſhameleſſe face 
of an harlot, 

They haue all deuiſed and defended a place of Purgato- 
ry, wherein all that depart this life be put, and there puni- 
thed, being a puniſhing fire)vntil{ they helpe to fetch them 
out with theit Maſſes, and other their inuentions and deui- 
ces : which they will not doe, nor thinke they haue reaſon 
to dee, exceptthey haue good currant coine fot the ſame. 

And therefore it may be well and iuſtly called Purgato- 
ry Pick- purſe : and it is manifeſtly apparant hereby, that 
wealth and great riches of the Clergy, was the only marke 
they aimed at. For it hath no warrant in the Canonicall 
bookes of the Scriptures : yea, the Canonicall bookes of 
Scriptures ſhew the contrary, and fo doe the ancient Fa. 
tners. Chriſt in the Goſpell, Lak, i 6.ſheweth orely butt wo 
places, namely, Heauen and Hell; ſayirg that the rich mans 
ſoule (which was vamercifull ro Lacaras) went after his 
death to Hell, and there was tormented, and that Laz trus 
ſoule (hee being dead) was carried into Abrahams boſome, 


a place of ioy and comfort. To the Thecfe which was exe - 


cured at the Paſfion and ſuffering of Chriſt, and beleeued in 
him, Chriſtanſwered, Hodis eris mecans in Paradiſo: This 
day ſbalt thou be with mee in Paradiſe : Luke 23.43. Which 
ſhewerh that the ſoules of the fairhfull neuer come in pur- 
gatory fire to be boyled and puniſned: for all their ſime is 
torgiuen, and conſequently, the puniſhment incident to the 
ſame, is forgiuen alſo, and their ſoules paſſe from death to 
life, and into Paradiſe, a place of comfort, de lectableneſſe. & 
all ſweetneſſe, namely heauen, where Chriſt is, Nerely, Ve- 
rely, I ſay vnto you ſaith Chriſt) hee that heareth my word, 
and beleenes in him that ſent mee hath eternal life, and com- 
met ih not into condemnation, hut paſſeth from death to life : 
Teh.5.25. What is b come then of this Purgatory? S. Paul 
faith, / comer to be difſelurd: and to be with Chriſt: Phil, i. 23. 


ſhewing thereby, that preſently after his diffolution, he was 


ta be with Chriſt in glory. For we kaow (ſaith he) tbat _ 
11 th 
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this earthly tabrrmucie of ours ij diſſalusd, wee haus a buii- 
yy not made with hands, but etermall inthe heanex;,2 Cor. | 
5. I. Saiut lolo in his Reuelation ſaith, Blefſedavre the dead 
which dyein the Lord : from her.ceforth they reſt from their 
labors, and their wertes followthew, Rexel, g. 1 3. If from 
the time of their death they haue bleſſedneſſe and reſt (as 
hee ſheweth) then are they not in any Purgatory fire to bee 
ſcorched and moleſted. Saint Peter telleth the Saints and 
children of God, and aſſureth themefir, That the end 
their faith irrbe ſaluation of theirſontes, I Pes 1. 9. If ſalus- 
tion of their ſoules begin at the end of their falth, which 
laſteth vnto the erd of their life, (and no longer, for then 
they haue the fruition and poſſeſſion of that which they 
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bclecueand hope for) then is it manifeſt there isno Purga. Ambr.bb.2.de 
tory. Ambroſe fzirh, Qi hie non receperit remiſſionem per- bon. mer lids 


catorum, illic non erit is im cœlo : quia remuſſio peccatorum 
vita æterna eſt, Hee that here in this life receiuerh not re- 
miſſion of ſonnes, ſhall neuer come into the Kingdom ef hra- 
wen - for life eternall is remiſſion of ſſunes. Cyprian ſaith 


wmillic ſat fallionts effctt us : hic vita aut amittitur aut te- 
netrr:bic ſaluti aternæ cullu Des & fouttu prauidetur. And 
againeyby & by heſaith, T# ſub ypſolicet exit & vite tem- 
poralts octaſu pro delictis Deumyeger,qui vers C on off; 
venia datur confitenti & credems indulgemia ſalutaru, & 
Ad immorialuatt ſub ipſa morte tranſſiur That is When men 
are once departea lence, there is then no more place ofrepen- 
tance noeffett ſatu fact ion t here life is either loſt or kept: 
here prouiſtiom is made for eternal ſaluation by the worſhip 
of God,and fruits. And therefore faith he, Doerhou cal vpon 
God,though it be at the laſt gaſpe,& deparinre of this thy tẽ- 
peral life;bur call vpon that God which is one and trucʒ par- 
dom d gruen theeef Han confeſſe thy fut, and ſaning eine 
neſſe if thow helteueʒ and from death preſerttly thou ak paſſe 


fo immortality, Hierew faith, that thetime of ſowing their Hier. in cal c 
ſed for Chriftians is this pre ſeut life, and that as ſoone as 
this life is ended, they reape euerlaſting life, Auguſtine ſaith, 
Primum fides eatholicornm diuina anthoritgts regn um eſſe 

* N ; =: credis 


5 a- cpr. cantra 
Quando iſt inc exceſſum fuerit, an llus iam locus pænitentia, — 
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credit e | . Ape vel 
4 Chriſtifids ali, ſupplicie vpe uur. Tertian peni 
iger, wes ofa m Scripturis ſauttic reporimau. The firſt 
place (ith he) the faith of Catholikes doth (by divine au- 
thcrity) beleeutto be the kingdom of heauen : the ſecond, 
hell : a third place wee are viterly ignorant of, neither can 
we finde any ſuch in the holy Scriptures, And the ſame Au. 
$*/tine wuriteth in another place: That they which belerne 
a Purgatory fire, ars much deceiued, and that throngh an 
humane conceit. klom then can the Papiſts bee the true Ca- 
1 —— beleene not the faith of the Catholikes, 
F h Azg«ſtinedoth affirme? 
aint free wit © They alis bold, thata man fincethe fall of Ade, hath 
free will of himſelfe, and of his owne power to come vnto 
Sad, and to doe things acceptable and well pleaſiug in 
his Gght: Whereas God ſaichafcer that time, that the im 
| ginatinuns af mans heart are onely ewll ewery day, Gen. 6. If 
hay they be aulh anall, then have they of themſelues no affecti- 
I on 5 acceptabla to him. And Chrift ſaith, Ne 
1947 can come unte ma, e ucent my Father draw hum, obi õ. 
44. H hee muſt bee drawne bc fore hee can come, hee bath 
no ptocliuity or willingneſſe of himmſelſe to come. Aud 
therefore is ĩt that the Propber ſaith, Connert thou pre, and 
I fpall bee converted, Irony i i. ſhewing that hee hh u 
power in himſelfe to bee converted, And S. Paul ſbe weh 
that till God giue grace, l ers is noxe that doth good, no net 
ene, Rem. 3. 10. c. For alltbe Philoſophieall vertues and 
deeds which then doe before they haue faith (which 
is:be gif of God)are ſin and not acoptable to Gad, /eb 6. 
Epheſ 43. 29. For the Apriſtle witneſſeth, abs wit. haut faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Hel. 11.6. And chat whatſeencr is not 
of faith, is ſinne, Rom. 14. Chriſt himſeife agatoc faich, 
that excepe men be i graf ed imo lim, they. can ring fortb 
ne frmit, lol. i 5. 1, 2, Ce. Panloftenicacherb that wee tn ſt 
bee new men, and caff off tbe od, Ephefe 4-4t-And a- 
gaine, hee bids vs to ber rend inthe ſpurrt of aur minder, 
Eph: A. 23. Aud moreouer hee ſamh, that che nararall wen 
pereainech ut abe things that am ef God, acubert ams: => 
— 
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8b 9 berned, 1 Cor.. 14. And 2gaine, that 
it 2 Cod that 4 — 


b the will andthe deed, Pb. 2.13. And 

he plainely of himſelſe and of 2 
are nat alls of our ſalwes ſo mucb astothinks a gead thought, 
Which pre- 


and that. alaur ſufficiency is of God, a Cor. 3. 5. 

det Ser nes 5 ing is blinde, and our 
will peruerſe in any divine matter, or le ſeruice vn 
to God, till Cod doe enlighten the ene and draw and moue 
the other vnto himſelfe, Thus hath God ordered matters, 
to the end himſelfe might haue all the glory aſcribed to 
him, as good reaſon he ſhould, For what is man ſince his 
fall in Alum, but an abie and runne-away from God, of 
himſclfe — by-paths,and crooked out- Wales, 

from God, & rom his worſhip, 

aboueꝰ (which is fi 


he be aſſiſted from 
uid by Aden bidmg ile from 
the preſence of God after bis fall.) And Augu- | e 


Alia ſalth wel & truly; rr 


&ſec illudp ſ : That ma baning ill vſed bis free Lach. al Law 
willi hat he had. bab now both loft hinyſelfe,and that. And a- c. 30. & bb. 


ain, Liberum arbitrium captiuatum ne quid poſſit ad inffi- al: 
— That free will is taken captiue, — 1 — — = 
towards righteouſnes, And againe, Homing non libera, ſed 
Des liberata volunt as obſequitnr : Not the free will lat the 
freed wil of man(which is 2 free by God) doth obey andyeeld 
obriſance. And — — nos fore, quod Dei gratia non 
luberanit: That the will is bound and not froc, til God deliner 
it and ſer it at liberty. Cyprian ( which Saint Aufen ſo often 
citeth )ſaith, De nullo g leriã dum, & c. Man muff glory of no- 
thing becauſe nothing is onrs;therfore euery mea annihi ring 
bu owne power, learne wholy to depend vpm God. 


¶ Ury ſeſt om ſaith, that Owmit homo nd modo naruraliter pec- Lib. de pr edef. 
Cato, ſed rat peccatum eft + Enery man is not only ſinfullns 4 — — 
turally, bur is altogetber fin, And therefore 8. Paul ſhew. Cen. won. 


eth, thattill a man be regenerate or borne anew, and vntill 
hee bee renewed in the ſpirit of his minde, hee hath in him 
nothing elſe but conexpiſcentias erroris; luſts and affeftions 
after error, & pb. 4. 23, 24. ſaying like wiſe, that by nature wo 

are the ſannesef wrach, Epheſ. 2. 3. Which alſo Chuiſt _ 
| Ea — 


64 Gods Arrow againſt Atheiſts. | 
elfe teſliſietk to Nicod, faying;\ Thur that which 5; 
borne of the fleſh is fleſh,aud that which ir borneof the ſpire, 
5s fprrit, and that except 4 man bee borne anew byobat ſpirir, 
be can never ſo much as ſee the Kingdome of God, Iohm 3. 3. 
2 Cor. 17. gc. Ard theicfote S. Paul telleth chat there muftbere xew 
creature w hoſocuet will be in Chriſt lens, and a rene wing 
and Metamorpboſis of the minde( hee vſeththe very word) 
before men can finde out the good and acceptable will of 
God, and what pleaſeth him, Rom. 1 2. 2. I therefore con- 
{ clude, that the Papiſts are farre wide, and know not the 
9 miſery and thraldome of men, whereinto they are fallen 
by that great ſin and diſobedience of Adam, whileft they 
ſand to defend free will in naturall men. Indeed it appeꝛ- 
rech to bee free and too free vnto euill, but it is ſo bound 
and faſt tyed from deſite of any diuine duties, that God 
muſt firſt dra w it out of that ſeruitude wherein it is, and ſer 
it at liberty, and moue it rocome, before it will hew any. 
readineſſe that way. Itruſt therefore they ſee, that their 
Church nat onely may erre, but erreth moſt grofly in many 
ints. 
Againſt Commu- They Hold that in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
uu. it is lawful to debarre the people ofthe Cup: and ſo they 
vic: which is conttary to the iaſtitution of Chriſt, Bibite ex 
boc emmes: Drinks ye all ofthis Matth. 26. 27. And as well 
and by as good authority may they take the bread from 
che people like wiſe. And it iscontrary to the expreſſe do- 
ctrine of S. Paul, 1 Cor. 1 1.23. 28. (who, as himſelfe teſti- 
ſieth, deliuered the inſtitution of Chriſt) for hee ſaith, Let 4 
man examine himſelfe, Et ſic edat; & brbat e and ſo lat him 
eat ofthis bread, and drinkg ef this Cuppe. So that hee muſt 
drinke as wcllas he muſt eat. And that the people ſhould: 
bee partakers, and receiue in both kindes, was obſerued 
many hundred ycers in the Church after Chtiſt. Inſomuch, 
erdnperimus de as Pope Gela ſ decreed, that all they ſhould bee excom- 
ene. Ila municate, ich would recciue but in one kinde. But 
Rome that now is, is not Rome that then was; but with 
her Councell of Conſtance, is not aſhamed to goe againſt 
all Autiquiry,andallDiuipiry,. 
But 
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But they hold (vieh is «marudBir grofle errot alſo) 
Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament, 
words of Conſecrat ion, the bread and Wine are changed 
into the very ſubſtance of the body and bloud of Cbiſt ; 


And this they would ſcetne to ori rhefe words, 
Hec off cpu ments, Thiss) Nc, Mae. 26. 26. which 


they will haueto bee expotinded Hrterally. Bur why then 
—— not expound the other words of Chriſt Meni 
alſo concerning the Cuppe ? forthe Text ſaith, in the 27. 
and 28. verſes, That he rooke the EN xe and hid” 7 bis is 
my blond. Tam ſure they will not ſay, chat the Cup was the 
bleud of Chriſt (as the words be) but they will grant a fi- 
gure in thoſe words: namely, Conrinenzpro contents, that 
by the Cup is meant the wine in. It then they will admit a 
hgure inthis, why may there not bee a figure in the other? 
namely, ſ grau pro ſegus; that theſe Words, This i, my 
body, ſhould bee vnderſtood thus, The bread is a ſigus of 
wy body (which was broken for you.) If wee looke imo the 
ola Sacramentsof the Tewes, namely, Circumcifien, and 
the Paſchall Lambe,we ſhall finde the phraſe of ſpeech ob- 
ſerued. For Circumciſion was called the Lords 7 — 
when indeed it wasnot thecouenant(asall men doe know) 
but a figneand ſeale of the Couenant : for the Couenant 
wasthisto Abraham: Ero Deu tum, & ſeminit tui, & c. 
Iwill bee thy God, andthe Godof thy ſeed; &c. Geneſis 17. 
Rom. 4. 21. Solikewiſe the Paſchall Lambeis called the 
Paflcouer, when indeed it was but a ſigne of rhe Paſſeo- 
uer, or paſſing ouer or thorow the red Sea (which was a 
mighty and moſt wonderfull deliverance, Pharaohand all 
his Hoſte being in the Sea, whenthey paſſed thorow as on 
dry land.) Inſomuch therefore as it is vſuall in Sacraments 
ſo ro ſpeake, it is not againſt reaſon, but ſtandeth with ve- 
ry good reaſon to thinke, that Chriſt Ieſus in inſtituti 
this Sacrament, which to the Chriſtians is the ſame that the 
Paſchall Lambe was to the Iewes, did likewiſe call the 
bread his body, in ſuch ſort as the Paſchall Lambe was the 
Paſſeouet: that is to ſay, figuratiuely; that as the Paſchall 
Lambe was called the Paſſeouer, & yet was but a ſigne and 
remem-· 


- 


el, char After ehe lr. 


cemembrance of their Paſſeoueriſo the bread wascalled his 
body, & yet it was but a figne & remembrance of his body. 
And that thisis the right expoſition, may-appeare by the 


words of Chriſt, where he faith, Deechir inremembrenxceof 


Tertul, cox. e, Luks 22-19, Tu lias like wiſe doth ſo expound them: 
* he ſaich, Chtiſt aid, Hor off corpus meũ, id al: f ura cor. 
Aug-in Tals. pris mei: i body, that ia figure of rey 2 
Fine like wiſe faith ; Chriſti mirãda pat iamtia adhibuit Indi 

ad convininumin quo cerpori & ſanguin ſui figuram diſci. 

puliy tyadidiet The admirable petite of Criſtadmitted ln. 

4 herein he delinered io hus Diſciples a ff. 


ae Kh, 
Augaſt.in Tom. pure of his body and bleu, And againe he faith, Now dubrra- 


Ccont. Adanal. 


uit Dominus dicert, Has eſt corpus eum, cu darer fgnum 
cerporss ſui: The Lord doubted not to ſay, Thu ùmy bea, 
when be gaxe but the figne of bis badly. And this expoſition 
mult needs bee true 2 for 8. Pax! Gith plainly and _ : 
1 Cor, 11. 28. 23. That the commwnicant doth cat — 
Ergo, it remaineth bread, after the words of conſecration. 
For if it were tranſubſtantiate into the body of Chriſt, then 


were there no bread to eat, hut the body of Chriſt is the 


thing that ſhould be eaten. But none doe eat the very body 
of Chriſt: for ifeuery communicant did eat the very bod 
of Chriſt naturally, camally, and really, (as they groſly ſup- 
poſe) Chriſt ſhould haus a bumber of bodies, which is pal. 
pably abſurd & monſtrous: and beſide, then commu- 
nicant ſhould bee ſaued, yea, euen Judas himſelfe( which is 
knowne to be the child of perdition: )for Chriſt faith, Hee 
that eatech my fleſb,t- drizketh my blondghath eternal life: 
Toh.6.54-lodced che eleR and god do eat Chriſt &drink 
Chrift, but how i not carnally, iritually, and by a true 
faich, apprehending Chu iſt, and applying Chriſt with all his 
benefits asfirmly vuto their ſoules, as the bread and wine js 
applyed to their bod ies. Beſides, if Chriſt gaue his body to 
be eaten really by his Diſciples, at the time of the inſtitutid 
ofthis Sacrament, what was it that did hang on the Ctoſſe 
on the morrow ? Moreouer, S. Peterſaith, A4. 3. 21. chat as 
touchingthe body of Chriſt, the heauens muſt contain him 
vnto the end ofthe world. Ifhis body be in heauen, & * 
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he hath a true body (is all men know he hath)tiow cin ix be 
that ke ſhould be boch in heaven and „ a8reuching 
his body at onetime? For he haue x glocified body, 
yet he retaineth the uature and property of x true hody ſtill, 
which can bo but in one place at once. And ſo ſaith, Augs- 


« . ; 


fine, ſaying; C par i bngtjEms Aus- ic Jol. rat. 
loco eſſe poteſt: The body of the Tae roſe Againe, © 

can be but inone place oneiy. Bae the Papiſts,tolheipe chem- 
ſelues, are di jucnicothis, to lay, that there is a mirucle in the 
Sacrament, and that Chriſt is there miriculouſſy. Wire 
unto I anſwex, that if che bread bee treu into the very bo- 
dyof Chriſt by a miracle, then ſhould it appeare viſibly ; 

forthe nature of cuexy nutacle is to bee yifible tothe out- 

ward eie and ſenſes:as when Chriſt turned ute r iute wine, 

it was vilibly wine: hem Moſes rot tuned imo a Ser- 

pent, it was viſihly a Serpent: und ſo H the bteui ber tuned 

into the very badyefChrift, it is viſib yl body, if you will 

hold a miracleto be wrought there Bür- Au g inſtve- 
reth,chere is no mitacle in the gacrameut, ymg Thu; He- 4. n. 3. 4. 
norem tanquam reli poſa gat hub tre, 7 thrguans u .: +10, 
mira nonpoſſunt: Tre Sacramentl ney hase hin ai things 
religious, but they are noi to bo admired at 4s miracles. Theo- 

dorct alſoiis moſt e reſſeagaiaſt Tranfibttantiation, for 

thus he faith, IV equeentas g nel hors re ye Theod Aralog.1, 


recedum 4 natur d ſun i maventt i priori fb 


gura & forma,& videri rang poſſunt ſieat pri di That i, 


The m:ſticall ſignes af: er cen ſecration, dor not depatt from 
their natures forthe x nbrdy fttlinthtit former ſub 55 fe. 
"af before. 

" Gelafuvs s Pope himbelts, derFay thoft play, er 
there ii — — + i is words 
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or nuzure of br out aui ine doth not crufr, and verily there 
is the iu gend fomilirudbof the body and blond of Chriſt, 
celebrated-in tb ation of thi wyfterity ibe loch 
Civil. Andichevefore ] — 0 

me 


Azainſt the 
Popes ſuprevide 
Flee 


68 Gods Arrow agdinft Aube. 
Rome which now is, is not the ſame which fe wu in former 
times, but it is become degenerate and teuolted from that 
former purity which ence was in it : And conſequently it 
isexpreſly manifeft, that that Church both may and doch 
erte. * 1 216 ö | 
The Church af Reme doch further hold, that their Pope 
hath authority to depoſe Kings and Princes. But by what 
title? It is cleare that in his either ſo doing. or attempt ing 
to doe, hee is botha notable traitout vnto God, whoſe au- 
thoxity hee doth claime and arrogate, and vnto Princes to 
wh hee ſhould bee ſubiect. For, the raifingand pullirg 
downe of Princes, God hath reſerued to himſelfe alone, 
in bis power: Foy it is hee (not the Pope) that d peſeth the 
wig hty from their ſeats, and exalteth themthat are of low 
degree, Luk. 1. It hee (not the Pope) that pa teth downe 
King & giueth kingdowes to whomſoener he will. And it is 
he that tefliſieth of himſelf, ſaying, Per we Regesregnanc,of 
principes dominantur:By me Kings reigne & Princes bears 
dominion, Dan. a. 20. and Chap. 4. 14. and 22. Seeing there- 
fore it is God that hath this high authority proper to him- 
ſelfe, which way can the Pope claime it, without iniurie 
and treaſon vnto God ? Will hee claime it by reaſon of his 
keyes, and in his Apoſtolicall right? That hee cannot doc; 
For hee muſt remember that the keyes giuen, were the kejes 
of the Ringdome of heauen, Mat. 16. 19. And therefore 
authority of the keye: hee cannot medd le with terreſtriall 
kiugdomes, to open an entrance for any into them, or to 
ſhut out or exclude any that de in them. And beſide. Saint 
Paul the Apofiledoth ſay expteſly both of himſelfe, and' 
ofche reſt of the Apoſtles, that ho great authority ſoc- 
uer they haue for the ouerthrowing of ſtrong holds, (that 
is, ofrebellious thoughts, and proud conccirs, and ſtiffe- 
necked opinions ſeated in mens hearts againſt God, as 
himſelfe expoundeth in the ſame place) that all their po- 
wer and meanes to conuert men, is onely by the ſword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and by the power 
ofthe keyes committed to them. In all which their àutho- 
licy, giuen vnto them from Chriſt, hee confeſſeth plainly, 
= 2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 10, 4. that the weapons of their warfare, are not car- 
all, but mighty through God; that is, pri uall. Which 
words doe demonſtrate, that by their Eccleſiaſticall mini- 
ſety, they haue clearely no ciuill authority committed to 
them. | 
And moreover it is manifeſt, by tho practice of the Apo- 
ſtles and all their precepts (commanding all Chriſtians to 
obey their Rulers, their Kings, and Princes, yea though they 
were perſecutors) that the Apoſtles neuer had any ach au- 
thority committed to them: Rom. 1 3. 1, 2,3 4. 1 Pet. 2. 12. 
71t. 3. I. And therefore it is vndoubtedly true, that the Pope 
of Remecannot claime it by any ſuch authority. Againe, 
the Biſhop of Rome can claime no more authotity by the 
power of the keies, or of binding and looſing, than any o- 
ther Biſhopelſewhere may doe: for the keies, that is to ſay, 
the poxer of opening ard ſhutting and of binding and loo- 
ſing: Joh. 20. 22, 23. Were giuen to all the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles as well as to Peter. And conſequently for any Miniſter 
of the Goſpell, thereby. to claime authority aboue ano. 
ther, isabſurd: for they be allindifferently ioyned in one 
commiſſion, and therefore haue all equall authority: and 
therefore the Biſhop cf Rome by vertue of che keyes, hath 
no more authority than any other Biſhop hath ; that is to 
ſay, none at all radepoſe Princes. Their duty is rather to 
ptactiſe obedience themſelues to them, and to teach the 
{ſame ob:dier ce to others as the Apoſtles of Chi iſt did. Vea, 
Chriſt himſelfe ſaid hrs king dome was not of this world: loh. 
18. 36. Himſelfe l. ke iſ: refuſed to bee made a Kung: John 
6.1 5. Humſelfe paid tribute vnto Ceſar, and commanded 
others to giue the ſame, and all other duties of ſubieRion 
and obedience vnto Ceſar: Mat. 22. 2 1. If he were ſubiect 
to Cæſar, it is a ſhame for the Biſhop of Rome to exalt 
himſelfe aboue Cæſar. 

Bur perchance che Biſnhop of Rome willchallenge, this 
his ſoueraigne authority ouer Princes hy donation from 
Conſtantine, or ſome other Chriſtian Emperour, Indeed 
ſuch fables ſometimes hee is not aſhamcd to vtter: bur let 
it be the ſtrongeſt way for him, if you will, that ſome Chri- 
ſtian 
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ftian Emperour was ſo foolifh as to giue him his Empire, 
(which is neitber likely nor dete ye ſay L, . 
ther lavvfull nor tolerable for him to take it, if hee willbe a 
Minſter of the Goſpell, or ſucceſſor ef the Apoſtles. For 
Curiſt hath expreſſy forbidden his 8 and in them, 
all the Miuiſters of the Goſpel, all ſuch d-minion and ciuill 
juriſdiction, ſaying thus yaro them, The Kings of Nations 
rergne ener them, and they that be great — them. beare 
rule or domi ion: but it (ball not be ſo with yow, Mata o. 25, 
26. Mark.: 0.41, 13 Lale 22.25, 26. 

Which wo1ds be moſt prohibitory, and ſhew that they 
may not reigue like Kings of Nations, nor beare ruleas 
great men in thoſe natious doe: but they muſt ſerue in the 
hui ch, and bee diligent to diſcharge that great charge in 
the Church, which their Matter Chriſt leſus hath laid ypon 
them. And therefore euery way the Pope of Rome hath no 
title, but is hereby an vſurper, and an intruder, and a noto- 
tious and odious traitor both to God and Princes, And bee 
ſides, all the ancient Churches haue afficmed and acknow. 
ledged the ſupreme authority of Princes, aboue and ouer all 
boch Prieſts and people. And therefore ſaith Tertullian, Co. 
lima [mperatorcm vt hominem 4 Des ſecuadũ, & ſolo Des 
minor me We honour the Emperonr as the next man to God. 


and inferiour to God onely, And againe he ſaith, that Prin- 


ces are, A Des ſec undi. poſt cum primi, ante onmes, & ſuper 
omnes: The ſecond to God, the firm next after God, and be. 


fere and oner all men, 


Optatus in like ſort ſaich, Super Imperatorem won eff viſi 
ſolus Deus qui fecit Imperatorems: There is none aboue the 


þ. En perour, but Ged onely which made the Emperor. And 


Chr yſeſtome faith, P arem vllum ſuper terram non habet. He 


G-egor Epiſt.lits hath no equ all on earth. Aud Gregory Biſhop of Rome, 


3.cap 100 & 


cap. 10. 3 


himſcite affir meth, That che power & gen to Prin ces from 
heanen, not onely ouer ſcreldrers, but Prieſts, And therefore 
I conclude, that the Church of Rome which now is is not 
the Church which once it was, but is wonderfully fallen 
into corruption, aud growre into pride, both againſt God, 
and his anointed Pl ince; aud conſequently not ouely may 

erre, 
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erre, but doth erte, and that moſt deteſtably and abomina 
bly in the higbeſt degree. 2 

The Biſhep of Rome doth further hold, that hee hath 4 
authority from God to forgiue ſinnes: and thereupon hee un Tndul- 
ſendeth forth his Charters ol Pardon, his Buls and indul. 3 _ 

, to ſich as he meanethto aſſoyle. The Scribes in the TIS 
ſpell ceuld ſay, Nene can for gius ſines bat God, Marks 
2.7. lob 14, 4. Cſ 44+ 25. Iſtherefore the Pope of Rome 
will take vpon him to forgiue finnes (in that forthe doth) 
hee muſt proue himſelfe to bee God, other wiſe his acti- 
ons will not ber warranted : how often in the Scriptures 
is it ſaid of God, that hee forgiueth iniquiry and tranſgreſ= 
ſions ? aſcribing that authority onely to God, and to no 
other. 

I need not recite any part icular places, the whole booke 
of God is plentifull hereip. I doe not deny, but Miniſters 
of the Goſpel) have power to binde and to looſe ſinners: 

Chriſt him ſelfe ſhewerh, Mauth. 16.) but how, and 
whom ? they can neither iuſtifie the vnrighteous, whom 
God abhorreth, nor yet condemne the godly and faithfull, 
whom God dearely loueth. In 85 much therefore as they 
cannot pardon ſuch as God condemneth, nor yet condemne 
ſuch whom God acquitteth, Ro. 8. 33, 34 it is manifeft that 
all their power of bind ing and looſing finners, is limited and 
baunded within the compaſſe of Gods word, which they 


How Miniflers 


and ſo all thatthey doe, will be of no force. The ineredulous % G leof”« 
and obſt inate ly wicked perfons, they may by «arrant of 8 
Gods word pronounce condemnation againſt, except they 
dorepent,and totheaſſaredly fairhfull, repentant, and god. 
ly perſons, whole continuallcare is topieaſe God, and walk 
in his wayes, they may pronounce the ſentence of vndoub- 
ted and certaine ſiluation, becauſe the word of God doth 
affirmeas much: and this is all the binding and looſing of 
ſinneers which they haue. For in all theirpronunciations of 
pardons,8 forgiuene ſſe offinsthey muſt be ſure they ſpeak 
not in their owne names, nor their owne wils and pleaſures, 


bur they mult doc it inthe name ** 
that 
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that it is his worꝗ, will and pleaſure, which they vtter. But 
the Biſhop of Rome obſerueth not the rule of Gods word 
to ſquare and meaſure his pardon by: but pardoneth whom 

he liſt, and as he lift, as if hee were a God himſclfe, haui 
abſolute power in himſelfe (without reſpect of Gods — 
or will) to doe what hee liſt. In ſo much as Traitors and te- 
bels ag uni God and their lawfull Princes, he will not only 
pardon without exception, but hee will abet them in their 
damnable courſes, till at laſt (when it is too late for them 
to repent) they will (if they take not good heed in time) 
fcele che ſmart of it in hell torments together for eue. 
Whatthe religion of Rome is, may appeare by this, that ay 
man for money may get a pardon for his ſinnes: and then 
what ſinne need rich men feare to commit, when a Popes 
pardon will ſalue all? or how can it bee otherwiſe than 
a religion of licentiouſneſſe, when for money a man may 
haue a licence or diſpenſation agaiuſt any ſinne v hiatſoeuex. 
Tlieſe things bee ſuch open blots to the Romiſh religion, 
as that worthily euery good and godly mir de hath it in 
deteſtation and doth ii ſtly condemne it. Yet further will ] 
proue, that the Church of Rome cannot be the true Church 
oſſibly. 
l 1. The Church of Rome doth hold, that the diuine and 
ſacred Scriptures doe not containe all things neceſſary to 
ſaluation:buttheir ynwritten traditions mult (forſooth) all 
be received with equall and like authority; for ſo hath their 
Cou:.cell of Trent determined. And Pope Les the fourth 
feateth not to pronounce with a loud voyce, That hee that 
receineth not without difference the popiſh Canons, ac wells 
the foure Goſpeli, belecueth not ari ght, nor holdeth the Ca- 
tholibe faith effcttmally, The Decietall Epiſtles alſo they 
number with the canonicall Scriptures, And Pope Agatha 
ſaich, that all che ſinctions and decrees of their Romith See 
are to be taken as eſtabliſhed by the diuine voyce. Which 
blaſphemics who can abide ? For hereby they make both 
the Scriptutes imperfeR ; and not ſo content, doe further 
adde vato thoſe Scriptures, 

Whereln they commit two notable finnes : firſt, * 
irg 
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ly contrary to the tettimony of Saint ſaba, eo ſaich, Thur 
theſe things are wrizten that ye may belrene,andehat is be- 
leening ye may haue life eternal:and cleave contrarytothe 
teſtimonie of S. Paul, who ſaitk, Thatehe Scripeurer(giuen 
by diuine inſpiration ure profitable to reprowe, to teach, to 
corre, to inſfract᷑. and perfoct the man of God, 2 Tu. 3. 1 5. 
Ergo, the Scriptures or Word of God written, is a true, 
ſound, and perfect whole doctrine, containing in it ſelfe 
fully all things needfull for our ſaluation. Vea, S. Pai ſaith 
expreſly to Timothy, That the Scriptures are able to wake 
bim wiſe unto ſaluation, 2 Tim. 3.15. And therefore the 
Church of Rome being cleane contradictory, doth mar- 
uellouſly erre: and therefore alſo we need none of their 
yowrictea traditions, 

And againe, how ſhould we be aſſured that thoſetra- 
ditions which chey call Apoſtolicall,be Apoſtolicall,con- 
ſidering them not written by the Apoftles > «Auguſtine 


— epift 
quis noſtriiem dicet hoc vel illad eſe ? Et ſi quis hoc dicat, OY 
quomodo probabit I That is, If [eſua Chrift haue kepe any 
thang cloſe, which of vs ſhalſay it is this or that? Audi 
fag it u this, how willheproneit? Forall the errors of the 
Church of Rome, ſhroud themſelues ynder the harbour of clryſeft.n Mat 
traditions, And Chryſoſteme ſaith flatly, Wharſoeuer © T6- 1, lem. cory. 
quiſite for our ſaluatiom, is contained in the Scripenres, And ſoft is a, Tbeſſa a 
againe he ant guy” es. Fra cleere & manifeit in the Scrip- 

turet, and whatſoener things be necdfull, be manifeſt there. 


And Hierome in the prologue ofthe BibletoPanlixeafter 


he had recicedthe — : of — ——— — the 
Old, ſaiththus: / pray thee(dearebrother l among theſe line, ine 
wo ſe upon 9 vorhin elſe, ſeek for no other thing. — i — 
And againe, yponthe bookes of the Old and New Teſta. Bible, : 
ment: Theſe writings be holygtheſe books be ſound,there is 
none other to be copared totheſe:whatſoenerisbeſiletheſe,” 
may in no wiſe be receined amogittheſe holy things. And a- Hierome un 
gaine he faith, Al other 10 which they ſeckont,or imnent Aste :. 


at 


Gcutiler. 


Deut. 4. 


Deut. 12. 


Reuel. 22. 


Againſt images, 
Cc. 


they cannot proue, but obtrude vnto vs withont teftimon 


of Scriptures, let vs contemne them. For as Athanaſins 


Athanaf. contra ſaith; The holy Scriptures inſpired from God are ſuffici- 


ent to all inſtruct ion of thetrmth, And as for the other point 
of the Papiſts in equalling & adding their traditions, their 
decretall Epiſtles and Canons, to the pure and diuine word 
of God, it is blaſphemic intolerable, and who can endure 
it ? For doth not God ſay thus, Tee hall put nothing to the 
wordwhich I command you,neithertake ought there. from: 
Deut. 4. And againe he ſaith, Whatſoencr I command you, 
that take heed ye ds onely to the Lord put nothing thereto, 
vor take ought there-from. And doth net S. John in his Re- 
ue lation ſay, That if any man adde to this Booke,God ſhall 
adde unte him the plagueswhich are written in this Bookg, 
and ſball tałę away his part out of the Booke of Life? Icon- 
clude therefore, that the Churchof Rome, which doth not 
content herſelfe with the ſacred & holy Scripture ( which 
the chaſte ſpouſe of Chriſt euermore doth) is not the true 
Church of God: For there ſhe ſheweth her ſelfe to bear the 
marke of a ſtrumpet. But when ſhee proceedeth and ad- 
deth her ownetraditions, Decretall Epiſtles and Canons, 
to the word written ; and makeththem to bee of as good 
and equall authority, as the Canonitall and ſacred Scrip- 
tures thẽ ſelues: what greater pride could haue bia ſhewed, 
or what higher blaſphemy > But theſe are the right notes 
of an adultereſſe, toequal her ſelfe with hex husband. Vea, 
what ſhould I ſay more? They held that the authoritie of 
the Church is aboue the Scriptures, which ſheweth ful- 
ly the notable pride. and ſpirituall whoredeme of their 
Church, IV, 
2. The Church of Rome is Idolatrous, and therefore it 
is not che true Church, They fall downe before Idols and 
Images as the Heathen did, and therefore commit Tdola- 
trie as the Heathendid; I ſpeakeof rhe manner of their 
5 worſhip: 
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the true God, yet they thoughtthey worſhipped chetrue 
God, & their meaning was to worſhip the true God inthe 
— Idoll, as the Papiſts likewiſe do meane: for they 
ſay, chey be not ſuch ,as tothinke, or beleeue that an 
Image or Idoll( made of woed or ſtone) could be God mei- 
ther were the heathen ſo fooliſh as tothiule, or beleeue, 
that their Idols or Images were God, (tor they knew th 
were made of wood or ſtone, or ſuch like;) —— 
it) they worſhipped Gad in the Image, as the papiſts ſay 
they doe: and therfore the caſe for the manner of worſhip 
is all one. Againe, if the Papiſts doe not worſhip the Idoll 
or Image, why doe they bow downe yntoit ? God com- 


mandeth e hon ſhalt not mali to thy ſelfe any grauen Exod. 1s 


image: ſo that the very making of images to repre 

withall (whois a ſpi — & inuiible)icadolatry, . 
gaine he faith, Thow ſob not bow down to them nor werſhip 
them,&c.Sothatto bowdown vntothem(though they be 
ſuppoſed to repreſent God) is idolatry : for God mult be 
worſhippedin ſuch ſort as himſelſe hath preſeribed, & not 
otherwiſe. And that it is flat ĩdolatry to worfhip God in a- 
ny image, isexpreſſed & manifeſt by the children of Iſrael, 
when they made the golden Calfe, to be a repreſentation of 


God: for the Text ſheweth that it was idolatry, for which Erod. 32. 


many of them were plagued and puniſhed ; and yet their 

meaning was to worſhip the true God in thecalfe:for they 
were not ſo ſimple as to thigke or beleeue that that dead 
Idoll or image was God: and therefore the idolatry of the 
Church of Rome is as grefle and wicked as theirs was. 
Neither can the Papiſts helpe themſelues in their wonted 
diſtinction of vaie, & >a 4a, affirming that they giue to 
Images but Duliam, that is ſerwice zand to God Latrians 
that is, worſbip: ſhewing thereby, that both they worthip 
God, and ſerue Images. But how the Temple of 
God with Images, faith Paul; or what warrant haue ey 
to ſerue images beſide God ? When Chriſt himſelfefan 


Cor. 15. 16.3 
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And Pau the Apoſtle doth He wiſe | 
ly, chat men ſhould vv from [dbls or [mages to ſer us the 
lining God,( wherethe word Dalia is vſtd ) whereby the 
Apoltle doth ſhew, that there is ſuch an oppoſition be- 
tweene Images and the ſeruice of God, that he that ſerueth 
the one, cannot ſerue the other. Cod himſelfe diſliketh 1. 
dols and Images vtterly, ſaying by che Prophet, that they 
are o farre fro being Lay mens books( at the Papiſts terme 
them) that they ale no better than teachers of lyes. And 
Saint /obn himſolfe commandeth all Chriſtians to ketpe 
hemſelues from Idols: beſides, it is Idolatrie to pray yhto 
any but God : for Chriſt biddeth when men pray, not to 
call vpon the Virgin Mary, nor any other Saint departed 
this life, but ypon God onely. When yee pray, (faith he) 
ſay thus : Our Father which art in beazen, & c. Againe, 
Samt Pas ſaith, How ſhall they call epos him on mh 
they haut vet beleened? Declaring: thereby, that taith and 
prayer goe together. We can call ypon none, but we mult 
conſequently alſo beleeue on him: but we are to belteue 
on none but God ; therefore wee may pray to noue but 
God; and therefore the Church of Ron e calling vpon 
Saints de parted, committeth groſſe Idolatrie: for the ſcrip- 
ture ſhe weth, that God onely is to bee prayed vnto. Be- 
ſides, they teach in their Idolatrous Maſſe, or Sacrament 
of the Altar (as they terme it) after a certaine mumbling 
of words by che Prieſt, there is no bread nor wine remai- 
ning, but the very body an blood of Chrift; and that 
peece of bread which is ſhewed ( for bread it ſtill appea- 
reth to bee, for all their magical! mumblivg ) they com- 
mand to be adored & worſhipped. To adore or worſhi 
any creature(ſuch as bread is ) is Idolattie: The Papiſticall 
Church doch the ſame: Ergo, it is idolatrous. I haue pro- 
ned it before, that it remainerh bread aſter the conſecratid; 
& that Chiſt cannot poſſibly be there, as touching the bo- 
dily ſubſtance, becauſe in that reſpect he isa ſcended vp into 
bea en, & there fitteib on the right hand of God his Father 
vntil he come to iudęe the quick & the dead. And if they wil 
not beleeue diuine teſtimenics therein; yet the authority of 
Cicero 


du ame gan ben. IE 
Cicero a heathen man mighe ſome what moue therm, for in 
one place 2 em tam amentens eſſe pu, qui i lum 
quo veſcatur, Denmcredat cet That is, whom de you think 


f. mad,actobeleexe thatwhich be eateth to be God? Info 020 


much therfore as the Church of Rome doth worſhip bread 
as if it were God, it is manifeſt they bee groſſe Idolaters. 
And conſequently their Church cannot be the true Church 
of God on earth. c 
3. The Papiſts doe not denie Chriſt in words, but if wee 
examine them by particulars, wee ſhall finde that indeed 
they doe: as for example, we know that the right faith be- 
lecuerh Chriſt leſus to be both God and Man, which the 
Church of Rome in words will alſo afirme: but vrge them 
in this point of the Sacrament, & then they bewray them- 
ſelues, chat they beleeue not Chriſt to haue a true body:for 
when they are preſſed with this, that the body of Chriſt 
cannot be both in heauen and in earth at one and the ſelfe. 
ſame time, becauſe it is againſt the nature of a true body ſo 
to be: then they become Nhiquitaries, and ſay, that becauſe 
the God · head of Chriſt is euery where, therfore his huma- 
nity is euery where. But this is no good uent: for 
the God -head and humanity are of ſeuerall natures. And if 
his body and fleſh wereeuery where as his God-head is; 


how is that true which the Angelſpake, ſaying : Surrexit, Mat. 8.6. 


nen eſt hie: He is rien, he ij not here? For theſe words ſhew 
that his body and fleſh is not euery where. Againe, if hee 
were euery where in reſpect of his humanity, how isit trus 
that he aſcended into heauen? For that word, aſcenſion, 
doth ſhew that his bodily preſence did remoue from one 
laceto another; and then was itnotin that place from 
whenceic did n . 3 1 
Laſtly, it is the propertie of a diuine nature to 
where — — whilſt they defend this vhiquitie f 
the hriſt, it is as much as ifthey ſhould ſay abat the 
of Chriſt is turned into God (which is a grofle hereſie.) 
And thus it appeareth, that the Papiſts doe, with the Euty- 
chians,denie chat Chriſt hath a true 8 e 


that ( contrary to the nature of a true body) it in 
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diuers places at once; ea, æuecꝝ where: and theefage de. 
aying Chriſt to kaue à true bade, they art not the true 
Chu:ch, And fo much for cheix ertox cancerning the per. 
Hu of Chit. | 

4. Now for the office ef Chrill (for his perſan and his 
office bee tuo chiefe chinga which wee are all to regard. 
The Papiſts will yeeld with vs, that it conſiſteth in cheſe 
three points; namely, that hee is both a Propliet, a Ptieſt, 
and a King. This L Hy in wordsthey wil acknowledge but 
in deeds and verity they doe not: for in reſpect ihat Chriſt 
is aur Pcopher, which ſhould and did reueale his Fathe :s 
will vatotke world, we ought to bee content with his 
voice, and ſearch no further than he hath reuealed in the 
Scriptures. But the Papiſts are not ſ@ contented, but they 
hold that their vnwritten traditions and Popiſh Canons, 
mult alſo be receiued vpon like petill of damnation, as be- 


fore I ſhewed. Concerning the Prieſt- hood of Chriſt, it 


conſiſteth in two things, name ly, tho offering vp ef hinnſelſe 
once for a full, perfect, & ſufficient ſacriſice: Aud bs unter. 
ceſſion with hi Father, which yet remaimetb alſo, & fhall 
deeto the worlds end. Boch theſe the Papilts annihilate, 28 
I will prouc. Ficſt, c ing the facrifice and oblarion- 


of Chrilt, there is no doubt, but heing once d one —— 
Croſſe, it was a moſt {xtisfaory lacriaee 
to deliver both & culba & pane, fromthe guilti and 


the puniſhment incident ta that guiltineſſe: for otherwile,, 
how ſhould Chriſt be Ieſus that is a Sauiour, if he did not 
deliver vs from the puniſhment, as well as from the (in? 
But the Papiſts hold that Chriſt hath obtained by his paſ- 
ſion, remiſſian for our ſumes going before Baptiſme: but 
for ſinnes committed after Baptiſme, chat his Paſſion hath 


taken away anely the guiltineſſe, that the puniſhment re- 


maineth notwithſtanding ; which is to bee paid in Purga- 
forie(ss cheyſaꝝ N ae nets nk ownefatis. 
factions; and ſo they make the puniſhment due to linne,. 
Lens. 1 in hell) to — 67/ Ty 
rie, a ſati factions As euiſed. But 
5. £92 3 park wy — his ſoule ? And it 
LED ; aꝑpeateth. 
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oppeareth before euen by the report of Auguſtine chat the 
Ehelich faith —. no — they haue 
inuented. Fot as Saint Jobs ſaith, The blaud of Chriſt is that © 1011.7. 
which pargeth vnfrem all fine: and that his moſt precious 
bloud is the onl ry we hold, and doch deliuer his 
people fromthe i at due to finnes, as well as rem 
fins: for our punifhmentwas laid vpon him, and with his 
firipes we are healed, asthe Prophet Efay ſpeaketh. Againe, Eſky. 534 
the Papifts doe ſay, they offer vp Chriſt in their Maſſe, 
which Maſſe they ſay is propitiatory,both for the liuing & 
the dead. Firſt, for the dead it cannot he propitiatorie, hor 
do good vnto; ſoras the tree falleth, foi: þexfrand aba man Ecclelis. 
is found to die, ſo he goetheithet to heauen or to hell. A 
third place which the Papiſts call Purgatorĩe: there ĩs not. 
And if any bee in heauen, their Mafles can doe them no 
good: or they enioy all good already. And if any be in hel, 
we know that Ex i fern na a redemptio; From hellthere 1 
4 noredemption, Aud therefore for the dead it cannot ber 985 
ropitiatory, nor any thing elſe auaileable & for the liuing 
1 cannot be — Yea it is blaſphemous & deroga- | 
tory to the Paſſion of Chtiſt once fer all:forivas much as ,, he 
heis a Prieſt for euer, after the order of Melchiſedech, he is — - 9. * 
to dye but once, which he did vpon the Croſſe: whoſe ob- 
lation being perfect ( as the 5 to the Hebrewes ſpea- 
keth) needeth not any other helpe(as of Maſſe, or whatſoe- 
uer elſe ) tomnake it 3 it is wicked, groſſe, blaſphe- 
mous, and damnable to ſuppoſe any imperfection in the 
facrifice and oblation of Ieſus Chriſt: for God twice cried iat j 17 
ich a loud voice from heauen, ſaying, This i my belaued Mat. 5.8. 
Soxrne, in whom 1 am well pleaſed. | | 
5. As touching the other part of his Prieſt- hood, namely, 
his interceſſion with his Father, whereby he maketh re- 
queſt ynto God for vs, although the os mary aſcribe that 
chicfly vnto Chriſt; yet whar doe they elſe but cleanerob 
him of it, when they aſſoc iate others with him? And name - Rom. 8.34. 
ly. che Virgin Mary, they cal her the Qrgene ef heanen,the Heb. 7. 23. 
Gate of. Paradiſe their Life and S weerro[ſe,the Tres ſere 7 
Grace, the reſugr of ſinners, __ the Medutrix of men. 
4 Pray, 


” . N 
7 . 


10 Gods Arrew againſt Abe. 
ray, what doe they now leaue to Chriſt? Yea when they 
Eyes her: 


* 
O felix puerpera t O happy Mother . p 
woſtra — ſcelera, 9 ſatis fymg for eur finnes, 

iure matris impetra by thy Motherly authority - 
Redemptori:chat is:) (command the Redeemer. 


What greater blaſphemy to Chriſt could they haue vtte- 
red It iscleare that S. Paul ſaith, There is but one God & 
one Mediator between God & man, The Mn Chr Teſs: 
1 Tim. 2. 5. But the Papiſts be not content with him, but 
will haue many Mediators. S. Paul ſaith moreouer, that 
him we haue boldneſſe & ucceſſe vnto God: Exb. 3. 12. And 
therefore what fooliſh feare is it of Papiſt to Point to 
themſelues other Mediatorsꝰ Sith theretore the Church of 
Rome doth not repute the one oblation of leſus Chriſt, & 
his interceſſiõ to be perfect, but accuſeth them of imperfe= 

cCtion( as appearech = their doctrine)it canuot poſſidly be 
the true Church. Chriſt himſelf biddeth to aske in no other 
name than his, & promiſeth, that wharſocuer ſhalbe asked 
ia his na · me. it ſhall be done: Ih 14. 13. 14. Chryſoſtome 
ſpeaking of the woman of Canaan, who though ſhe were 
a ſinner, was bold ro come vnto Chriſt, ſaith thus; Fu pro- 
dertiam huins mulieris: non prec atur Jacobus, nou ſuppli- 
cat lohanni, nos adit ad Petrum, nes Apoitolorum cætum 
re ſprcit,ant vilum eorum requerit :ſedpro his omnibus Pp ante 
temiam ſibicomuem adiungit,& ad ipſum fon em progredi- 
tur: hehold the wiſdom of this woma ſhe doth not pray [ames, 
* for doth notbeſrech lohn,ſbe goeth not to Pet. r, ſbe lookgrh 
wot to the copany of the Apoſtles neither dothrequeRt of any 
of thẽ, but for allthis ſhetaketh repentance for hey copamon, 
Eadem bew. Aud goeth to the very fountaine it ſelfe And againe he faith, 
that to haus accefſe vito God, Nthil epa eſt triẽ i ſeruo vel 
interce ſſore, ſed dic m f rere mei Dems:15 enim te audit u- 
curque ſis loco, & undecii que inuocetur: e haue noneed of 
any Conrtly atiẽ dant er interceſſor but ſay „Hue mercy vp- 
on me O God : for he hearetb thee in what place ſoener thou 


* Art, 


cbryſeſt hom. 12 
dc Caua . 
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art, and from what place ſoener this calleft-vpon bim. Am 
7 likewiſe anſwereth the carnall reaſou of the Papiſts: 
Solent (ſalth he) miſera vti excuſatione, dicentes, per iſtos Amb. in Ren. 1. 
poſſe ire ad Dei ſicut per Comites itur ad Re ges. Ides ad re. 
ger per tril unos, & comites itur, quia homo vrique oft rex: 
ad Denn unten, quem vri quo nihil later , ſuſfragatore non 
oft opus ſed mente deuot. i. hicunque en tali 21 fue- 
ru, reſpendebit illi. That is, 7 hey are wont to vſe 4 pi iful 
exenſe, ſayings By theſe (Saints they may baue — onto 
God, 4s b rles there in arceſſe to Kings, Ther fire ts it 
that by Officers and Eas les, acceſſe is made tothe King be- 
canſo the King himſclfe is a man.Butto come to Gad( from 
whom nething # hid ) there us noneed of 4 ſpokeſman but of 
4 lenont minde:for where ſoener ſuch a one ſprakgth to bom, 
ke will anſwer him. The Church of Rome therefore, which Iames 4.12; 
accounteth not of the ſufficiency & perfcQion of that one 
oblarion of Chr ſt, nor of his continual interceſſion, cannot 
poſſivly be the true Church. 
6. The Papiſts in words willnat deny but Chriſt is a 
King, wt.ich hathall power in heauen and in earth. But in- TY 
decd it appeareth they doe exile and baniſh him out of | 
His Kingaome, or at leaſt leaue him but a ſinall portion, or 
rather none at allifor iu teſpect that he is a ſpirituall King, 
ard the King of his Chucch, he is alfo(as Saint Iams ſpe a- 
keth)the onely L av - giuet thereunco, and thert fore by his 
les onely, the Church is to begouerned, which they cau- 
n > abide: for they adde their Pop:ſh Canons, Conſtituti- 
on, and Cuſtomes, whereby they will haue the Church 
goucrned : yea they will haue theſe take place, though 
they vtterly diſplacethe word of God for the maintenat ce 
oftchem.Secondly, Chriſt only is to reigne in the conſciea- 
ces of men, and yet the Pope claimeth power to bind mens 
cenſciences by his lawes, ſtatu: es, and decrees, Tu irdly, hee 
claimeth moſt traiterouſty to be the head of the Whole 
vniuerſall Church, which title by way of pterogatiue is gi- 
ven and attributed onely to leſus Chriſt( to whom it ouly Epheſ. 1. 22. 
2ppertaineth ) But before I proceed any further herein, I 
demand of the Pope and Papiſts; when, and by what 
| right 
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1. Cor. 3.11. 


r. Co. 10. 4. 
Mat. 7. 24. 


Epheſ. a. 20. 


Mat. 16. 19. 
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right. he their proud Pope taketh vpon him chiacide co be 
head of the Church, ot vniuetſall Biſhop over all che Chri- 
ian world ( by vertue of which title he taketh vpon him 
to rule as he liſt, and to do what he liſt.) Fitſt, co claime it as 
ſucceſſot to Peter, is ipoſſible: for that Peter the Apaſile 
neuet had any ſuch tive, ptcheminence, os authorit ie ouer 
the rett of the Apoſtles. 

It is true that Chriſt ſaid to Peterſafter he had confeſſed 
Chriſt to be that Chriſt, the Sonne of the lining God) 7 has 
art Peter, and upon this rockę mil I build my Churab. Theſe 
words hitherto gie no ſuperioriey to Peter aboue the reft: 
onely they ſhew that the Church is builded won ſap er Pe- 
tram, {4 ſuper petram not pon the pern of Peter, but 
upon the Recke: and vpon what Rocke?oamely,vponchas 

hriſt leſus whom Peter confeſſeth to he the Son of the 
liuing God. For that confeſſionof Peter concerning leſus 
to be that Chtiſt the Son ofthe liuing God, is the Rocke 
whereupon the Church is builded:for(as S. Paul expoun- 
deth and affirmeth) Other foundation cam no max lay, bat 
that which i laid alrrady namely, Icſus Chriſt. Aud in ano- 
ther place he ſaith expreſly, hat that Rocke was Chritt. 
And Chriſt himſelf affirmeth like wiſe, hat he that heareth 
his words and doth them, is likened to one that buildeth his 
houſe vponarocks : ſhewing thereby,that he, and bu word: 
& Doftrine,betherocke,againſt which the gates of bellſhal 
neuer preuaile. Agteeable whereunto ſpeaketh Saint Paui 
againe when hee faith, that the Church is builded vp 
= fourdationof the Prophets aud Apoſtles, Chrift Iiſus 
himſelfe being the Head ſtous in the corner, Where then 
ſhall wee finde that Peter was made Prince of the 
Apoſtles, to rule ouer all the reſt, as the Pope now doth? 
The Papiſts anſwer, that ia the next words, when Chriſt 


ou yato Peter by ſpeciall name, the keyes of bindi og and 


ooſing, hee thereby made Peter the Prince and vniuerfall 
Biſhop of the whole Church. But hereunto Lay, that 
Chriſt therein gaue no authority more to Peter, than to 
the reft ; that at chistimethe keyes were not giuen to 
him, not tothe reſt, onely there was a promiſe 4 they 

ould 
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ſhould bee giucurfot the words he not in the tene, 
Do tabs, I giur vnto ibo but in the futute tenſe, Daho iili, 
I willgine vmo thos : which promife of Chriſt was afters 
wardcruly. performed, 8 when it was petformed;the keys, 
that is che powerof binding & loving ſinneri, was gwen 
not oncly to Peter, but to Peter and all the reft t 


her, 
as Saint aba in his Goſpellelcciely declareth and auouch. Ich. 20 23.23. 


eb. No becauſe Peter war che man that gave anſwer for 
hirwlelfc and the reſt, therefore out Saviour Chriſt ſpake 
perſonally vato Peter, and fo both Cyprian and Au gi fine 
abe ex pound and declareit. O. her wiſe, neicher in che pro- 
miſe ot the keyes, nor yet in the receit of the ſame did 
Peter receive any more authority or ſuperiority than the 
reſt of the Apoſtles did. I grant he was called primens be- 
czulc he was of the firſt that was called to the Apoſtic ſhip; 
or becauſe hee was the firſt of all the Apoſtles that conſtĩ- 
ſed Chriſt to be the Meſſias and Sonne ofthe liaing God; 
er becauſe hee was readieft al waieʒ to ſpeake and anſwer, 
Bur all this doth notprooue that hee had authority over 
the reſt, or a larger commiſſion than the reſt. Yea, the 
words of their commiſſion doth ſhe w the eontrary, name. 
ly, that they had all equall authority: forit was thus made 
vatothemallindifferencly, and withour putting a diffe- 
rence, namely, Gos yo andteach a Nations beprizing then 
in the name of the Fathey, and of the Senne, and of the boty. 
Gheſft.teaching them coobſm ur al thingr whatfoener I hane 
commanded you:Matthe28, 19:20, Runne ouor all that re- 
waineth written, and you ſhall finde that Porer was exe of 
the twelue, eqvall with the reſt, and their feflow, burnot 
their Lord, Where wii Poreysfuperiority, when Paul re- 

ed him to his face? G2. 11. when being accu- 
ted ye pleadeth vo priuilege, bur for the cleering of him. 
— CanfaAticnof ers, he auſwetethto iat ↄccu- 
farion ? Where was Peters tuthority otzer the reft, when 
tho reft ut him and Jab vnto Sameria? Alt che eleuenth 


Chapꝛer, the third aua fourth vexſes: and 2Hfoin Ae 


eighth Chaprer, and the ſourttent h verſ. In i hat hæ wene 
x thei ſ ding, he r wet ehe hehadnoprinct. 
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ality ouer them. Where was his prcheminence or autho- 
— in a Councell held at Teruſalem, where the Apo- 
ſtles were, yet not Peter, but Iames ruled the action, and 
according to his ſentenee wasthe decree made, Alt. i 5. 13. 
&c. Yea, I ſay moreouet, that hen there was centention 
ſtcheApoftles,who ſhould be chiefe amengſtthem, 
Chrift told them plainly, that Kings of Nations might 
beare rule ouer their peaple, aud that great men 2 
kings might likewiſe exerciſe authority oxer other, but ſo 
might wot they doc one aner another, Luk. 22.25, 26, &c. 
But the greateſt amon git them ſhould be as the leaſt, and as 
a ſernant : yea, ſhowld be the leaft,and ſhould be a ſeru ant, 28 
is declared in Aat. 20.25. 26. and in Mark, 10.42, 43. 

If che greateſt mult be as the leaſt, what authority hach 
he aboue the leaſt? For then hath the leaſt as great autho- 
rity as the greateſt: that is, they haue all equall authority. 
I maruell therefore what the Pope and Papiſts meane, 
cantrary to the tenour of thecommiſſion of Chriſt, con- 
trary to the ptactice of Petey himſelfe, and contrary to this 
decree made by Chriſt of their equality, to ſay not with- 
ſtanding that Peter was Prince of the Apoſtles, and had au- 
thority ouer them all ; when as indeed it is manifeſt by all 
the Scriptures and courſe of his life, he neither claimed nor 
had any authority ouer the reſi, more than the reſt had 
ouer him, and conſequently the Pope of Rome can neuer 
claime that as Succeſſor to Peter, which was neuer in 
Peter his ſuppoſed Predeceſſor. 

The Papitts perceiuing that the Scriptures make nothing 
for them, but againſt them (becauſe they would haue the 
matter hs with ſome ant iquity, or ſhewof antiqui- 
tie at the leaſt) haue deuiſed ſome counterfeit aud forged 
Authors, (as Anacletuu. and Auicet uus, and ſuch like) to 
ſpeake ſomething for them, Zut the falſe-hood. of all 

ſe, is diſcouered by other Writers(if they be well mar- 
ked.) In Cyprianstime it was deemed a matter odious for 
any to take ypon kim to be Biſhop of Biſhops, asappea- 
reth by that voice which hecrieth in the Councell of Car- 
thage. It was likewiſe decreed inthe African _—_— 

at 
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that none ſhould be called Prieſt or Prieſts, or Archprieſt, 
or any ſuch like. The Counce Il of Nice did decree,that the 
Biſhop of Rome ſhould keepe himſelfe within the com- 

e of his prouince, and not exceedhis bounds; as like- 
wiſethe Biſhops of Antioch, leruſalem, and Conſtantino- 
ple were to doe the like, Other Oouncels, did afficme as 
much, (which becauſe they are ſufficiently knowne, I need 
not to recite.)Butthey all ſhew,that at thoſe times the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome had no greater Iuriſdiction than within his 
owne prouince, and that he could not meddle within the 


Prouinces of other — And Hierome of his time ſaith, Hieran. al Lu- 
that the Biſhop of Eugubium, or any other the leaft Sea, is grium. | 


equall to the wy of Rome, Thetitle of Vniuerſall Bi- 
fhop, was much deſired of Jobs Bifhop of Conſtantinople, 
and much contention there was about irzbar it was neuer 
obtained of the Biſhop of Rome, vntill the time of Boni. 
face the third, who procured that title of Phecas that wic- 
ked Emperour of Rome: after which, the Biſhops of Rome 
neuer ceaſed ſtill to augmenttheir dignitie, and increaſe 
the pride of the Romiſh See. And euen at the very firſt 
time when lohn Biſhop of Conſtantinople, ſought to get 
that title of vniuerſall Biſhop to his See, Gregorie then Bi- 
fhap of Rome, did himſelfe ſtand againſt u mightily, and 
affirmed that he could be no leſſe thau Antichtiſt whoſoc- 
uer did take vnto him that Title. Firſt therefore it is mani- 
feſt chat vntil the time of Gregory Biſhop of Rome, an vai. 
uerſall Biſhop was not heard of in the Church, and Boxi- 
face the Third, was the firſt Biſhop of Rome that got this 
title, which was about fx hund red yeeres after Chriſt, And 
beſides, how will the Biſhop of Rome that now is, auoid 
himſelfe to be Antichriſt, ſith by the expreſſe determinati- 


Vide Greg lib 4 
epiſh. 32.34.36. 


en of Gregory Biſhop of Rome, his Predeceſſor, he is con- yiſ. 0.28. 29. 


demned for Ant ichriſt, in as much as he hath this title, and s 
is not aſhamed thereof? For what is this elſe, but to come 
in the place of Chriſt, and conſequently to be Antichrift, 
vſurping the prerogatiue title of Chriſt Ieſusꝰ B it the Pope 
ſaith, that though he claime thus to bee the head of the 
Church, yet hee doth not name himſelte to bee — iſe 

an 
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then a miniſteriall head, &cto be Chtiſts Vicar on earth. But 
why will he be ſo arrogant as to challenge cis title wich- 
out lawfull conuciance made vnto him from Chriſt, which 


he cannot ſhew?For ho dare take vpon him te be a Lieu- 


Againflpuſufice- 


tion by works 


teaant to ancarthly Prince, without Letters Patents ſitſt 
had from the Princeꝰ Againe, the Church of Chriſt onearth 
being as a chaſte Spouſe of her husband and head Chriſt 
Ieſus; neither can nor ought to acknowledge any other for 
her head, than that her husband co whom ſhehath plighted 
her troth. Laſtly, there can be no ſucceſſor, but when the 
predeceſſor is gone & abſent: but Chriſt is al wayes pieſent 
with his Church, according to his owne words; Behold, 
am with you tothe end eftheworld, Mat. 28. 20. Aud there- 
fore he can haue neither ſucceflor, nex Vicar to repreſem 
his perſon, or to guide his Church: for his ſpirit (ſince his 
bodily aſcenfion) is the guide iᷣ gouernour of che Church 
in his roome; Job. 14. G 15. & 16. For no man mortall 
is appointed thereunto, I conclude therefore, that for all 
theſe cauſes, the Church of Rome cannot poſſibly berhe 
true Church. 

7. The Church of Rome dotlo not aſcribe iuſtification to 
faith in Chriſt Ieſus onely, but faith, that mens works be 
meritorious, and to them partly isiuſtificatien to be aſcri« 
bed ; and ſo they make mens imperfect works to be cau- 
ſes of ſaluation, which is a groſſe error, euen in the foun- 
dation or 1 point. Saint Ss That all 
are iuſtiſied freely by his grace, Ram · 3. 24. Ifthey be iuſti= 
fied 22 mn (as —— then are — iuſtified 
without any deſertoftheirs, And Saint Paul ſetteth downe 
this Axiome in the concluſion, We holdthat a man i inſtio 
fied by faith, without the works of the Law, Rom. 3. 28. And 
the Apoſtle in very many places(wherof mention ſhall be 
made hereafter) doth expreſly exclude workes from be. 
ing any cauſes of our juKtification : for indeed they are the 
effects thereof. And therefore it appeareth to bee a true 
poſition, that faith onely doth 5uſtsfie, in as much as iuſtifi- 
cation 15 (inthe fight of God) imputed to our faith, not to 
our works: For Abraham beleeued God, and that was im- 

puted 
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puted ti bim fer righteenſves, as Paul ſpeaketh, Rox. 4. 8. 
And he ſheweth that Abrab aw was not iuftified by works 
before Sod for if Abraham were inſf:fiedby works, then. 
ſhould he haus herein to glory, but not before od: and be- 
cauſe he had not wherein to glory before God, therefore 
he was not iuſtified in the FLA of God. I grant, chat Saint 
Iames in his ſecond E doth ſay that Abraham wa 
inflified by big works, when heoffered vp his ſonne Iſaac at 
Gods commandement. And likewiſe that he ſaith, that a 
man is inſtified by works, and not by faith onely. But before 
whom is he iuftified by works ? Not before God, but be- 
fore men ; thar is to ſay, his works doe declare ynto men 
chat faith wherby he is iuſtified before God. And that this 
is the meaning of S. Iaues, may appeare By that his ſaying 
where ho faith, Shem vnto me thy faith by thy works: thou 
ſayeft thou haft faith, that is not enough,ch words do not 
prouc it, thy works will: therefore (Liith he) ſhem me thy 
faith by thy works, This word(ſrew me)doth manifeſt whar 
manner of juſtification he ſpeaketh of, namely, that hee 
ſpeaketh of a iuſtification before men. For it is God that 
reſpecteth the faith of a man, whereby onely he is juſtified 
in his ſight: and it is men whichreſpeR the works, where- 
by indeed they teſtiſie vate the world their faith to bee 
good before God. For (as Saint James ſaith truly) faith 
without works is bus a dead faith, and not good, not ſound, 
nor auaileable. But faith and works muſt goe together: 
and indeed where a true faith is, there good: — will 


ſhew themſelues as the fruits thereof Aud thus Par] and 


James are to be reconciled ; which thing Thomas Aquinas 
a ſchoole- man of the Papiſts doth himſclfeſplainly teſtifie, 
faying, that Chriſt leſus doth iuſtifie fett ius effectually; 
Faith doth inflifie aprehenſſuò, by taking hold of Ch eil : 
and good works doe iuſtifie declayatine, that is, doe de- 
clare vnto men their iuſtification before God. And ſo it is 
cleere, that howſoeucr a true faith cannot bee withour 
works, as fire cannot be without light and heat: yet our 
iuſtification before God is to be imputed to our faith, not 
to our works: as warath is to be imputed tothe heat of 
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the fire, not to the light ofthe ſire. Fot ſo ſaith 8. au/ ex. 

prefſely,Thet Godimpweeth righteonſueſſe 1 

Rom. 4.6. And againe, That it 13 by grace, not of works, No. 

11.6. And againe, Not Frorbes, Rom. 9. 1 1. Againe, S. Paal 

telleth the Saints at Epheſus, that G d bath men to 

' walks in good workes; yet hee ſaith that chey may not truſt 

to be ſaued by them: forheaffirmerh, and aſſuteth chem, 

£ That they are ſancd by grace, & not by their works, Epb. a. 
8.9.10, Againe, he ſpeaketk in the . of himſelfe, & of 

all che children of God, and ſaith, hat we are ſancd not by 

works bur by his predeſtination & grace, 2 Tim. 1. 9. And ã- 

gaine. God in our Sauiour, not for any workes which we bane 

done but according ro hic own mercy he hath ſaned vs Tit. 3. 

5. Aud diuers other like places be. Wherefore S. Hilaris 

Hile.is Mat, bath theſe very words(which we hold) Sola fidesiuſtificat: 

caps. Faith only doth inftific.Aud Ambroſe a other ſenten- 

Ambr in dum. 3. ces hath this: Nox inftificari hominem apud Dram niſi per 

fidems : That a man is not inſtified before C od. but by faith: 
which is as much, as Faith onely doth inſtifie before God. S. 
Bafil doth ſay, that this ts perfect and ſound reioycing in 
God,when a man doth not boaſt of his ownrighteouſneſfſe but 
knoweth that hee wanteth in himſelfe true righteouſnes,and 
that he is wſtified by faith onely. And Gregory Nazianzene 
ſaith, that to belcewe only 63righteonſurs, And therefore it is 
euident both by the expreſſe teſtimonie of the Scriptures, 
and ef the Fathers, that wee hold the truth in this behalfe, 
and that the Church of Rome is ina maruellous error. It 
is true which is writtẽ, that mas ſbal be ræewarded ac- 
cording to hit worlęt:beecauſe the faith of men is eſteemed 
and eſtimated by their wor kes, as the tree is knowne bythe 
fruit: But there is no text of Scriptureto ſhew, that any 
man is ſaued proprer marita, for his workes or merits; but 
many texts of Scriptureto the contrarie, as before appea- 
reth. For when we haue done all that we can, yet we muſt 
ſay(as Chrift commandeth ) e are vrproſitable ſernams: 
Luke 17. 10. And therfore the Papiſts, which teach works 
meritorious, yea works of ſupererogation auaileable to 
ſaluation, as well for others as for themſelues, hold not the 
right 
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right faith and conſequently are not the true Church. 

But if I ſhould ſhew all the corruptions of the Romiſm 
Church, I ſhould be infinite, neither am I able to number I be Poje Ati. 
them. I will —————— with rf. 
this argument following. I Rowe beingthe head 
of that Church, — Autichriſt that was foretold 
by Paul che Apoſtle, and that is prefigured in the Reuelati . 
on of Saint Job. Ergo, it is impoſſible that the Churchof 
Rome ſhould be thetrue Chuch: for the Church of Anti- 
chriſt ( though it boaſi neuet ſo much) canuot bee the true 
Church, though it would faine be ſo accounted ;asmany an 
harlotdefireth to be reputed an honeſt woman. | 

x One marke of that Antichriſt, Paw/ſheweth to bethis, 
2 Th. 2. 8. 7 hat he ſhould exalt himſclfe aboue exery one that 
i called God : he doth not ſay aboue God, butabonetuery 
one that iscalled God, John 10. 34- Now thoſe whom the 
Scripture calleth gods, e know to be ſuch as be the Iudges 
L and Magiſtrates of the Earth, Pſcil. 8B a. 6. who far that they 
be in the place of God, and his Licutenants, are vouchſafed 
(in Scripture)this high and honourable title of God. Thar 
the Pope of Rome is ſich a one as doth exalt himſelfaboue 
any ſuch god of the earth, namely, aboue all Princes and 
magiſtrates, is thing ſo well knowne, as J need not to 
| proue it: himſelfe by his wicked practices, and his Ieſuites, 
Seminaries, and Prieſts doe in cheir books manifeftthe ſame 
vnto the world. 
| 2 Another marke of Antichrift Paul ſetteth downe to 
7 _- e e — are — *n the Tem- 
f le of Go ng himſclfero bee I pray what 
| doch the Pope dk. but fie in the Temple of God as God, 
| who claiming the Apeftolike Sea, hee takerh vpon him to . 
bee the head of the Church, and to rule as hee lift: to erect 
4 Princes, and to depoſe them againe from their Thrones: 
that he cannot erre ; that bee can forgive ſomos, matters that 
: belong 3 — other. What doth he 
e elſe but by theſe demonſtrations ſhew himſelfe to bee God, 
, in ſo much as hearrogaterh to himſcife moſt proudly the 
4 authority of God himſelfe ꝰ which things Ar Xo" 
te — 0 
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of the Decrerals the Clementines, and the Ertranagants do 
abundantly teſtifie. For tcheſe men were not content with 
that which Argelicus wrote in his Poetry, the beginning 
whereof is: Papa ſtupor mundi : The Pope is the wender 
of the world : Nec Deus es, nec homo, ſed nenter, inter v- 
rrumque : Thow art not God, ne art thos man : but nenter, 
mixtof both. But theſe Popes were bold to take vntothem- 
ſclucs che very name of God, and to accept it, giuen of o- 
thersz according as Pope Sixtus the fourth when he ſhould 

firſt enter — in his dignity papall, had made for 
him a Pageant of Triumph, cunningly fixed ypon that gate 
ofthe City he ſhould enter at, hauing written vpon it this 
blaſphemous verſe, dedicated vnto him: 


Oraculo vocit mundi moderaris habens, 
Et merit is terris,crederis eſſe Dew. 


By Oracle of thine owne voyce, the world thou gouerneſt 
all. 

And worthily a God on earth, men thinke and doe thee 
call. 


Vea, ſhallI ſay more ? The Pope (ifany man in the 
world) doth take vpon him much mote than Luciferian 
ride (ho wſoeuer to deceiue the world with words) he cal- 
ferh himſelfe ſeruus ſeruorum Dei, a ſetuant of the ſeruants 
of God, that he exalteth himſelfe aboue God himſelfe, and 
his worſhip : for he taketh vpon him to be aboue the Scrip- 
tures, and to diſpenſe with them at his pleaſure, and to al- 
low matters contrary vnte them: which God himſelfe 
whoſe will is immutable, and reuealed therein) willnor 
doe, for he and his word will not be contrary, Againe, here- 
by it is manifeſt that hee exalteth himſelfe aboue God, in 
as much as there is leſſe danger and punifhment, for any 
that breaketh = of Gods lawes, than for one that brea- 
keth any the leaft conſtitution of the Pope, Moreouer, hee 
claimeth authority in three places: Heauen, Earth. and 
Purgatory , and that is the rcaſon hee weareth a Triple 
5 7 . 
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Crawne : fo that by this account and claime, hee hath more 
and larger extended authority than God himſelfe : for ſuch 
achird place as Purgatory is, he knoweth not of, And what 
doe theſe things bur manifeſt him to exalt himſelfe euen 
aboue God, and all that is worſhipped ? 

3. Antichriſt isdeſcribed to bee ſuch a one as ſhould come 
in lying ſignes, and falſe miracles and wonders: 2 Tbeſ. 2.9. 
(whereby if it were poſſuble he would deceiue the very eleft ) 
And that this is verified in the Pope and Popifh Church; 
as all men knowthat hauebeene acquainted with their kna- 
uery, deceits, and frauds ʒ ſo let their Aurea Legends, and 
booke of Trepheesteſtifie to the whole world. 

S. Paul, 2 Theſ. a. 8. ſhe eth by his name, that hee that 
he Skank of ſhould be 5 are@or, that is. a /awleſſe perſon,or 
one ſubuedt to us law; which is alſo manifeſtly verified in the 
Pope; for no la wes will hold him, neither diuine nor hu- 
mane: for he claimeth to be aboue them all, and to change 
an alter. M hat he liſt, and when he liſt, and to whom he liſt: 
which the gloſſe vpon the Decretals doth teſtifie, ſaying 
thus of the Pope; Legi non ſubiacet ulli: that is, Hee ij wot 

ſubiect to any law. What is this elſe but to be 5 Zrower, alaw- 
lefle pei ſon, euen the very ſame hom S. Paul ſpeaketh of? 
5. S. Iohs in his Reuelation doth pourtray Antichriſt and 
his ſcat, by the name of the great whore, with whom han 
committed fornicat ion the Kings of the earth, and the inha- 
bitamsof the earth haue beene drunken with the wine of her 
fornication. This woman isthat great C ty, which had do- 
mnion ouerthe Kings of the earth, at the tue ofthis Rewe- 
lation, as S. lohn cxpreſly affirmeth, Rew. 17.18. It is well 
knowne, that there was then no other City which reigned 
ouer the Kings of the Earth, but only Rome: and theretore 
Rome onc ly is and muſt needs bee the ſeat of Antichriſt: 
for no other can bee by this euident and plaine deſcripti- 
en of Saint John: for Rome was the only City of the world 
that reigned ouer the Kings of the earth, the head whereof 
was then the Emperor, but now the Pope; for the condition 
of the firſt beaſt( namely, of the Roman Empire ciuill) is al- 
tered & changed into an Eccleſiaſticall & Roman Empire. 
| =: G2 6. Saint 
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6. Saint Jobs in his Revelation, x 2.11.ſaw a beaſt riſing 
ont of the Earth which had to hermes like tbe Lamb, bus he 
ſp aks like the Dragon: &then all that is ſpokenofthis beaſt, 
doth ficly and onely agree to tharmanof Rome the Pope; 
who though in ſhe be were the Lambe for what is more 
mild or humble, than to call himſelſe the ſeruant ofthe ſer- 
uants of God ? Vet indeed hee playeth the part of the Dra- 
gon, or Deuill, hauing learned this cunning of Sathan; who 
though he be neuer ſo bad a ſpirit, yet will transforme him. 
ſelfe into an Angell of light, to deceiue ſoules : 2 Cor. 11. 14. 


as the Apoſtle ſheweth, But here is wiſdom ſaith Joh in that 


Reuelation: Let him that hath any wit, count the number of 
the beaſt, for it i the number of a man, & his number is 666, 
Now becauſe the number of this wicked Beaſt containeth 
fix hundred ſixty and fix, Irencus thinketh that this Anti- 
Chriſtian beaft ſhould be aan mes that is, a man of Italy, for 
the number of the Beaft is ſer downe in great letters, and 


this Greeke word(Lateines )doth make vp the iuſt number 


of fix hundred ſixty fix, which is che number of the beaſts 
name. Hany doe thinke, that though this Reue lation were 
written in Greeke, as being the more knowne and common 
laguage, yet that it was vttered to S. ohn in hebrew, becauſe 
the Hebrew tongue is the holy tongue: & that John himſelfe 
was an Hebrew or Ie by nation, &cthat like wiſe diuers he- 
brew words are found in the Reuelatton: (Whoſe opinion is 
not vnlikely, but very probable) then let him ſec ke out an 
Hebrew word which containeth that iuſt number, & here- 
in hee need not ſearch far, or to ſtudy much vponthe mat · 
ter:for the Hebrew word Rom ( that is Romamus a man of 
Rome, in Engliſh) doth in thoſe hebrew letters containe the 
juſt num ber ef fix hundred ſixty ſix, which is the number of 
the name of that Antichriſtian beaſt. And ſo by the number 
of the name to be accounted, either by Greeke letters, or by 
Hebrew letters, it is perfectly agreeing to that warof Rome, 
the Pope. All the markes agreeing to Antichriſt (harſoever 
— be)are found fully & onely accompliſhed in the Pope; 
there fore there is no doubt but he is that notable Au- 
tichriſt, of whom Pai and Saint Johw in his my” — 
teilte 
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teſtifie ; and che Church of Romebeing not 
the true Church of Chrift, but contratiwiſe, the viſible 
Church of Antichriſt, is wuftly forſaken, and for euer tobee 
forſaken af all Chriftians, as they tender their faluation in 
Ieſus Chriſt : to whom onely they haue betrorhed them 
ſelues, and to whom they muſt remaine conftant for euer 
more; which God grant vs all to doe, Amen. 


CHAP. VI. 


bet» 


Low gainſt S chiſme ands chiſmarical S 2 


Any there be, who of agedly and zealous 
minde, oe in good fort ſceke nation, 
Bud for chat Church ouernriich which 
| [> Chriſt himſelfe hath inftitured in his 
"Church, whom I neicher dare, nor doe te- 
proue :ochersthere be/tharſteke reformati- 
on n amiſſe; with venimoub and flanderous tongues, railing, 
and ceviling ꝛgainſt thoſe which vnderſtand it: which things 
doe neither grace themſelues, nor yet the eauſe which hey 

would preferre: otherforve there be, vo ho to make the cau 
of reformation odious, doe fay,thar 7rabofiherh her Maie- 
tes ſu preme gouemment and authority in cafes Eecleſia- 
Gall. ould wiſh all men te truth, and to ſeck 
the] prefermentof Gods truth, it} a dutifull, - peaceable, and 
chatitable ſort. Ler the cauſe be made no worſe than it ĩs. 
For my pact, I deſire no more then euery Chxiſt ian ought, 


namely, chat thetruth of God hould ld carry rh e prehermi- 


nence, whatſoeuer it be. 
And I would to God that (alf' dale and contention fer 
) all ofall parts would grow more Ne "feed 
ph in their words, and in ther e th clan 
other for fowenld this contronerſſc e taan 
end, ————— ed; Ochert cherebee 
who for that in ſo time they caomor dae Fed 
— — t&'beeftablifhi d ryone 
IS and male a Tchifiric nd ſepatation from 
G3 vs, 
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Note. 


diſcipline by their ownr authority, condemning 


vs noting 
our Church to be no Church that they may make their 40 


teſtable Schiſme the more allo wable: theſe are the Brow. 
niſts and Barowiſts Who will not ſtay che chiefe Magi- 
ſtrates pleaſure for che eſtabliſhing thereof, nor yet alloy 
vnto vs any Church in England, but themſelues. But th 
for againſt them I deale) and you muſt vnderſtand, that a 
hurch may be, yea a true Church may be and is, though ir 
haue neither Elders, nor Deacons, nor Diſcipline in it, for 
wee reade in Als 2. verſe 41, 42, 43, ) · of an aſſembly of 
people at Ieruſalem, that receiued the word of God and 
belecued, and which are expreſl called a Church (and 
who can or dare deny them to be the true Church of God, 
ſith the holy Ghoſt dothſo teſtiſie ofthem?)and yer at that 
time no Deacons were choſen, nor conſiſtories of Elders e- 
rected, For they were not erected till after ward. And there. 
fore a true Church of God may bee, though as yet it haue 
not theſe; for this deſited diſcipline is not an eſſoncall part 
ofthe Church: for it doth reſemble the wall of a City, or an 
hedge or ditch about a vineyard;and it is a City though the 
al be wanting, and it is a vineyard, though the hedge or 
ditch be wanting: though ſo much the leſſe fortified 1 grant. 
In as much therefore as we haue the preaching of Gods ho- 
ly word, cctherightadminiſtratiõ of the Sacraments (Which 
bee the eſſentiall markes of the true Church) none ought 
to forſake our Church for any other defect, corruption, or 
imperfeRion. For there may be cortuptions both in do- 
Arine and diſcipline ſome, and yet the Church where they 
be, the true Church of God. Admit (ifthey will) that Mi- 
niſters in the Church of England bee not rightly created 
and hreught into the Church; will they therefore count 
they be no Miniſters ? By as good an argument they may 
ſiy, chat he that is braught and borne into the world, not ac- 
cording to the right courſe or order of nature, but other- 
wiſe (as by ripping of his Mothers belly) is no man: for the 
one cometh vnerderly into the world, as the other doth in- 
to the Church. I am ſure the corrupt ord ination ofa Miniſter 
doch not proue him to bee no Miniſter: neither doth any 


e 
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other corruption in our Church take away the liſe aud be- 
ing ofa Church: for if a manbe diſeaſid and full of corrup- 
tions, will any man therefore —— is no man? They ſay wee 
doe not onely wantthe right diſeipline, but we haue alſo put 
a wrong diſcipline in the place therof. But hat of this? The Note. 
errour, chen Ieonfeſſe is great, but yet not ſuch as doth make 
a nullity of our Church, ſo long as it holdeth Chriſt Ieſus 
the life and ſoule ofthe Church, and is ready to reforme her 
error, her ſoeuer by good proofe it ſhall be manifeſted vn. 
to her. Inthe meane time their argument is nothing worth: 
for ifa man loſe a leg or arme, yet none will deny him to be 
a man for all this blemiſh or defect; yea, though hee put a 
wodden leg in ſtead of his le whichhe wanteth, yet he re- 
mainetha man ſtill; becauſe his principall parts remaine. So 4 Sil. 
though we want that diſcipline, yet We haue the Principal 
parts of the Church, namely, the right preaching of the 
word of God and adminiftration of Sacraments, and there- 
forea true Church cf Ged vndoubted iy And if wee haue a 
true Church, though not a perfect church, let the Browniſts 
and Barowifts conſider from whence they are fallen: for if 
the Churchof Chrift be the body of Chriſt as S. Pas! affit- 
meth ; what doe they elſe but by their Schiſme and ſepara. 
tion, rent themſelues from the body of Chriſt ? and then let 
them remember whoſe members they be, vntill they bee re- 
vnited. Let them no longer for ſhame, charge dur Church 
with Idolatry, except they were better able to proue it, 
vnich neither they nor all the world ſnall doe. Io ſay (as 
they ſay) that a ſer forme of prayer vſed in the Church, and 
exhibited vnto God, the prayer being framed according 
to the rule of Gods word, s Idvlatry ; is deteſtable. For by 
as good reaſon they may condemre all prayer made to 
God by the Preacher or Paftor of the congregation; which 
they will not doe: and beſides, all che reformed Churches 
in Chriſtendome haue a fer forme of publique prayers for 
publike meetings and congregations. | 
They ſay that wee ob Saints dayes, and dedicate 
Churches vatothem : but they ſhould ſhew that wee doe 


theſe things un honour of the daims, elſe haue they no _ 
on 
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ſon to charge our Church with id (as wickedly they 
doe) for the ſtatute it ſelfe doth „that aur 
doth call them Holy - dayes, not for the Saints ſake, but for 
the holy exerciſes vſed ypoti therm in che publike aſſembliet. 
Againe, true it it, that diuers Churches amonęſt vs are called 
by the names of thoſe Saints they axe dedicatet vnto:but to 
ſay there fare e doe dedicate Churches vnto them, it is ve- 
ry ridiculous, For when we call Saint Peters Church, or 8. 

auls Church, it is but to diſtinguiſh them from other 
Churches by their names. In. Ates there was a place which 
bare the name of Mar, and S. Lutte in Act. 15. calleth it 
Mars-ſtreet; will any man therfare be ſo fooliſh, ot ſo fond, 
as to ſay therefore becommitted Idolatry, or that therefore 
he dedicated that place to that heathen god of battellꝰ None 
I thinke will be fo wicked or abſinſ. | 

Moreouer, it is true that wee obſcrue faſting dayes : bu 
therein we obſeruenoRomilh fafts, ner place therein the 
worſhip of God, nor the remiſſion of out ns, nor the me- 
rit of etemall life(as the Papiſta do.) But the politike lawves 
of this land, which appoint that men ſhall nor eat fleſſi vp- 
on certaine dayes, doe it in reſpect of the Common-Weulth, 
ac to maintaine Nauigation io much the better, & for ſpare 
ofthe breed of cattell z appointing moreouer a po- 
nalty for ſuch as ſhalltake the dayes to be obſerued, as me- 
ritorious Romiſh faſts. | 

I therefore wifh them toceaſetheir ſlanderagainſt this 
Church, and to ceaſe their damnable ſchiſme, and to be re- 
conciled to that bo way 25 ours, from * Bey haue 
fooliſhly departed : forhow imperfect a rch ſoeuer ic 
be —— God cure in his time,) yet 

ſhall they neuer be able to ſhew otherwiſe, but that the 

Church of England is the true Churchef God, 
from vrhich it is vtter — make 
a ſeparations iue ys all, 
and reconcile vs vnto 
him, Amen. 


FINIS. 


